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CHO001-512/612/812
Christianity in History
to 1550

About this Unit Outline

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the unit
Christianity in History to 1550. It provides a structure for your learning, giving details of
lesson topics, assessment requirements, and key resources. Units taught at the RTC are
accredited through the Australian College of Theology.
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1. Introduction

The Teacher

Phillip joined the RTC in 2010, bringing a wealth of experience in missions ,
and church-based training. He is originally from South Africa where he :
studied for the ministry and obtained his DTh from the University of the
Free State. After mission work in South Africa, he moved to London where

he worked for Veritas College for 8 years, establishing training ministries
forlocal churchleaders in the Arab world. That work eventually led him to
Australia in 2007 to help secure accreditation for Veritas training in the
Australian vocational training sector. At the RTC, he serves as Principal, Lecturer in Missions
and Church History and coordinator for CBT, a program that interfaces campus study with
church-based training. Phillip is married to Chanel and they have two boys.

The Unit

Studying church history is an excellent way to remind ourselves that
God has been working to call people to Himself throughout the
centuries. Hearing the stories of believers from ages past can inspire
us to imitate their faith and courage and, hopefully, also equip us to
learn from their mistakes. This course in the early history of
Christianity is designed to give you to serve as a broad introduction to
the fascinating and inspiring discipline of mining the riches of the
past so that we can step more confidently into the future as followers
of Christ.

This unit outline is your “one stop shop” when it comes to information about this course. It
contains the following:

e The Unit Description as found in the ACT handbook and online

o Alist of prescribed works

e Anoverview of assessment methods

e Alecture plan

Please do not hesitate to contact me in person or via email (pscheepers@rte.edu.au) should
you have any questions as we go through the unit.

Itrustthat you will find this unit helpful and informative and that you will be able to use what
you learn in the service of Christ.



https://www.actheology.edu.au/
mailto:pscheepers@rtc.edu.au

2. Unit Description

CHOO1-512 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A.Know and understand
Demonstrate Foundational knowledge and understanding of Christianity in history.

B. Be able to
1. Trace major developments in the history of Christianity to 1550

2. Outline the contribution of selected people to the development of Christianity to 1550

3. Draw on selected primary and secondary sources to formulate historical viewpoints on
the period to 1550

4. Present Organised evidence-based perspectives on the history of Christianity to 1550

C.Be in a position to
1. Relating perspectives from ‘Christianity in History to 1550’ to inform ministry contexts

CHOO1-612 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand
Demonstrate Developing knowledge and understanding of Christianity in history.

B. Be able to
1. Analyse major developments in the history of Christianity to 1550

2. Critically Reflect on current scholarship regarding the contribution of selected people to
the development of Christianity to 1550

3. Present Organised evidence-based perspectives on selected primary and secondary
sources to formulate historical viewpoints on the period to 1550

4. Present Analytical evidence-based perspectives on the history of Christianity to 1550

C.Be in a position to

Apply perspectives from current scholarship regarding ‘Christianity in History to 1550’ to
inform ministry contexts



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/
https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

CHOO1-812 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A.Know and understand
Demonstrate Advanced knowledge and understanding of Christianity in history.

B. Be able to
1. Analyse the major phases and developments in the history of Christianity to 1550 in their
political and social contexts

2. Examine the contribution of selected people to the development of Christianity to 1550

3. Critically engage with selected data from primary and secondary sources to formulate
Critical historical viewpoints on the period to 1550

4. Evaluate Critical evidence-based perspectives on the history of Christianity to 1550

C.Be in a position to

Apply knowledge, Critical thinking skills and perspectives from ‘Christianity in History to
1550’ to inform ministry practice as a reflective practitioner

Unit Content

Section A: The Church in Imperial Rome

1. Christians in society: the context and spread of Christianity to 312.
Justin Martyr OR Tertullian

2. The challenge of other religions and ideologies, especially Judaism and Gnosticism.
Irenaeus OR Athenagoras;

3. Caesar: enemy or friend? Decius, Diocletian, Constantine.
Pliny and Trajan OR Perpetua and Felicitas OR Cyprian

4. Wrestling with the faith: Trinity, Christology and Eschatology.
Origen OR Athanasius

5. Worship and popular religion in late antiquity: asceticism, pilgrimage, liturgy, saints,

icons

Augustine of Hippo

Section B: The Church as Christendom
6. The conversion of Europe 600-900. The Holy Roman Empire.
Gregory the Great OR Boniface of Crediton OR Alcuin of York
7. The conversion of Europe 600-900. The Holy Roman Empire.
Innocent III OR Thomas Aquinas
8. Byzantium, Islam and the Crusades.
Anna Comnena
9. Christendom challenged; protest and spiritual renewal mysticism. The conciliar
movement.
Francis of Assisi OR Thomas a Kempis OR Julian of Norwich.



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

Section C: The Continental Churches and Reform
10. Reform precursors; renaissance and new learning.
Wryecliffe OR Hus OR Erasmus
11. Reformation as massive change:
a. in Germany (1517-1530)
b. in Switzerland (1519 — 1564)

c. Anabaptist groups
Martin Luther AND Zwingli OR John Calvin AND Menno Simons

12. The Catholic Reformation: Trent; the Jesuits; the papacy reformed.
Ignatius of Loyola OR Teresa of Avila

Notes
a. Colleges arerequired to teach at least 10 out of the 12 topics above.

b. Lecturers may substitute a major figure in the place of those named, and, since
history at this level requires the use of primary sources, all major figures should be
studied wherever possible through their own writings.




3. Textbooks (SAMPLE ONLY)

Required Texts
Gonzales J. L. The Story of Christianity Volume 1 and 2 (Harper San Francisco 2010)

Unit Reader: Please prepare for class by reading the prescribed material for the day (see
below)

Class notes: These will be handed out before each class.

The Church in Imperial Rome

Anatolios, K., Retrieving Nicaea: The Development and Meaning of Trinitarian Doctrine
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2011).

Bingham, D. J. (ed), The Routledge Companion to Early Christian Thought (London:
Routledge, 2010).

Bryan, C., Render to Caesar: Jesus, the Early Church, and the Roman Superpower (Oxford:
OUP, 2005).

Cohick, L. H. and A. Brown Hughes, Christian Women in the Patristic World: Their Influence,
Authority, and Legacy in the Second Through Fifth Centuries (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker,
2017).

Davidson, I. J., The Birth of the Church: From Jesus to Constantine AD 30-312 (Baker History
ofthe Church, Vol 1; Grand Rapids/ Oxford: Baker/Monarch, 2004).

Doerfler, M. E., ed. Church and Empire (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2016).

Gonzalez, J. L., A History of Early Christian Literature (Louisville, KY: Westminster John
Knox, 2019).

Grant, R. M., Augustus to Constantine: the Rise and Triumph of Christianity in the Roman
World (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2004 ).

Tabbernee, W (ed), Early Christianity in Contexts (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2014).

Wilhite, D., The Gospel according to Heretics: Discovering Orthodoxy through FEarly
Christological Conflicts (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2015).

The Church as Christendom

Bassett, P., The Medieval Church (Baker History of the Church, Vol 3; Grand Rapids/Oxford:
Baker/Monarch, 2006).

Brown, P., The Rise of Western Christendom: Triumph and Diversity, AD200-1000. 10th
Anniversary Rev. edition (Oxford: Blackwell, 2013).




Davidson, I. J., A Public Faith: From Constantine to the Medieval World: AD 312-600 (Baker
History of the Church, Vol 2; Grand Rapids/ Oxford: Baker/Monarch, 2005).

Dickens, A. J., The Female Mystic: Great Women Thinkers of the Middle Ages (London:
Tauris, 2009).

Lawrence, C.H., Medieval Monasticism: Forms of Religious Life in Western Europe in the
Middle Ages. 4th edition. (London: Routledge, 2015).

Logan, F.D., A History of the Church in the Middle Ages. 2nd edition. (Abingdon: Routledge,
2013)

Riley-Smith, J., The Crusades: A History. 3rd edition. (London: Bloomsbury, 2014).

Wood, I. N., The Missionary Life: Saints and the Evangelisation of Europe, 400-1050 (New
York: Longman, 2001).

The Continental Churches and Reform
Cottret, B., Calvin: A Biography (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000).

Estep, W. R., The Anabaptist Story : An Introduction to Sixteenth-Century Anabaptism. 3rd
edition. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996).

Evans, G. R. The Roots of the Reformation: Tradition, Emergence and Rupture. 2nd edition.
(Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2012)

Heinze, R. W., Reform and Conflict: F'rom the Medieval World to the Wars of Religion AD
1350-1648 (Baker History of the Church, Vol 4; Grand Rapids/ Oxford: Baker/Monarch,
2005).

Hendrix, S. H., Martin Luther: A Visionary Reformer (New Haven, Yale University Press,
2015).

Lindberg, C., The European Reformations. 2nd edition. (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010).
Methuen, C., Luther and Calvin: Religious Revolutionaries (Oxford: Lion Hudson, 2011)
Stjerna, K., Women and the Reformation (Oxford: Blackwell, 2009).




4. Class Schedule (SAMPLE ONLY)

Date ‘ Topic ‘ Readings ‘

Week 1 | Background to the Early Gonzales: Volume 1, Chapters 1-4

(19 July) | Church Christians in - _
Society: The Church begins | Freader: Readings 1,2

and expands.

Week 2 | Significant Christians and Gonzales: Volume 1, Chapters 5-7
(26 July) | important Christian ) .
writings of the 2nd & 3rd Reader: Readings 3-5, 7-9
Centuries. (Justin Martyr,
Irenaeus, Tertullian &
Cyprian)

Week 3 | Persecution to Recognition: | Gonzales: Volume 1, Chapters 8-13

(2Aug) | pecius, Diocletian, Reader: Readings 6,10-16
Constantine: The Turning

Point
AND

The Challenge of other
religions, Ideologies and
Heresies: Judaism &
Gnosticism

Nestorianism and Arianism
— The Church responds

Athanasius, and the
Councils of Nicaea &
Chalcedon

Week 4 | Worship & Popular Religion: | Gonzales: Volume 1, Chapters 14-17
(9 Aug) | Asceticism =~ Monasticism ) .

pa——_y). Reader: Readings 17-20
Fathers, John Chrysostom,
Ambrose of Milan & Martin
of Tours)

Week 5 | The Conversion of Europe Gonzales: Volume 1, Chapters 18-25
(16 Aug) | 4th, 5thand 6™ Centuries: . )

Augustine, The Rise of the Reader: Readings 21 and 22
Papacy — Popes Leo I &
Gregory I, Benedict of
Nursia

Study Week / Intensives (23-27 August)




Week 6

7th, 8th and 9th Centuries.

Gonzales: Volume 1, Chapters 26-31

Western Christendom, the
Crusades, the Papacy —
power, corruption and
reform

30 Au Charlemagne & The Holy )
( &) Roman Empire, the rise of Reader: Readings 23 and 24
Islam, Boniface
Week 7 | The 10th, 11th and 12th Gonzales: Volume 1, Chapters 32-33
(6 Sep) | Centuries: Eastern and

Reader: Readings 25 and 26

Week 8
(13 Aug)

Christendom Triumphant
Innocent III; Scholasticism:
Anselm & Aquinas,
Mysticism: Bernard of
Clairvaux (monks) The
Conciliar Movement:
Francis of Assisi (Friars).

Thomas a Kempis

Gonzales: Volume 1, Chapters 34-36
Reader: Readings 27 and 28

Term Holidays/Preaching Conference (20 Sept - 1 Oct)

Week 9 | The Background to the Gonzales: Volume 2, Chapters 1-4
(4 Oct) | Reformation. Waldo, ) .
Wycliffe, Hus and Erasmus Reader: Readings 29-30, 34
Week 10 | Martin Luther: Hislifeand | Gonzales: Volume 2, Chapters 5-7
teachin
(11Oct) c Reader: Readings 31-33, 36
Ulrich Zwingli
Week 11 | John Calvin: his life and Gonzales: Volume 2, Chapter 12
teaching.
(18 Oct) i Reader: Readings 35
The Anabaptists and Menno
Simmons
Week 12 | The Catholic counter-
(250ct) | reformation and Council of
Trent; Ignatius Loyola and
Francis Xavier and the
Jesuits. Catholicism in the
New World




LEVEL 5/6 ASSESSMENT (CHOO1-512/612)

1. Written Exam - 1.5 hours, 50% of Total Mark; 2,250 words

The exam includes nine questions in three sections. You will answer three, at least one from
each section.

Due Date: Exam Week (8™ to 12" November, date TBC)

2. Essay - 50% of Total Mark; 2,250 words

Write a summative assessment on a key figure from the period studied. Focus on the
contribution that person has made to the Church both then and now. In particular discuss
the contribution that person has made to the development of Christian theology.

Or

Write a summative assessment on a key movement or event in the period studied, focusing
on its causes and effects in the history of the Church. The task requires and examination of
the movement or eventinits historical context as well as evaluating its impact on the Church
in later periods and in particular today.

Due Date: 8% October

Very good Good Acceptable Requires Comments
(D, HD) ©) (P+,P) improvement
(bare P or F)

Presentation
Documentation
(footnotes/endnotes)
Bibliography
Structure
English expression

Content
Abstract
Understanding of
issues involved in
and relevanttothe
topic
Presentation of a
clearly reasoned
argument
Engagement with
relevant secondary
literature
Evidence of thinking
for oneself
Engagement with
primary sources
Conclusion




LEVEL 8 ASSESSMENT (CHOO1-812)

1. Written Exam - 40%; 2,500 words

The exam includes nine questions in three sections. You'll answer three, at least one from
each section.

Due Date: Exam Week (8% to 12 November, date TBC)

2. Essay - 40%; 2,500 words

Write a summative assessment on a key figure from the period studied. Focus on the
contribution that person has made to the Church both then and now. In particular discuss
the contribution that person has made to the development of Christian theology.

Or

Write a summative assessment on a key movement or event in the period studied, focusing
on its causes and effects in the history of the Church. The task requires and examination of
the movement or eventinits historical context as well as evaluating its impact on the Church
in later periods and in particular today.

Due Date: 8" October

Very good Good Acceptable Requires Comments
(D,HD) ©) (P+,P) improvement
(bare P or F)

Presentation
Documentation
(footnotes/endnotes)
Bibliography
Structure
English expression

Content
Abstract
Understanding of
issues involved in
and relevant to the
topie
Presentation of a
clearly reasoned
argument
Engagement with
relevant secondary
literature
Evidence of thinking
for oneself
Engagement with
primary sources
Conclusion




3. Primary Document Analysis - 20%; 1,000 words
Examine one of the important documents of the period under study, taking care to comment

on the following criteria:

e [Explain the historical context, giving evidence from the document.

e Summarize the focus of the document. i.e. Identify the key issues within the
document and their importance

e Evaluateits significance forits time i.e. the immediate consequence of the document

e Evaluateits lasting impact on the Church and its relevance for today.

Documents to choose from (see ‘Primary Sources Reader’):

The Didache

Excerpts from the works of Justin Martyr
The Rule of St Benedict

Excerpts from Anselm’s ‘Cur Deus Homo’
Excerpts from ‘The Imitation of Christ’
Luther’s 95 Theses

Zwingli’'s 67 Articles

Calvin’s Letter to Sadolet

The Schleitheim Confession

Please pay careful attention to the guidelines on abstracts, referencing, bibliographies etc. in
the RTC’s Academic Manual. Normal procedures for the submission of essays apply.

Due Date: 3™ September




