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LA003-612/812

Biblical Hebrew A
Unit Outline

About this Unit Outline

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the unit Biblical
Hebrew A. It provides a structure for your learning, giving details of lesson topics, assessment
requirements, and key resources.
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LAOO3-612/812 Biblical Hebrew A

1. Introduction

1.1. The Teacher

Stephen Lewis comes to us from Knowlton Presbyterian Church in New
Jersey, a church he pastored for five years. Stephen has extensive ministry
experience as a church planter and taught in the online program at
Westminster Theological Seminary. Stephen holds three degrees, including a
PhD in Hermeneutics and Biblical Interpretation (Old Testament), awarded |
by Westminster Theological Seminary Philadelphia in 2018. His doctoral j

thesis was titled “Narrative Analogy and the Theological Message of Esther:
Israel’s Conflicted Relationship with an Angry Sovereign.”

1.2. The RTC

The RTC is a reformed, evangelical theological college based in Melbourne,

Australia. We offer flexible study options across a broad range of courses,
providing high quality training for Christian life and ministry. The RTC
values and strives for ministry training and theological education that is:
Biblically Grounded, Theologically Robust, Gospel Hearted, Spiritually
Rich, Culturally Relevant, and Winsomely Engaging. We are committed to

a historic Reformed theological understanding of the gospel and biblical
truth. The Reformed doctrinal position is stated fully in four documents
that the Christian church developed in the 16th & 17th Centuries. RTC is
committed to these four confessions of faith (The Heidelberg Catechism,
The Belgic Confession, The Canons of Dort and The Westminster
Confession of Faith). More information about the RTC can be found onits
home page, www.rtc.edu.au. The courses provided by the RTC are
accredited through the agency of the ACT, the Australian College of Theology (see page 12
of'the 2021 of the ACT Handbook).

1.3. The Unit

Learning toread the Old Testament in its original

language opens up a richness of understanding of
the Word of God. There are fresh insights and
nuances that can deepen your love of God’s Word
and enable you to come to know God better.
Students will study abasic introductory grammar
of Biblical Hebrew. Like all language study, it
requires time and application but I am sure you
will find it rewarding and encouraging.


http://www.rtc.edu.au/

2. Unit Description

LAOO3-612 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand
1. Common terminology and grammatical descriptions used in grammars, lexicons
and commentaries

2. Hebrew grammar and syntax up to at least half way through one standard grammar
of Biblical Hebrew (chapters 1-17 of Pratico & Van Pelt)

3. About 225 words of Hebrew vocabulary.

4. Essential grammatical issues that influence understanding and translation of the
Hebrew text of the Old Testament

B. Be able to

1. Understand common grammatical terminology and descriptions used in grammars,
lexicons and commentaries

2. Utilise Foundational paradigms, constructions and vocabulary
C. Be in a position to

1. Begin translation of simple Biblical Hebrew texts

LAOO3-612 Unit Content

Typical areas to be covered would include an introduction to Biblical Hebrew through
completion of at least the first half of a standard Hebrew grammar (e.g., Kelley, Ross, Seow).



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

LAOO3-812 Learning outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, students will:
A. Know and understand

1. Demonstrate an Advanced technical knowledge and understanding of Biblical
Hebrew grammar and syntax (up to one-half to two-thirds through one standard
grammar of Biblical Hebrew)

2. Develop a highly competent Analytical perspective and clear understanding of the
essential features of Biblical Hebrew grammar and syntax

B. Be able to

1. Utilise and work towards a mastery of Foundational paradigms, constructions and
vocabulary

2. Read simple blocks of Biblical Hebrew text and Examine them grammatically, with a
view to clearly explaining and analysing relevant exegetical elements of the text

C. Be in a position to

1. Beginreading Biblical Hebrew for oneself, applying grammatical insights to one’s
reading and understanding of a Hebrew text, evaluating Hebrew syntactical
structures, and explaining such insights to others

2. Undertake some advanced language and translation skills - e.g. translating simple
sentences and phrases from English into Hebrew, beginning to evaluate translation
options, utilising the textual apparatus, diagramming of simple sentences

LAOO3-812 Unit Content

Typical areas to be covered would include completion of at least the first half of a standard
introduction to Biblical Hebrew.




3. Textbooks

3.1 Required Textbooks

For our unitin 2022, the required books are.

= Pratico, Gary D. & Miles V. van Pelt, Basics of Biblical Hebrew: " T
Grammar, Third Edition (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, tetundiiiiba
2019) BASICS of

®  Pratico, Gary D. & Miles V. van Pelt, Basics of Biblical Hebrew: BIBLICAL

Workbook, Third Edition (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, HEBRE\]\/
2019)

GRAMMAR
® DeRouchie, Jason S., How to Understand and Apply the Old GARY D. PRATICO
Testament. Twelve Steps from Exegesis to Theology. (P & R MILESV VAN PELT
Publishing, 2017) (Level 8 students)

3.2 Helpful Resources

= Elliger, K. & W. Rudolph (eds), Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Stuttgart: Deutsche
Bibelgesellscgaft, 1977)

" TFutato, Mark D. Basics of Hebrew Accents. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2020)

" Holladay, William L. (ed), A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament
(Leiden, Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 1988)

" Howell, Adam J., Benjamin L. Merkle, and Robert L. Plummer. Hebrew for Life: Strategies
for Learning, Retaining, and Reviving Biblical Hebrew. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2020)
3.3 Optional Resources

® Pratico, Gary D. & Miles van Pelt, Old Testament Hebrew Vocabulary Cards, (Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan)

" Long, Gary A., Grammatical Concepts 101 for Biblical Hebrew (Peabody, Mass.:
Hendricksen, 2002)

®  Murphy, Todd J., Pocket Dictionary for the Study of Biblical Hebrew (Downers Grove, I1L.:
IVP, 2003)

® Van Pelt, Miles, English Grammar to Ace Biblical Hebrew (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Zondervan, 2010)




4. Requirements

4.1 Workbook

Complete the translation exercises in the workbook as assigned by the lecturer. You will
discover that the more of these translation exercises that you do, the better you will learn
Hebrew. Those who always do all the work in the workbook, assigned or not, always do better
than average in the class. There is an answer key to the third edition of the workbook
available on the unit page at the RT'C eCampus.

4.2 Vocabulary

///// WARNING! ////]

If you don’t keep up on your vocabulary, you will fail
this unit. It is not difficult if you keep up on a weekly
basis, but a word to the wise: you won’t be able to
memorize enough words the night before the exam
after the first month.

4.3 Classroom Tests

Four classroom tests are scheduled during the
semester, plus the final exam. See the schedule below.

4.4 RTC eCampus (Moodle)

Each student will be assigned a username and password to access
the unit page on the RTC eCampus. Please visit this page
regularly as resources and other information will be
uploaded periodically. This is also an ideal place for
student and lecturer interaction outside of the class.




5. Tentative Class Schedule

Pre-semester intensive (14 - 18 February)

Wk/Date Reading Pratico Chapter Test

Day1 14/02  Psalm 100:1 BBH 1.1-2.6

Day 2 15/02  Psalm 100:1-2 BBH 2.7-3.11

Day3 16/02  Psalm 100:1-3 BBH 4

Day4 17/02  Psalm 100:1-4 BBH5

Day5 18/02  Psalm 100:1-5 Review + test Test1-upto BBH5

Semester 1 (23 February - 15 June)

Wk/Date | Reading | Pratico Chapter Exercises and test

1 23/02 Jonah1:1-2a BBH 6 Exercise 1 Grammar
basics

2 02/03 Jonah 1:1-3 BBH 7-8a Exercise 2 BBH 6-8

3 09/03 Jonah 1:4 BBH 8b-9 Exercise 3BBH 9

4 16/03 Jonah 1:4-5a BBH 9b-10 Exercise 4 BBH 11 +
examples

5 23/03 Jonah 1:5-6 BBH11-12 Exercise 5 BBH 12 +
examples

6 30/03 Jonah 1:7-8 BBH 13, Review Test 2 —upto BBH 12

7 06/04 Jonah 1:9-10 BBH 13-14 Exercise 6 BBH 14

8 27/04 Jonah 1:11-12 BBH 14 Test 3 —up to BBH 14

9 04/05 Jonah 1:13 BBH 15-16 Exercise 7 BBH 15-16

10 18/05 Jonah 1:14 BBH 16 Exercise 8 BBH 16

11 25/05 Jonah 1:15-16 BBH Review Test4 —upto BBH16

12 01/06 Jonah 1:17-2:1 BBH 17 Exercise 9 BBH 17

Reading Week (6-10 June)
Exam Week (13-17 June)




6. Assessment
Assessment Piece Percentage

4 semester tests 50%
Final Exam (three hours) 50%
Total 100%

“Mr. Osborne, may | be excused?
My brain is full.”

This is your part, do you have any questions
about the course or anything related to it? Okay,
you will probably have other questions as we get
into the course, so, hang on to your seats for the
journey of a lifetime, a journey into the world of
Biblical Hebrew!

God bless you in your studies. Shalom!
Your Instructor,

Stephen Lewis



