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Jesus and the
Gospels

About this Unit Outline

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the unit Jesus and
the Gospels (on campus). It provides a structure for your learning, giving details of lesson
topics, assessment requirements, and key resources.
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1. Introduction

1.1. The Teacher

This unit will be taught by Dr Martin Williams. Martin joined the RTC in r
2012. He has lecturing experience and has been engaged in mission in

Cameroon, West Africa, under the auspices of a Korean Presbyterian Church.
He has, in addition, years of pastoral experience in the Presbyterian Church.

|

Martin is married to Joy and they have three children, Jonathan, Sarah, and
Hannah. Martin’s doctoral dissertation, “The Doctrine of Salvation in the First
Letter of Peter,”was published by Cambridge University Press.

1.2. The RTC

The RTC is a reformed, evangelical theological college based in
Melbourne, Australia. We offer flexible study options across abroad range

of courses, providing high quality training for Christian life and ministry.

The RTC values and strives for ministry training and theological

education that is: Biblically Grounded, Theologically Robust, Gospel

Hearted, Spiritually Rich, Culturally Relevant, and Winsomely Engaging.

We are committed to a historic Reformed theological understanding of
the gospel and biblical truth. The Reformed doctrinal position is stated

fully in four documents that the Christian church developed in the 16th &

17th Centuries. RTC is committed to these four confessions of faith (The

Heidelberg Catechism, The Belgic Confession, The Canons of Dort and

The Westminster Confession of Faith). More information about the RTC can be found on

its home page, www.rtc.edu.au. The courses provided by the RTC are accredited through the agency
ofthe ACT, the Australian College of Theology (see page 12 of the 2016 of the ACT Handbook).

1.3. The Unit

Mg & Bt

The unit NTO001-512/812—Jesus and the
73 Gospels—is one of the two foundational units
41 that form the basis for all further study ofthe New
| Testament. Its primary concern is to enable
students to gain a clear understanding of the
| ministry of Jesus and of the contents, themes,
and character of the Gospels. Students will gain
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an understanding of the main shape of the
Gospels, with the identification of major units,
‘ H a8 , sections and motifs. Notable features will be
explored in reference to particular examples, and the recognition of broader patterns and
appreciation of the narrative as a whole.


http://www.rtc.edu.au/

2. Unit Description

NTOO1-512 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand

Demonstrate foundational knowledge and understanding of the ministry of Jesus and the
contents, themes and character of the canonical Gospels.

B. Be able to

1. Describe the historical, socio-cultural, religious and political setting of first-century
Palestine as the context of Jesus’ life and ministry

2. Identify the distinctive features of the four Gospels and the interrelationships between
them

3. Present organised evidence-based perspectives on: a) the life and identity of Jesus; and b)
the message and ministry of Jesus

C. Be in a position to

1. Relating perspectives from ‘Jesus and the Gospels’ to contemporary Christian living and
ministry contexts.

NTOO01-512 Unit Content

a. Context and setting: The historical, socio-cultural, religious and political setting of first
century Palestine

b. One Gospel and four Gospels:
i. A detailed study of one or more gospels
ii. Distinctive features of the Gospels
iii. The interrelationship of the Gospels
c. The identity and life of Jesus:

i. The designations and titles of Jesus

ii. The passion and resurrection narratives



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

d. The message and ministry of Jesus:
i. The Kingdom of God in the proclamation of Jesus
ii. The significance and interpretation of the parables
iii. The ethics of Jesus, including the Sermon on the Mount
iv. The miracles of Jesus and their significance
e. Reflection (through a-d) on the significance of Jesus Christ for contemporary life and

ministry

NTO0O01-612 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s wehsite. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand

Demonstrate foundational knowledge and understanding of the ministry of Jesus and the
contents, themes and character of the canonical Gospels.

B. Be able to

1. Describe the historical, socio-cultural, religious and political setting of first-century
Palestine as the context of Jesus’ life and ministry

2. Identify the distinctive features of the four Gospels and the interrelationships between
them

3. Present organised evidence-based perspectives on: a) the life and identity of Jesus; and b)
the message and ministry of Jesus

C. Be in a position to

1. Relating perspectives from ‘Jesus and the Gospels’ to contemporary Christian living and
ministry contexts.

NTOO01-612 Unit Content

a. Context and setting: The historical, socio-cultural, religious and political setting of first
century Palestine

b. One Gospel and four Gospels:



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

i. A detailed study of one or more gospels
ii. Distinctive features of the Gospels
iii. The interrelationship of the Gospels

c. The identity and life of Jesus:
i. The designations and titles of Jesus
ii. The passion and resurrection narratives

d. The message and ministry of Jesus:
i. The Kingdom of God in the proclamation of Jesus
ii. The significance and interpretation of the parables
iii. The ethics of Jesus, including the Sermon on the Mount
iv. The miracles of Jesus and their significance

e. Reflection (through a-d) on the significance of Jesus Christ for contemporary life and
ministry

NTO0O01-812 Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand

Demonstrate advanced knowledge and understanding of the ministry of Jesus and the
contents, themes and character of the canonical Gospels.

B. Be able to

1. Explain the influence of the historical, socio-cultural, religious and political setting of
first-century Palestine as the context of Jesus’ life and ministry

2. Critically analyse the distinctive features of the four Gospels and the interrelationships
between them

3. Present Critical evidence-based perspectives on: a) the life and identity of Jesus; and b)
the message and ministry of Jesus




C. Be in a position to

1. Applying knowledge and critical thinking skill from ‘Jesus and the Gospels’ to
contemporary Christian living and ministry contexts

NTOO01-812 Unit Content

Jesus’ life and ministry, with special reference to the following:

a. Context and setting: The historical, socio-cultural, religious and political setting of first
century Palestine.

b. One Gospel and four Gospels:
1. A detailed study of one or more gospels.
ii. Distinctive features of the Gospels.
iii. The interrelationship of the Gospels.
c. The identity and life of Jesus:
i. The designations and titles of Jesus.
ii. The passion and resurrection narratives.
d. The message and ministry of Jesus:
i. The Kingdom of God in the proclamation of Jesus.
ii. The significance and interpretation of the parables.
iii. The ethics of Jesus, including the Sermon on the Mount.

iv. The miracles of Jesus and their significance.

e. Reflection (through a-d) on the significance of Jesus Christ for contemporary life and
ministry.




3. Textbooks

3.1. Required Texts

English Text of the Gospels: The English Standard Version (ESV) is recommended.
Mark L. Strauss, Four Portraits, One Jesus: A Survey of Jesus and the Gospels (2™ Edition.,

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2020). (Available in print, on Logos Bible Software, and as a
digital book through the RTC library)

3.2. Recommended Texts

Kruger, Michael (ed.) A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the New
Testament: The Gospel Realized (Wheaton, Ill: Crossway, 2016).
(Highly recommended also for the second semester unit NT002:
“The Early New Testament Church.”)

D. A. Carson and Douglas J. Moo, An Introduction to the New
Testament (Leicester: Apollos, 2005). (This book will be
required reading for the second semester unit NT002:
“The Early New Testament Church.”)

Green Joel B, Jeannine K. Brown and Nicholas Perrin (Eds.)
Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (2nd ed. Downers
Grove: IVP, 2013). (Highly recommended)

Ladd, G. E., A Theology of the New Testament (Revised edition.,
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993).

Marshall, Chris, Kingdom Come: The Kingdom of God in the Teaching of
Jesus (Eugene: Wipf & Stock, 1990).

Wright, N. T. and Michael F. Bird, The New Testament in Its World: An Introduction to the
History, Literature, and Theology of the First Christian (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2019).

3.3. Select Bibliography

Bailey, Kenneth E. Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospel.
(London: SPCK, 2008).

Barnett, Paul. Jesus and the Rise of FEarly Christianity: A History of New Testament Times
(Downers Grove: IVP, 1999).

_____. Bethlehem to Patmos: The New Testament Story (Sydney: Hodder & Stoughton, 1989).

Bateman, Herbert W., Darrell L. Bock, and Gordon H. Johnston, Jesus The Messiah: Tracing
The Promises, Expectations, And Coming Of Israel (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel
Academic & Professional, 2012).



Bauckham, Richard. Jesus and the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006).

Bayer, Hans F., A Theology of Mark: The Dynamic between Christology and Authentic
Discipleship (Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing, 2012).

Beach, Mark, “The Kingdom of God: A Brief Exposition of Its Meaning and Implications.”
Mid-America Journal of Theology (2012): 53-76.

Bird, Michael F. The Gospel of Our Lord: How the Early Church Wrote the Story of Jesus
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2014).

__ . Jesus is the Christ: The Messianic Testimony of the Gospels (Downers Grove: IVP,
2012).

Blomberg, Craig L. Jesus and the Gospels: An Introduction and Survey (2nd ed., Nashville, TN:
B&H Academic, 2009).

. The Historical Reliability of the Gospels. 2™
edition (Downers Grove: IVP, 2007).

. The Historical Reliability of John’s Gospel: Issues
and Commentary. (2" edition., Downers Grove:
IVP, 2001).

Bock, Darrell L., A Theology of Luke and Acts (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2012).

Bock, Darrell L. and Robert L. Webb, Key Fvents in the
Life of the Historical Jesus (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2010).

Bock, Darrell L. Jesus According to Scripture:
Restoring the Portrait from the Gospels (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2002).

Bock, Darrell L., and Daniel B. Wallace, Dethroning
Jesus: Exposing Popular Culture’s Quest to Unseat the Biblical Christ (Nashville, TN:
Thomas Nelson, 2007).

Bowman, Robert M. and J. Ed Komoszewski, Putting Jesus in His Place: The Case for the
Deity of Christ (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2007).

Bruce, F. F. Jesus: Lord & Savior (Downers Grove: IVP, 1986).

Burge, Gary M., Lynn H. Cohick, and Gene L. Green, The New Testament in Antiquity: A
Survey of the New Testament Within Its Cultural Context. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
20009.

Carson, D. A. Jesus the Son of God: A Christological Title Often Overlooked, Sometimes
Misunderstood, and Currently Disputed (Nottingham: IVP, 2012).

Dunn, James D. G. The Oral Gospel Tradition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2013).
_ . Jesus Remembered (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003).

Eddy, Paul R. and Gregory A. Boyd. The Jesus Legend: A Case for the Historical Reliability of
the Synoptic Jesus Tradition (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007).




Ferguson, Everett. Backgrounds of Early Christianity (3rd ed., Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2003).

Garland, David E., A Theology of Mark’s Gospel (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2015).

Green, Joel B, and Lee Martin McDonald (eds.) The World of the New Testament: Cultural,
Social, and Historical Contexts (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2013).

Gundry, R. H. A Survey of the New Testament. 5™ edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012.

Harding, Mark, and Alanna Nobbs (eds.), The Content and Setting of the Gospel Tradition
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010).

Keener, Craig S. Christobiography: Memory, History, and the Reliability of the Gospels.
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010).

__.Miracles: The Credibility of the New Testament Accounts. 2 vols. (Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2011).

__.The Historical Jesus of the Gospels (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009).

Kostenberger, Andreas J., L. Scott Kellum and Charles L Quarles, The Cradle, the Cross, and
the Crown: An Introduction to the New Testament. (Second Edition, Nashville, TN: B & H
Academic, 2016).

Kostenberger, Andreas J., A Theology of John’s Gospel and Letters (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2009).

Kostenberger, Andreas J., and Alexander E. Stewart, The First Days of Jesus: The Story of the
Incarnation (Wheaton: Crossway, 2015).

Kostenberger, Andreas J., and Justin Taylor, The Final Days of Jesus: The Most Important
Week of the Most Important Person Who Ever Lived (Wheaton: Crossway, 2014).

Meier, John P. A Marginal Jew (5 vols., New York: Doubleday, 1991- 2016).
Morgan, C. and Peterson, R. (eds) The Kingdom of God (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway, 2012).
___.TheDeity of Christ (Wheaton, I1l.: Crossway, 2011).

Pennington, Jonathan T. Reading the Gospels Wisely: A Narrative and Theological
Introduction (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2012).

Poythress, Vern S. The Miracles of Jesus: How the Savior’s Mighty Acts Serve as Signs of
Redemption. Wheaton: Crossway, 2016.

Ridderbos, Herman N. The Coming of the Kingdom (Philadelphia: Presbyterian and
Reformed, 1962).

Schnabel, Eckhard, J. Jesus in Jerusalem: The Last Days. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2018.

Schreiner, Thomas R. New Testament Theology: Magnifying God in Christ (Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2008).

Snodgrass, K. Stories with Intent: A Comprehensive Guide to the Parables of Jesus (Grand
Rapids, Mich.; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans, 2008).

Stanton, G. The Gospels and Jesus. 2nd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002.

Stein, Robert. H. Studying the Synoptic Gospels: Origin and Interpretation. (2nd ed., Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2001).




. Jesus the Messiah: A Survey of the Life of Christ (Downers Grove: IVP, 1996).

__. The Method and Message of Jesus’ Teachings. (Revised edition, Louisville:
Westminster John Knox, 1994).

Strimple, Robert B. The Modern Search for the Real Jesus (Philadelphia: Presbyterian and
Reformed, 1995).

Twelftree, Graham H. Jesus the Miracle Worker: A Historical and Theological Study
(Downers Grove: IVP, 1999).

Twelftree, Graham H. (ed.) The Nature Miracles of Jesus: Problems, Perspectives, and
Prospects: A Historical and Theological Study. Eugene: Wipf & Stock, 2017.

Voorwinde, S. “The Kingdom of God in the Proclamation of Jesus.” Pages 329-353 in The
Content and Setting of the Gospel Tradition. Edited by Mark Harding and Alanna Nobbs.
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 2010).

Witherington, Ben, The Jesus Quest: The Third Search for the Jew of Nazareth (Downers
Grove: IVP,1995).

Wright, N. T. The New Testament and the People of God (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992).
Wright, N. T. The Resurrection of the Son of God (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2003).

4. eCampus (Moodie)

Each student will be assigned a username and password to access the unit
page on the RTC eCampus. Please visit this page regularly as resources
and other information will be uploaded periodically. This is also an
ideal place for student and lecturer interaction outside of the class.

Please visit frequently.

5. Guide to Assessments

All students need to view the “Essay Writing Seminar” video on the “Student Resources
Page” on the Reformed Theological College eCampus. You should also read the relevant
sections of the RTC Academic Manual on the same page. All written work for this course
should conform to the guidelines of the SBL Handbook of Style (with the exception of
Australian spelling conventions.) The resources listed in this outline provide a beginning
point for research for assessments for this unit; students are expected to engage with the
works listed there, but are not limited to these resources. The literature on the gospels is
massive, and you are encouraged to consult widely.




Wk Date

Activity

Reading

6th - 10t June

13th - 17th June

Revision Week

Exam Week

1 22" February Lesson 1 Strauss, ch. 5 (for the religious
General Background to the New e ol ifor e 6 ox/galt)
Testament

2 2" March Lesson 2 Watch: The Da Vinci Code
The Jesus Code

3 8th March Lesson 3 Strauss, ch. 14
The Birth of the Messiah

4 15" March Lesson 4 Read Mark’s Gospel
Introduction to Mark’s Gospel Straty’

5 22" March Lesson 5 Strauss, ch. 16
The Kingdom of God in the LLegle) o, &
Proclamation of Jesus

6 29" March Lesson 6 Read Matthew’s Gospel
Introduction to Matthew’s Gospel StralR@y ©

7 5t April Lesson7 Read Matthew 5-7
The Sermon on the Mount

Study 11% - 15™ April

Week

Term 1 18t — 221 April

Holidays

8 261 April Lesson 8 Strauss, ch. 17
The Miracles of Jesus

9 3" May Lesson 9 Read Luke’s Gospel
Introduction to Luke’s Gospel SRR (L6

Study 9™ t0 13" May

Week

10 17" May Lesson 10 Strauss, pp. 447-51
The Parables of Jesus

11 24 May Lesson 11 Read Luke’s Gospel
Introduction to Luke’s Gospel sttt el A0

12 315*May Lesson 12 Strauss, ch. 19
The Death of the Messiah gzgg&::g z;i;r;%zziigh' OGRS




Assessment Piece Percentage

Exam (2 hours for NT001-512/612; 2.5 hours for NT001-812) | 55%

Essay 45%

Total 100%

7.2 NTOO1-512 Essay

“Examine the Role of the Miracles in the Synoptic Gospels.”

7.3 NTOO1-612 Essay

“Write an essay that compares the role of the miracles in John’s Gospel to their
role in the other Gospels. Analyse their role in relation to the kingdom of God.”

The following is just a suggested selection of resources to get you started; your research for
the essay need to be limited to this list.

Arnold, Clinton E., “The Kingdom, Miracles, Satan, and Demons,” pp. 153-78 in The Kingdom
of God (Edited by Christopher W. Morgan, and Robert A. Peterson; Wheaton, Ill.:
Crossway, 2012).

Ashley, Evelyn, “The Miracles of Jesus,” pp. 395-416 in The Content and Setting of the Gospel
Tradition (Edited by Mark Harding and Alanna Nobbs; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010).
(The second part of this article will be more useful than the first.)

Blackburn, B. L., “Miracles and Miracles Stories,” pp. 549-560 in Dictionary of Jesus and the
Gospels (Edited by Joel B. Green, Scot McKnight and I. Howard Marshall. 1st edition.
Downers Grove: IVP,1992).

Kostenberger, Andreas J. L., Scott Kellum and Charles L. Quarles, The Cradle, the Cross, and
the Crown: An Introduction to the New Testament (Nashville, TN: B & H Academic, 2009).
(pp. 289-327, for NT001-512 essay)

Marshall, Chris, Kingdom Come: The Kingdom of God in the Teaching of Jesus (Auckland, NZ:
Impetus, 1993). (pp. 63-93)

Poythress, Vern S. The Miracles of Jesus: How the Savior’s Mighty Acts Serve as Signs of
Redemption. Wheaton: Crossway, 2016.

Ridderbos, Herman N., The Coming of the Kingdom (Philadelphia: Presbyterian and
Reformed Publishing, 1962). (pp. 65-70)

Stanton, G., The Gospels and Jesus. 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002). (pp. 232-
239)




Strauss, Mark L., Four Portraits, One Jesus: An Introduction to Jesus and the Gospels (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2007). (pp. 455-68)

Twelftree, Graham H., “Miracles and Miracles Stories,” pp. 594-604 in Dictionary of Jesus
and the Gospels (Edited by Joel B. Green, Jeannine K. Brown and Nicholas Perrin. 2nd ed.
Downers Grove: IVP, 2013).

Twelftree, Graham H., Jesus the Miracle Worker: A Historical and Theological Study
(Downers Grove: IVP, 1999).

Wright, N. T., Jesus and the Victory of God (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1996). (pp. 186-197)

7.4. NTOO1-812 Essay

“How does Matthew show that Jesus has fulfilled the law?”

The following is just a suggested selection of resources to get you started; your research for
the essay need not be limited to this list. Begin with commentaries on Matthew’s Gospel and
read especially the commentaries on Matthew 5:17-20.

Blomberg, Craig L. Matthews (NAC). Nashville: Broadman, 1992.

Calvin, John, A Harmony of the Gospels Matthew, Mark and Luke, Vol. 1. Translated by A. W.
Morrison. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972.

Carson, D. A. “Matthew,” in EBC, rev., vol. 9:23-670. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011.
France, R. T. The Gospel of Matthew (NICNT). Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007.
Hagner, Donald A., Matthew (WBC), 2 vols. Dallas: Word, 1993-95.

Keener, Craig S. The Gospel of Matthew: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, rev. 2009.

Morris, Leon. The Gospel According to Matthew (Pillar). Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992
Osborne, Grant R. Matthew (ZECNT). Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010.

Reeves, Rodney, Matthew (SOGBC). Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2017.

Turner, David L. Matthew (BECNT). Grand Rapids: Baker, 2008.

Wilkins, Michael J. Matthew (NIVAC). Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004.

Ferguson, Sinclair B. Devoted to God: Blueprints for Sanctification. Edinburgh: Banner of
Truth: 2016. (See esp. ch. 8)

McKnight, Scott, Sermon on the Mount. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2013. (See chs 4 and 5)

Moo, Douglas J. “Jesus and the Authority of the Mosaic Law.” Journal for the Study of the New
Testament 20 (1984): 3-49. (I don’t agree with everything Moo says in his article butitis
a thought-provoking one to interact with!)

Schreiner, Thomas R. 40 Questions About Christians and Biblical Law. Grand Rapids: Kregel,
2010. (See part 3, Questions 27 and 28)

Schreiner, Thomas R. The Law and Its Fulfilment: A Pauline Theology of the Law. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1993. (See pages 234-240)

Stott, John, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount. BST. Nottingham: IVP, 1978.



8. Workload Guideline

The following guide indicates the hours we expect this unit to require, though this will vary
from student to student. If you invest this amount of time we would expect an average
student to get areasonable grade. More time may be required for very high grades or for those
who read or work more slowly. Much more time will be required if you frequently check
Facebook or are generally inclined to distraction or procrastination! Our guideline for study
isthat a full unit will equate to 36 hours in class and twice that out of class, for a total of about

110 hours.

Activity Hours Suggestion

Lectures 36 Lecture hours.

Assessment 1: 30 This is critical reading and research time for

Essay the topical essay. Allow for the 20 hours of
reading. At 20pp/hour this allows for reading
about 400 pages in various books, articles and
commentaries. This will then allow you 10
hours to write up the final report.

Assessment 2: 26 Allow around about 26 hours for exam

Exam preparation. This will give you enough time to
work through your course notes and do any
further reading (such as Strauss) in order to fill
in any gaps in your knowledge.

Reading Week 18 Spend an hour and a half a week (on those
weeks that we are working through a passage in
John’s Gospel) reading Carson’s commentary
and working through questions in the handouts
in preparation for the class.




9. Assessment Criteria: Essay

Your essay will be evaluated on the following criteria (in descending order of importance):

1. Coverage of Relevant Content: your essay should cover the essential content
thoroughly, and reflect awareness of the range of key issues relevant to the subject being
discussed. The issues most pertinent to answering the essay question must receive
adequate depth of treatment.

2. Integration of Ideas and Development of Main Line of Argument: an essay should
have a beginning, a middle and an end, and sustain a main line of argument throughout.
This will require you to assimilate your reading, synthesise the key points, and develop
an overall argument that addresses the question asked in a logical and persuasive
manner. The essay structure should reflect the particular questions asked in the essay
topic.

3. Critical Reflection: an essay is essentially an exercise in independent, critical thinking.
The essence of critical reflection is the ability to evaluate, in a reasoned and thoughtful
manner, the assumptions, perspectives and arguments of others. It entails moving
beyond an immediate subjective reaction to something (e.g., “I really like what Carson
said” or “Dunn is too liberal”) to giving objective reasons for why a particular line of
argument is to be accepted, rejected or qualified at certain points (e.g., “Carson’s
perspective is helpful and illuminating because...”, or “Dunn’s argument is open to
criticism at the following points...”, or “Wright’s approach is stimulating and helpful, but
his underlying assumptions are questionable, for the following reasons”). In short,
critical reflection is a matter of having sound reasons for the position you adopt or the
evaluation you offer.

4. Extent and Quality of Reading and Research: an essay should be based on thorough
research; the sources used should, where possible, reflect a variety of perspectives on the
topic under discussion. The bibliography should include at least 8-10 items at level 5 and
10-12 items at level 8. Students at levels 5 and 6 should engage scholarly works in their
essay from at least two different schools of thought. Students at level 8 should engage
scholars from at least three different schools of thought.

5. Style and Presentation: your essay should be clearly written, grammatically sound,
and well presented. Clarity and accuracy enhance the appeal of any essay. It is essential
that you follow the footnoting and bibliographical conventions prescribed in the
academic handbook.

6. Effective Footnoting: in essays, subsidiary material should be printed in footnotes (or
endnotes). Footnotes should be used (i) to cite the sources from which you have derived
key facts, opinions or quotations; (ii) to add comments, explanations, examples, or
references that are relevant to your argument but which would interrupt its flow if
included in the main text; and (iii) to document the differing views of other authors on
the point being made and the sources where these can be followed up.




10. One Solitary Life

Dr James Allen Francis (1864-1928)

He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant women. He worked in a carpenter
shop until he was thirty. Then for three years, He was an itinerant preacher. He never wrote
abook. He never held an office. He never had a family. He never owned a house. He never
went to college. He never travelled more than two hundred miles from the place where he
was born. He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no
credentials but himself. He was only thirty-three when the tide of public opinion turned
against Him. His friends ran away. He was nailed to a cross between two thieves. When He
was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. Twenty centuries
have come and gone, and today He stands as the central figure of the human race. I am far
within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever
sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have no
affected the life of man on earth as has this one solitary life.

11. Questions

“Mr. Osborne, may | be excused?
My brain is full.”

This is your part, do you have any questions
about the course or anything related to it? Okay,
you will probably have other questions as we get
into the course, so, hang on to your seats for the
journey of a lifetime, a journey into the world of
New Testament Greek!

God bless you in your studies.
Your Instructor,

Martin Williams




