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EMO015-612/'712/812
Christian Ministry in
Islamic Settings

About this Unit Outline

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the unit Christian
Ministry in Islamic Settings. It provides a structure for your learning, giving details of lesson
topics, assessment requirements, and key resources.
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1. Introduction

The Teacher
Phillip joined the RTC in 2010, bringing a wealth of experience in |

missions and church-based training. He is originally from South
Africa where he studied for the ministry and obtained his DTh from
the University of the Free State. After mission work in South Africa,
he moved to London where he worked for Veritas College for 8 years,
establishing training ministries for local church leaders in the Arab .
world. That work eventually led him to Australia in 2007 to help secure accreditation for
Veritas training in the Australian vocational training sector. At the RTC, he serves as
Principal, Lecturer in Missions and Church History and coordinator for CBT, a program
that interfaces campus study with church-based training. Phillip is married to Chanel
and they have two boys.

The Unit

Welcome to the unit!

As Christians we are called to be obedient to the Great
Commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded

you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age”
(Matthew 28:19-20). This command includes the task of sharing the Gospel with followers
of Islam around the world. I trust that this unit will help equip you in this regard.

This unit outline is your ‘one stop shop’ when it comes to information about this course.

It contains the following:

e The unit description as found in the ACT handbook
e Alectureplan

e Anoverview of assessment methods

e Alist of prescribed works

Please do not hesitate to contact me in person or via email (pscheepers@rtec.edu.au) should
you have any questions as we go through the unit.

Itrustthat youwill find this unit helpful and informative and that you will be able to use what

you learn in the service of Christ.

A



mailto:pscheepers@rtc.edu.au

2. Unit Description

EMO15-612 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand

Demonstrate Developing knowledge and understanding of Christian ministry in Islamic
contexts.

B. Be able to

1. Define key points of the Islamic faith and practice from a Christian perspective.
2. Identify the diversity of Muslim world views and practice in the contemporary world.
3. Comment Critically on the contemporary interface of Christianity and Islam.

4. Present Analytical evidence-based perspectives on Christian ministry in Islamic
contexts.

C. Be in a position to

Applying perspectives and skills from ‘Christian Ministry in Islamic Contexts’ in ministry
contexts.

EMO15-612 Unit Content

1. Biblical and theological perspectives of Islam; Muslim beliefs and practices;
Christian-Muslim worldview comparison;

2. Contemporary trends in Islam: reform movements; political Islam; popular Islam;
modernisation; secularisation;

3. Diversification of 20th Century Islam; Muslim world views; significance to
Christian witness;

4. Christianity in Muslim majority countries; Christ-ward movements; Messianic
Muslims; secret believers; persecution;

5. Issuesin contextualisation among Muslims: doctrine; practice; church forms;

6. Christian conversion among Muslims: theological and sociological factors in
religious change: belief; power; Christian lifestyle; mission approaches; socio-
political factors;

7. Mission strategy among Muslims: evangelism; church-planting; holistic ministry;
issues in Christian-Muslim dialogue;

8. Muslims in Australia; local church relations.



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

EMO15-712 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand

Demonstrate Functional knowledge and understanding of Christian ministry in Islamic
contexts.

B. Be able to

1. Discuss key points of the Islamic faith and practice from a Christian perspective.

2. Explore the diversity of Muslim world views and practice in the contemporary world.
3. Evaluate the contemporary interface of Christianity and Islam.

4. Present Critical evidence-based perspectives on Christian ministry in Islamic contexts.
C. Be in a position to

Applying perspectives and skills from ‘Christian Ministry in Islamic Contexts’ to ministry
practice as areflective practitioner.

EMO15-712 Unit Content

1. Biblical and theological perspectives of Islam; Muslim beliefs and practices;
Christian-Muslim worldview comparison;

2. Contemporary trends in Islam: reform movements; political Islam; popular Islam;
modernisation; secularisation;

3. Diversification of 20th Century Islam; Muslim world views; significance to
Christian witness;

4. Christianity in Muslim majority countries; Christ-ward movements; Messianic
Muslims; secret believers; persecution;

5. Issuesin contextualisation among Muslims: doctrine; practice; church forms;

6. Christian conversion among Muslims: theological and sociological factors in
religious change: belief; power; Christian lifestyle; mission approaches; socio-
political factors;

7. Mission strategy among Muslims: evangelism; church-planting; holistic ministry;
issues in Christian-Muslim dialogue;

8. Muslims in Australia; local church relations.



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

EMO15-812 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand

Demonstrate Advanced knowledge and understanding of, and the research underlying, of
Christian ministry in Islamic contexts.

B. Be able to

1. Examine key points of the Islamic faith and practice from a Christian perspective.

2. Investigate the diversity of Muslim world views and practice in the contemporary world.
3. Critique the contemporary interface of Christianity and Islam.

4. Present Research-Aware evidence-based perspectives on Christian ministry in Islamic
contexts.

C. Be in a position to

Applying perspectives and skills from ‘Christian Ministry in Islamic Contexts’ to ministry
practice as areflective practitioner.

EMO15-812 Unit Content

1. Biblical and theological perspectives of Islam; Muslim beliefs and practices;
Christian-Muslim worldview comparison;

2. Contemporary trends in Islam: reform movements; political Islam; popular Islam;
modernisation; secularisation;

3. Diversification of 20th Century Islam; Muslim world views; significance to
Christian witness;

4. Christianity in Muslim majority countries; Christ-ward movements; Messianic
Muslims; secret believers; persecution;

5. Issuesin contextualisation among Muslims: doctrine; practice; church forms;

6. Christian conversion among Muslims: theological and sociological factors in
religious change: belief; power; Christian lifestyle; mission approaches; socio-
political factors;

7. Mission strategy among Muslims: evangelism; church-planting; holistic ministry;
issues in Christian-Muslim dialogue;

8. Muslims in Australia; local church relations.



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

3. Textbooks

3.1. Prescribed Texts

Ahmed, A., Discovering Islam (London: Routledge, 2002).

Caner, E. M. and E. F. Caner, Unveiling Islam: An Insider’s Look at Muslim Life and Beliefs
(Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2002).

Catherwood, C., Christians, Muslims and Islamic Rage (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003).
Chapman, C. G., Cross and Crescent: Responding to the Challenge of Islam (IVP, 2003).
Claydon, D. (ed.). Islam, Human Rights and Public Policy (Melbourne: Acorn Press, 2009).
Durie, M., Revelation: Do We worship the Same God? (Upper Mt Gravatt: City Harvest, 2006).
Greenlee, D., From the Straight Path to the Narrow Way: Journeys of Faith (STL, 2005).
Husain, E., The Islamist, (Camberwell, Vic: Penguin Books, 2007).

Livingstone, G., Planting Churches in Muslim Cities: A Team Approach (Grand Rapids: Baker,
2001)

Love, R., Muslims, Magic and the Kingdom of God: Church Planting Among Folk Muslims
(Pasadena: William Carey, 2000).

Mallouhi, C., Mini-Skirts, Mothers & Muslims: a Christian Woman in a Muslim Land (Oxford:
Monarch Books, 2004).

Musk, B., Touching the Soul of Islam: Sharing the Gospel in Muslim Cultures (Great Britain:
Monarch Books, 2003).

Robinson, S., Mosques & Miracles: Revealing Islam and God’s Grace (2nd ed.; Upper Mt.
Gravatt: City Harvest, 2003).

Sookhdeo, P., Faith, Power and Territory, (McLean, VA: Isaac Publishing, 2008).

Spencer, R., The Politically Incorrect Guide to Islam and the Crusades, (Washington: Regnery
Pub., 2005).

Woodberry, J. D., Muslims and Christians on the Emmaus Road: Crucial Issues in Witness
Among Muslims (MARC, 1989).

Ye'or, B., Islam and Dhimmitude (Lancaster: Gazelle Books, 2002).

3.2. Recommended Texts

Ibn Ishaq, Life of Muhammad, (OUP ,15th Impression 2001).
Karsh, E., Islamic Imperialism, (New Haven: Yale Uni Press, 2007).
Manji, I., The Trouble with Islam, (Milson’s Point: RandomHouse, 2003).

Parshall, P., Muslim FEvangelism: Contemporary Approaches to
Contextualization (Waynesboro: Gabriel, 2003).

Saeed, A., Islam in Australia, (Crows Nest: Allen & Unwin, 2003).
Warraq, 1., Why I Am Not A Muslim, (Amherst: Prometheus Books, 2003).




3.3. Classic

Cragg, K., The Call of the Minaret (Oxford: One World, 2000).

4. eCampus (Moodie)

Each student will be assigned a username and password to access the unit
page on the RTC eCampus. Please visit this page regularly as resources
and other information will be uploaded periodically. This is also an
ideal place for student and lecturer interaction outside of the class.

Please visit frequently.

5. Guide to Assessments

All students need to view the “Essay Writing Seminar” video on the “Student Resources
Page” on the Reformed Theological College eCampus. You should also read the relevant
sections of the RTC Academic Manual on the same page. All written work for this course
should conform to the guidelines of the SBL Handbook of Style (with the exception of
Australian spelling conventions.) The resources listed in this outline provide a beginning
point for research for assessments for this unit; students are expected to engage with the
works listed there, but are not limited to these resources. The literature on the gospels is
massive, and you are encouraged to consult widely.




6. Unit Overview (SAMPLE ONLY)

Date Focus Readings

Online | Developing an Chapman: Part 1 and Part 2 (pages 1-197)
Week 1 1ntroductory Unit Reader: Section 1 (Meccan Suras)
(20-24 | understanding of Islam.
Mar) Primary sources: Reading
some of'the earliest chaptersof
theQuran
Online | Understandingsomeofthe | Chapman: Parts 3 and 4 (Pages 201-340)
Week 2 | issuesthat divide Christians . . .
Unit Reader: Section 2 (Medinan Suras
(27-31 | and Muslims, including how ( )
Mar) torespond to Muslim
objections to the Gospel.
Primary sources:
Reading some of'the later
chapters of the Qur’an
Online | Formingan Chapman: Section 5 (pages 341-410)
SIS unders?andmg of some of Unit Reader: Section 3 (Hadiths and Sira -
(8-7 the basic approaches we s
) Muhammad’s Life)
Apr) can use to effectively
share the Gospel with
followers of Islam.
Primary sources:
Hadiths and Sira -
Muhammad’s Life
Online | Broadening our White: Chapters 1-6 (pages 1-144)
L § und:arstandmg ofthe Unit Reader: Section 4 (Hadiths and Sira -
(24-28. | Qur'an. We will look at Theology and Worship)
Apr) both the contents of the
Qur’an and the process
through which it came
into being.
Primary sources: Hadith
and Sira—Theologyand Worship
Online | Evaluating and White: Chapters 7-11 (pages 145-288)
Week 5 1nte,ract1ng with the ) Unit Reader: Section 5 (Post-Muhammad
(1-5 Qur’an from a Christian .
} Traditions)
May) perspective.
Primary sources: Post-
Muhammad traditions.




Intensive | Introduction
Day 1
(8 May) Topic 1: The History of
Islam
Intensive | Topic 1: The History of
Day2 | Iglam (Continued)
(9 May)
Topic 2: Muslim Beliefs
Intensive | Topic 3: The Practice of
Day3 | {slam
(10 May)
Topic 4: Contemporary
Issuesinthe
Muslim World
Intensive | Topic5 - The Case
Day4 | AgainstIslam
(11 May)
Topic 6 - Dealing with
Muslim
Objections to the Gospel
Intensive | Topic 7 - Sharing the
Day5 | Gospel with
(12 May)
Muslims

Classroom Presentations




7. Assessment (SAMPLE ONLY)

3 L7 L8
Assessment Piece x‘l":“{ &”?‘:“{ X\g?‘:g %
Essay, due 22" May 2,200 | 2,700 | 3,000 | 45%
Forum Participation 1,000 | 1,000 | 1,200 15%
Mosque Visit, due 5** May 1,000 | 1,200 | 1,300 15%
Class Presentation, due 26 May 1,000 | 1,200 | 1,500 25%
Total 100%

Forum (worth 15%)

An exercise/question will be posted on the Moodle site every week during the online phase.
Your answers/contributions will be assessed to form your ‘Forum Participation’ mark.

Due date: 5pm on the Friday of the relevant week

Report on Mosque Visit (worth 45%)

This assessment was approved as ‘Low Risk’ by the RTC’s Research Ethics Committee.
Such approval is required in all research projects involving human subjects. In order to help
protect your research subjects you are required to give them detailed information on the
nature of their involvement. You should also gain their formal consent. You can use the
information sheet and consent form at the end of this unit guide for this purpose.

Students are requested to visit alocal mosque noting the architecture and worship practices.
The resulting report should include their impressions of the mosque as well as some
reflections on how Muslim worship differs from Christian worship. Particular attention
should be placed on the role of the mosque within the local community.

Note: Students in Victoria can also opt to visit the Islamic Museum of Australia and write a
report on the experience. More details about the museum can be found here:
https://mwww.islamicmuseum.org.au/

Due date: 5 May, 2023.

Classroom Presentation (worth 25%)

Class presentation (of about 15 minutes) dealing with Gospel ministry to people from an
Islamic background. Possible topics include:
e Assessing and dealing with the impact of Muslim apologists (e.g. Ahmed Deedat and
Zakir Naik)
e Devising strategies for reaching Westernised Muslim communities with the message
of Jesus
e Assessing different approaches to contextualization
e Reaching Muslims who identify with the radical’ end of the spectrum.

Due date: Final day of intensive



https://www.islamicmuseum.org.au/

Essay (worth 50%)

Topic: The essay should describe, assess and critically evaluate ONE of the following
aspects of Islam from a Christian perspective:
e Theinfluence of Muhammad’s personal example and teaching on the subsequent
development of Islam (including an assessment of international debates within
Islam about this).
e Islamic monotheism and the implications for the Islamic view of God for
relationships with Christians.
e Islamic 'soteriology’ and the implications of possible Islamic responses to the
Christian Gospel.
e Islamicviews of gender and the implications of debates on this issue for Muslim
community formation
e Historical contacts between Christians and Muslims and the implications of this for
the relationships between modern adherents of the two faiths.

Due date: 22 May 2023

Very good Good Acceptable Requires Comments
(D,HD) ©) (P+,P) improvement
(bare P or F)

Presentation
Documentation
(footnotes/endnotes)
Bibliography
Structure
English expression

Content
Abstract
Understanding of
issuesinvolved in
and relevant to the
topic
Presentation of a
clearly reasoned
argument
Engagement with
relevant sources
Evidence of thinking
for oneself
Application of
principles to real life
contexts
Conclusion




8. Participant Information Sheet

Theology of Mission Interview

Thank you for your interest in participating in an interview on relating to Theology of
Mission. A report on this interview is one of the assessments for a unit on the Theology of
Mission that I am taking as part of my studies at the Reformed Theological College.

Please note that expressing an interest in participating in the interview does not commit
you to taking part. Before you decide whether to take part, I would like you to understand
why I would like to interview you and what it will involve. Please read the following
information, discuss it with others or contact me if there is anything that is not clear or if
you would like more information.

What is the purpose of the interview?

Conducting the interview will give me the opportunity to gain practical insights into some
of'the issues that will be discussed in class over the course of Theology of Mission unit. It
will, specifically, allow me to explore:

e How an understanding of the Theology of Mission informs missionary life and
practice
e Howmission is understood within different Christian traditions

e How Christian mission is understood and evaluated by those outside the Christian
faith
e Howthe areas of'social justice and evangelism/mission relate to each other.

Who will be taking part in the study?

I am seeking interview subjects who, due to their experience, knowledge, and qualifications,
are in a position to contribute to my understanding of one or more of the areas listed above.

Do Ihave to take part?

No, itis completely up to you to decide if you want to take part. If you decide to take part,
you are still free to withdraw and without giving a reason up to the point where I spend my
time with you.

After my time with you, you will have one week to indicate if there has been any aspect of
the interview that you want withheld from my interview report.

IfI do decide to take part, what will I have to do?

Ifyou decide to take part you will be invited to suggest a suitable time for the interview. The
interview will take about an hour to complete.

Are you testing my knowledge in some way?

No, this is not a test of your knowledge. I simply want you to reflect on your experiences and
perspectives.




Will my responses be kept anonymous?

Yes, all the information that you provide will be kept strictly confidential. The interview
will be analysed by myself and presented, in a de-identified form, in my assessment
submission.

What will happen to the results?

The information gathered from the interview and observation will be analysed and the
results will be included in the Interview Report section of the results sheet for the Theology
of Mission unit that I am participating in.

Iwill send to you a one-page summary of key lessons I learned as part of this interview.

How long will the data be stored for?

Subsequent to the submission of my assessment, my notes will be archived for a period of
no more than one year. After this time, all data will be securely disposed of.

Who is organising the study?

The study is an assessment task as part of a Unit of Study at the Australian College of
Theology.

Who has reviewed the study?

The study has been reviewed for ethical approval as a low-risk research project by the
RTC’s Low Risk Ethical Research Committee, under the provisions of the Australian
College of Theology.

Who can I contact for further information?
Any request for further information does not commit you to taking part in the study.

If you would like further information about the study, please contact:

Name of Student
Degree Program
College Reformed Theological College
Mobile
Email




9. Participant Consent Form

Theology of Mission Interview
e [ agreetotake partin thisinterview.

e T haveread the Participant Information Sheet provided and been given a full explanation
of the purpose of the interview, the process involved and of what is expected of me.

e Tunderstand that the interview will take about an hour, at a time of my choosing.
e Tunderstand that the student will take notes during the interview.

e [ understand that I will have one week to indicate if there has been any aspect of the
interview that I want withheld from the research. After that one-week period, I accept
that the researcher may use (while preserving anonymity) any of the information
gathered during the interview.

e [ have conferred with my leadership team to ensure that they are happy to have me
participate in this interview. By signing this Consent Form, a affirm that I have discussed
my participation with my leadership team, and they are supportive of me being
interviewed in the agreed ways.

e Theresearcher has answered all my questions and has explained possible challenges that
may arise as aresult of my participation in this study.

e Tunderstand that I maywithdraw from participating in the project at any time prior to the
scheduled interview.

e JTunderstand that all information provided by me is treated as confidential and will not be
released by the student to a third party unless required to do so by law.

e Tagreethatany data gathered for the study may be used for the student’s project provided
my name or other identifying information is not disclosed.

e T understand that data gathered may be used for future research, but my name and other
identifying information will be removed.

Name of participant

Signature of

. . Date
participant

e [ confirmthatIhave provided the Participant Information Sheet concerning this
research project to the above participant, explained what participating involves and have
answered all questions asked of me.

Signature of

Date
Researcher




10. Key Dates

20" March: Online Classes Begin
5% May: Mosque visit due

8t 12" May: Intensive at the RTC in Melbourne
2274 May: Essay Due




