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EMO021-612/712/812
Living Faiths

About this Unit Outline

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the unit Living
Faiths. It provides a structure for your learning, giving details of lecture topics, assessment
requirements, and key resources.
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1. Introduction

The Teacher

Phillip joined the RTC in 2010, bringing a wealth of experience in missions
and church-based training. He is originally from South Africa where he :
studied for the ministry and obtained his DTh from the University of the
Free State. After mission work in South Africa, he moved to London where
he worked for Veritas College for 8 years, establishing training ministries
forlocal churchleadersin the Arab world. That work eventually led him to i
Australia in 2007 to help secure accreditation for Veritas training in the Austrahan vocational
training sector. At the RTC, he serves as Principal, Lecturer in Missions and Church History
and coordinator for CBT, a program that interfaces campus study with church-based training.

Phillip is married to Chanel and they have two boys.

The Unit

As Christians we are increasingly rubbing shoulders
with people of other faiths. The

purpose of this course is to help you to understand
the adherents of four of the world’s major religions
(Judaism, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism). In the
process you will also be equipped to more effectively
share the Gospel in our multi-faith society.

This course guide is your ‘one stop shop’ when it comes to information about this course.
It contains the following:

e The Course Description as found in the ACT handbook

o Alist of prescribed works

e Anoverview of assessment methods

e Alectureplan

Please do not hesitate to contact me in person or via email (pscheepers@rtc.edu.au) should you

have any questions as we go through the unit.

I trust that you will find this course helpful and informative and that you will be able to use what

you learn in the service of Christ!

V7
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2. Unit Description

Level 6 Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, students will

A. Know and understand:
Demonstrate Developing knowledge and understanding of a selection of non-Christian Living

Faiths.

B. Be able to:
1. Analyse the historical development of a selection of non-Christian living faiths.
2. Identify the beliefs and practices of a selection of non-Christian living faiths.

3. Present Analytical evidence-based perspectives on a selection of non-Christian living
faiths.

C. Be in a position to:

Applying perspectives and skills from ‘Living Faiths’ in contemporary Christian life and
ministry contexts.

Level 7 Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, students will

A. Know and understand:
Demonstrate Functional knowledge and understanding of a selection of non-Christian
Living Faiths.

B. Be able to:
1. Critically Analyse the historical development of a selection of non-Christian living faiths.
2. Discuss the beliefs and practices of a selection of non-Christian living faiths

3. Present Critical evidence-based perspectives on a selection of non-Christian living faiths

C. Be in a position to:

Applying perspectives and skills from ‘Living Faiths’ to contemporary Christian life and
ministry practice as a reflective practitioner.




Level 8 Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, students will

A. Know and understand:

Demonstrate Advanced knowledge and understanding of, and the research underlying, a
selection of non-Christian Living Faiths.

B. Be able to:
1. Investigate the historical development of a selection of non-Christian living faiths.
2. Examine the beliefs and practices of a selection of non-Christian living faiths.
3. Present Research-Aware evidence-based perspectives on a selection of non-Christian
living faiths
C. Be in a position to:

Applying perspectives and skills from ‘Living Faiths’ to contemporary Christian life and
ministry practice as a reflective practitioner

Unit Content

The historical roots, beliefs, practices, cultural influences and contemporary reforms in TWO,
THREE or FOUR of the following living faiths: Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, Australian

Aboriginal religions, primal religions.




3. Unit Overview

Date Topic ‘ Readings ‘
Week 1 (26 | Introduction: Overview of World Religions
Jub) Christianity and World Religions (1)
Christianity and World Religions (2)
Week 2 (2 | Judaism: History (1) Corduan p. 62-91
Aug) Judaism: History (2) Halverson p.121-143
Texts p. 4-27
Week 3 (9 Judaism: Key Beliefs
Aug) The Practice of Judaism (1)
The 613 Mitzvot
Week 4 (16 | The Practice of Judaism (2)
Aug) Judaism: Contemporary Issues

Intensives (22-26 August)

Week 5 (30 | Sharing the Gospel with Jews
Aug) Islam: History (1) Corduan p. 93-167
Halverson p. 3-120
Texts p. 28-57
Week 6 (6 Islam: History (2)
Sep) Islam: Beliefs
Week 7 (13 | The Practice of Islam (1)
Sep) The Practice of Islam (2)
Islam: Contemporary Issues

Semester Break (19-30 September)

Week 8 (4 Sharing the Gospel with Muslims
Oct) Introduction to Hinduism Corduan p. 267-312
Halverson p. 87-102
Texts p. 58-79
Week 9 (11 | Hinduism: History
Oct) Hindu Beliefs




Week 10 (18 | Hindu Practices
Oct) Hinduism: Current Issues
Week 11 (25 | Buddhism: Introduction and History Corduan p. 313-357
Oct) Buddhism: Beliefs Halverson p. 54-69
Buddhism: Practice Texts p. 82-93
Week 12 (1 | Buddhism: Current Issues
Nov)

Sharing the Gospel with Followers of Eastern
Religions




4. Assessment (SAMPLE ONLY)

LEVEL 6 ASSESSMENT (EMO021-612)

1. Written Response: 25% of Total Mark; 1,350 words
Written response to two questions on the historical development of two living faiths.
Due Date: 18™ August, 2022

2. Essay - 50% of Total Mark; 2,800 words

Topic: Write an evaluation of the current state of a major living faith (Islam, Judaism, Hinduism
or Buddhism). Your analysis should include an explanation of how historical developments and
core beliefs and practices combined to mold this faith into what it is today.

Normal RTC guidelines for the submission of essays apply (see RTC Academic Manual). Please
follow these carefully, especially when it comes to referencing and bibliography.

Due Date: 13® October

Very good Good Acceptable Requires Comments

improvement
(D, HD) © (P+,P) (barePor F)

Presentation
Documentation
(footnotes/endnotes)
Bibliography
Structure
English expression

Content
Abstract
Understanding of issues involved
in and relevant to the topic
Presentation of a clearly
reasoned argument
Engagement with relevant
secondary sources
Evidence of thinking for oneself
Application of principles to real
life contexts
Conclusion

3. Classroom Test - 25% of Total Mark

Date: 3" November




LEVEL 7 ASSESSMENT (EM021-712)

1. Written Response: 25% of Total Mark; 1,500 words
Written response to two questions on the historical development of two living faiths.
Due Date: 18™ August, 2022

2. Essay - 50% of Total Mark; 3,000 words

Topic: Write an evaluation of the current state of a major living faith (Islam, Judaism, Hinduism
or Buddhism). Your analysis should include an explanation of how historical developments and
core beliefs and practices combined to mold this faith into what it is today.

Normal RTC guidelines for the submission of essays apply (see RTC Academic Manual). Please
follow these carefully, especially when it comes to referencing and bibliography.

Due Date: 13™ October

Very good Good Acceptable Requires Comments

improvement
(D, HD) © (P+,P) (barePor F)

Presentation
Documentation
(footnotes/endnotes)
Bibliography
Structure
English expression

Content
Abstract
Understanding of issues involved
in and relevant to the topic
Presentation of a clearly
reasoned argument
Engagement with relevant
secondary sources
Evidence of thinking for oneself
Application of principles to real
life contexts
Conclusion

3. Classroom Test - 25% of Total Mark

Date: 3" November




LEVEL 8 ASSESSMENT (EM021-812)

1. Written Response: 20% of Total Mark; 1,500 words
Written response to two questions on the historical development of two living faiths.
Due Date: 18™ August, 2022

2. Essay - 50% of Total Mark; 3,000 words

Topic: Write an evaluation of the current state of a major living faith (Islam, Judaism, Hinduism
or Buddhism). Your analysis should include an explanation of how historical developments and
core beliefs and practices combined to mold this faith into what it is today.

Normal RTC guidelines for the submission of essays apply (see RTC Academic Manual). Please
follow these carefully, especially when it comes to referencing and bibliography.

Due Date: 13™ October

Very good Good Acceptable Requires Comments

improvement
(D, HD) © (P+,P) (barePor F)

Presentation
Documentation
(footnotes/endnotes)
Bibliography
Structure
English expression

Content
Abstract
Understanding of issues involved
in and relevant to the topic
Presentation of a clearly
reasoned argument
Engagement with relevant
secondary sources
Evidence of thinking for oneself
Application of principles to real
life contexts
Conclusion

3. Classroom Test - 15% of Total Mark

Date: 3" November

4. Book Review: 15% of Total Mark; 1,500 words

The book review will give you the opportunity to study one of the religions we cover in this unit in
more depth. Book to be decided on in consultation with me.

Due Date: 15™ September




5. Learning Materials

We will make use of the following prescribed texts:

1. Corduan, W 2012 Neighboring Faiths - A Christian Guide to World Religions.
Downers Grove: IVP Academic.

2. Halverson, D.1996 The Compact Guide to World Religions. Minneapolis: Bethany

3. Living Faiths: Key Scriptures and Texts. - You will receive a copy during the first class
(if required). In studying world religions, it is important that we also consult the primary
sources (scriptures and key texts). This manual contains selection from some of the most
important source documents of the religions that we will be studying.

4. Classnotes - Youwill receive a copy during the first class (if required). It will also be
available on the Moodle site for this unit.

6. Moodle

Each student will be assigned a username and password in order to access
the RTC’s EMO021, “Living Faiths,” unit page. Please keeping visiting
this page as resources and other information will be uploaded to it
periodically.

7. Key Dates

18" August - Hand in ‘Written Responses’

15" September - Book Review Due (EM021-812 students only)
13™ October — Hand in Essay

3" November - Classroom Test




