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LA005-612/812

New Testament Greek A
Unit Outline

About this Unit Outline

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the unit New
Testament Greek A. It provides a structure for your learning, giving details of lesson topics,
assessment requirements, and key resources.
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To know Greek was the basis of the Reformation

J.H. Merle d’Aubigne (Historian of the Reformation)

I have firmly decided to study Greek, nobody except God can prevent it. It
is not a matter of personal ambition but one of understanding the most
Sacred Writings.

Ulrich Zwingli (Swiss-German Reformer, 1484-1531)

I have turned my entire attention to Greek. The first thing I shall do, as
soon as the money arrives, is to buy some Greek authors; after that, I shall
buy clothes.

Desiderius Erasmus (Publisher of the first Greek N'T, 1466-1536)

I have turned my entire attention to Greek. The first thing I shall do, as
soon as the money arrives, is to buy some Greek authors; after that, I shall
buy clothes.

Desiderius Erasmus (Publisher of the first Greek NT, 1466-1536)

1. Introduction

1.1. The Teacher

This unit will be taught by Dr Martin Williams. Martin joined the RTC in
2012. He has lecturing experience and has been engaged in mission in
Cameroon, West Africa, under the auspices of a Korean Presbyterian Church. ‘
He has, in addition, years of pastoral experience in the Presbyterian Church.
Martin is married to Joy and they have three children, Jonathan, Sarah, and
Hannah. Martin’s doctoral dissertation, “The Doctrine of Salvation in the First
Letter of Peter,”was published by Cambridge University Press.

1.2. The Unit

Learning to read the New Testament in its original language opens up a richness of understanding of
the Word of God. There are fresh insights and nuances that can deepen your love of God’s Word and
enable you to come to know God better as a result of better understanding of his new covenant
revelation.

The books of the New Testament were originally written in the lingua franca (Common Language) of
the time, Koine Greek (Common Greek). This is one of the "ancestors” of the Greek language spoken
today. Students will study a basic introductory grammar of New Testament Greek, and early on will
commence reading the Greek New Testament, which as the unit progresses, you will be able to
increasingly understand.

This unit opens up the world of the New Testament in a way that is both interesting and vital for
students of the Bible. It is the basic building block of New Testament study. Like all language studies
it requires application and time, but I am sure that you will find it very rewarding and encouraging.




2. Unit Description

LAOO5-612 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand
1. The common terminology and grammatical descriptions used in grammars, lexicons

and commentaries

2. New Testament Greek grammar and syntax to at least halfway through one standard
grammar of New Testament Greek

3. About 150-300 words of Greek vocabulary.

4. Essential grammatical issues that influence understanding and translation of the
Greek text of the New Testament

B. Be able to

1. Understand common terminology and grammatical descriptions used in grammars,
lexicons and commentaries

2. Utilise Foundational paradigms, constructions and vocabulary

C. Be in a position to

1. Begintranslation of simple Greek New Testament texts

LAOO5-612 Unit Content

Typical areas to be covered would include completion of at least the first half of a standard
introduction to New Testament Greek (e.g. Duff, Stevens, Mounce).



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

LAOO5-812 Learning outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, students will:
A. Know and understand

1. Demonstrate an Advanced technical knowledge and understanding of Koine Greek
grammar and syntax (up to one-half'to two-thirds through one standard Koine
Greek grammar)

2. Develop a highly competent Analytical perspective and clear understanding of the
essential features of NT Greek grammar and syntax

B. Be able to

1. Utilise and work towards a mastery of Foundational paradigms, constructions and
vocabulary

2. Read simple blocks of Koine Greek text and Examine them grammatically, with a
view to clearly explaining and analysing relevant exegetical elements of the text

C. Be in a position to

1. Beginning to read Koine Greek for oneself, applying grammatical insights to one’s
reading and understanding of'a NT text, evaluating Greek syntactical structures,
and explaining such insights to others

2. Undertaking some Advanced language and translation skills - e.g. translating simple
sentences and phrases from English into Koine Greek, beginning to Evaluate
translation options, utilising the textual apparatus, diagramming of simple
sentences

LAOOS5-812 Unit Content

Typical areas to be covered would include completion of at least the first half of a standard
introduction to New Testament Greek (e.g. Duff, Stevens, Mounce).




3. Textbooks

Required Textbooks

Please note that these tools are essential from day one of the course. If you do not have them
before class begins on the first day, then you will quickly fall behind. They are not like the
resources in some classes in which you have occasional reading to do in them. These will all
be your constant companions and regular working tools every day of your life from now until
the end of second semester. Always bring all of the required texts to class—even on exam
days.

®  Mounce, William D. Basics of Biblical Greek. 4th ed. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2018. (Bring to class every day.)

®  Mounce, William D. Workbook for Basics of Biblical Greek. 4th
ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2018. (Bring to class)

® Danker, Frederick William, The Concise Greek-English
Lexicon of the New Testament. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2009. (Level 6 students)

®  Bauer, W., W. F. W. Danker, F. Arndt and F. W. Gingrich, A
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Daniel B. I
Christian Literature (38rd ed.; Chicago: University of Chicago, \\A [§ I A C F i
2000). (Level 8 students) = ‘ |

i

Helpful Resources |

BEYOND e BASICS [

"= Mounce, William D. Biblical Greek: A Compact Guide. Second
edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2019.

"  Mounce, William D. Basics of Biblical Greek Vocabulary Cards (Zondervan Vocabulary
Builder Series) [Cards]

"  Mounce, William D. Biblical Greek Laminated Sheet (Zondervan Get an A! Study Guides)
[Pamphlet]

Optional Resources
"=  Mounce, William D. The Morphology of Biblical Greek. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.

" Merkle, Benjamin L., and Robert Plummer. Beginning with New Testament Greek: An
Introductory Study of the Grammar and Syntax of the New Testament. Tennessee: B&H
Academic, 2020).

® Decker, Rodney J. Reading Koine Greek: An Introduction and Integrated Workbook. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2014.

"= DeMoss, Matt. Pocket Dictionary for the Study of NT Greek. Downers Grove, IVP, 2001.

®  Huffman, Douglas S. The Handy Guide to New Testament Greek. Grand Rapids: Kregel
Academic, 2012.




4. Requirements

Workbook

Complete the translation exercises in the workbook as assigned by the lecturer. You will
discover that the more of these translation exercises that you do, the better you will learn
Greek. Those who always do all the work in the workbook, assigned or not, always do better
than average in the class. There is an answer key to the fourth edition of the workbook
available on the unit page at the RTC eCampus.

Vocabulary

By the end of the second semester, the words occurring 50 or more times in the Greek New
Testament will be memorized. This amounts to about 320 words that account for about 80%
of the words in the New Testament. The student is responsible to master the words as
assigned chapter-by-chapter in the textbook. Mounce’s vocabulary cards are very handy to
carry with you and review in any spare minutes you find. A handy reference list is available
on Rod Decker’s NT Resources web page:

http://ntresources.com/blog/documents/elgkvoc?2.pdf (also available on Moodle)

See Mounce’s own webpage:

https://billmounce.com/flashworks

Also see the useful Apps here (for iOS and Android):

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/basics-of-biblical-
greek/id5708280977mt=8

https://play.google.com/store/search?q=mounce

Quizzlet has mandy different databases available
(for Mounce here):

https://quizlet.com/subject/Mounce/

///// WARNING! /////

If you don’t keep up on your vocabulary, you will fail
this unit. It is not difficult if you keep up on a weekly
basis, but a word to the wise: you won'’t be able to
memorize enough words the night before the exam
after the first month.



http://ntresources.com/blog/documents/elgkvoc2.pdf
https://billmounce.com/flashworks
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/basics-of-biblical-greek/id570828097?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/basics-of-biblical-greek/id570828097?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=mounce
https://quizlet.com/subject/Mounce/

Quizzes and Exams

Four quizzes are scheduled during the semester, in addition to the final exam. See the
schedule below. If you want quiz material that you can use for review and study purposes,
then check out Mounce’s own quizzes. He has posted them on the textbook web site:
https://www.billmounce.com/biblicalgreekl. They are different than mine, but cover the
same material.

Reading

There is little collateral reading in this class; most of our time in spent on learning the
elements of Greek grammar. But there is some very helpful reading that will get you started
in the right direction that I do assign. The book by Robertson (one of the giants among early
20th century grammarians of the N'T) is on reserve in the library and the full text of the
assigned chaptersis also available on Moodle (on which see below). Black’s bookis arequired
reading and will be used both semesters (also available on Moodle):

Text Chapter

Black, Using New Testament Greek in Ministry ch.1

Robertson, The Minister and His Greek NT chs. 1,7, &9

Black, Using New Testament Greek in Ministry ch.2
Reflection

Write a 600-word reflection based on the above readings reflecting on the value that Greek
has for Christian ministry today. This is due: Friday, 28th May.

RTC eCampus (Moodle)

Each student will be assigned a username and password to access
the unit page on the RTC eCampus. Please visit this page [
regularly as resources and other information will be uploaded ‘u‘v'“? - :

periodically. This is also an ideal place for student and NS )

lecturer interaction outside of the class. At the end of each
lecture, the Powerpoint presentation for that lesson
will also go up on Moodle. You will also find useful charts,
additional information, and links on the Greek Moodle page.



https://www.billmounce.com/biblicalgreek1

5. Tentative Class Schedule

The outline of the unit is indicated on the Tentative Schedule below. Since language
learning is cumulative, it is imperative that you stay caught up and come to class. You will
benefit most from the unit if you read the assigned chapter before coming to class. It is
expected that the student will be present and on time each time the class meets, unless
providentially hindered. Each class will be structured as follows:

Semester 1 (23 February - 16 June)

Wk/Date Thursday Mounce Chapter

Quiz / Exam

123/02 9:00-12:00 Intro (1-2)
12:40-1:30 3/4
2 02/03 9:00-12:00 5
12:40-1:30 6
3 09/03 9:00-12:00 7
12:40-1:30 8
4 16/03 9:00-12:00 9
12:40-1:30 10
5 23/03 9:00-12:00 11
12:40-1:30 12
6 30/03 9:00-12:00 13
12:40-1:30 14
7 06/04 9:00-12:00 Translation (chs 6-14) | Quiz 2: chs 9-14
12:40-1:30 15

Study Break (10-23 April)

8 27/04 9:00-12:00 16
12:40-1:30 17
9 04/05 9:00-12:00 18
12:40-1:30 g

Study Break/Intensives (8-14 May)

10 18/05 9:00-12:00 20
12:40-1:30 20

11 25/05 9:00-12:00 21
12:40-1:30 22

12 01/06 9:00-12:00 23
1240130 |24

Reading Week (5-9 June)
Exam Week (12-16 June)



6. Assessment

Exams and Quizzes Chapter
4 quizzes @ 10% each 40%
Reflection 10%

Final Exam (3 hours) 50%

Total 100%

7. Computer Resources

The author of your textbook has made a number of computer-based, web-based, and printed
resources available on his website: https://www.billmounce.com/. These include
vocabulary and parsing drills/tutorials, a Greek-English dictionary, chapter overviews in
pdf, iPod, and iPad formats, a Greek font, and much more. Most of these materials are
available in both Windows and Apple format.

Bill Mounce
Foran nformed Love o

ove of God

If you want to learn more abou Bill’s new book, Why | Trust the Bible,
Including issues he was not able to cover in the book, check out BillMounce.com/trust.

Do you wanitito leaffi biblical Greek?
You'll know yeuUF Bibl&better and grow spiritually! N

Buy Videos Now

’
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Option A Option B

o BIBLE STUDY GREEK
Q Use a computer & interlinear

‘REFE
S e ' GREEI

GRAMMAR
Y thi Té
i STUDY the Greek New Testament WILLIAM D
i MOUNCE




“Mr. Osborne, may | be excused?
My brain is full.”

This is your part, do you have any questions
about the unit or anything related to it? Okay, you
will probably have other questions as we get into
the course, so, hang on to your seats for the
journey of a lifetime, a journey into the world of
New Testament Greek!

God bless you in your studies!
Your Instructor,

Martin Williams




