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Theological Exegesis

of Esther
(English text)

About this Unit Outline

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the unit
Theological Exegesis of Esther (English text). It provides a structure for your learning,
giving details of lecture topics, assessment requirements, and key resources.
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1. Introduction

The Teacher

Dr. Lewis comes to us from Knowlton Presbyterian Church in New Jersey
where he recently pastored for six years. Stephen has extensive ministry
experience and has also taught in the online program at Westminster
Theological Seminary. He holds three degrees, including a PhD in
Hermeneutics and Biblical Interpretation (Old Testament), awarded by
Westminster Theological Seminary Philadelphia in 2018. Stephen is \
married to Amy and they have seven children.

The RTC

The RTC is a reformed, evangelical theological college based in Melbourne,
Australia. We offer flexible study options across a broad range of courses,
providing high quality training for Christian life and ministry. The RTC

values and strives for ministry training and theological education that is:
Biblically Grounded, Theologically Robust, Gospel Hearted, Spiritually
Rich, Culturally Relevant, and Winsomely Engaging. We are committed to
a historic Reformed theological understanding of the gospel and biblical
truth. The Reformed doctrinal position is stated fully in four documents
that the Christian church developed in the 16th & 17th Centuries. RTC is
committed to these four confessions of faith (The Heidelberg Catechism,
The Belgic Confession, The Canons of Dort and The Westminster Confession of
Faith). More information about the RTC can be found on its home page, www.rtc.edu.au. The
courses provided by the RTC are accredited through the agency of the ACT, the Australian College
of Theology.

The Unit

The purpose of the unit is to provide you with experience
in theological exegesis of the book of Esther, a biblical
text that appears to be non-theological. Ultimately, the
purpose is to model how to interpret difficult biblical
texts, to explore how to conduct Christological exegesis
in a way that develops organically from the text itself. In
addition, the unit aims to equip you with hermeneutical
skills, to survey the current field of Esther scholarship, to
study the peculiar contributions theological exegesis can

make and the challenges it must meet, to make justifiable
application of Esther’s message to gospel ministry today, and to do so in a way that the skills will
foreseeably transfer to the exegesis of biblical texts other than Esther.



http://www.rtc.edu.au/

2. Learning Outcomes and Unit Content

Level 6 Learning Outcomes (0OT069-612)

On successful completion of this unit, students will

A. Know and understand:

1. Demonstrate developing knowledge and understanding of the contents, themes, and
character of the book of Esther in the English text, and of the process of Christological exegesis

B. Be able to:
1. Analyse the ‘introductory’ issues in understanding the book of Esther
2. Reflect critically on the themes and theological teachings of the book of Esther
3. Exegete the English text of the book of Esther
4. Apply basic steps of Christological exegesis
C. Be in a position to:

1. Apply the teaching of the book of Esther to contemporary Christian living and ministry
contexts

2. Practice theological exegesis of other biblical texts

Level 7 Learning Outcomes (OT069-712)

On successful completion of this unit, students will

A. Know and understand:

Demonstrate functional knowledge and understanding of the contents, themes, and
character of the book of Esther in the English text, and of the process of Christological
exegesis

B. Be able to:
1. Critically analyse the ‘introductory’ issues in understanding the book of Esther

2. Discuss various perspectives regarding the themes and theological teachings of the book of
Esther

3. Exegete the English text of the book of Esther

4. Assess different approaches to Christological exegesis

C. Be in a position to:

1. Apply the teaching of the book of Esther to contemporary Christian living and ministry
practice

2. Practice theological exegesis of other difficult biblical texts.




Level 8 Learning Outcomes (OT069-812)

On successful completion of this unit, students will

A. Know and understand:

1. Demonstrate advanced knowledge and understanding of the contents, themes, and
character of the book of Esther in the English text, and of the process of Christological

exegesis

B. Be able to:
1. Examine the ‘introductory’ issues in understanding the book of Esther
2. Evaluate alternative interpretations of the themes and theological teachings of the book of
Esther
3. Exegete the English text of the book of Esther

4. Assess different approaches to Christological exegesis and justify the validity of a chosen
approach

C. Be in a position to:
1. Apply the teaching of the book of Esther to contemporary Christian living and ministry
practice.
2. Practice theological exegesis of other difficult biblical texts.




Unit Content
Section A: The text of Esther

1. Literary features

2. Exegetical challenges

3. Exilic and post-exilic context

4. Comparison between the Masoretic Text and the LXX
5

Theological themes

a. Divine providence

b. Divine absence

c. Relationship with God
d. Mediation

e. Intercession

f. GodasKing

g. Godas Husband

Section B: The Hermeneutics of Esther
1. Contributions of grammatical-historical exegesis
2. Contributions of redemptive-historical exegesis
3. Defining and practicing theological exegesis
a. Identifying one’s theological presuppositions
b. Trinitarian exegesis as practiced through the centuries
4. Narrative analogy
Kingship analogy

6. Qalwahomer argumentation

Section C: Application

1. Contribution of Esther to an understanding of the person and work of Christ

2. Thetheology of Esther in relation to issues concerning personal identity, minority
identity in majority cultures, acculturation, sanctification, and mission




3. Lecture Schedule

Wk Date Topic

1 Tues, 22/2 Topic: Introduction and Overview of the Scroll of Esther - Why Esther
is a Compelling Test Case for Theological Exegesis

Topic: Hermeneutical Challenges — How Analogical and Theological
2 Tues, 1/3 ; ]
Readings Outperform Under-readings of the Scroll

3 Tues, 8/3 Topic: Secular and Human-Centered Interpretations of Esther

4 Tues, 15/3 Topic: The Inadequate Reformed and Evangelical Consensus
’ Concerning Divine Providence in Esther

5 Tues, 22/3 Topic: Literary Characterization of King Ahasuerus and Other Key
Characters

6 Tues, 29/3 Topic: The God/King Analogy at the Heart of the Scroll

7 Tues, 5/4 Topic: Applying the Message of Esther to Contemporary Ministry
from a Christ-centered Redemptive-Historical Perspective

Study Week / Intensives (11-24 April)

8 | Tues, 26/4 Topic: The Qal Wahomer Argument

9 Tues, 3/5 Topic: The Key Relationship in the Plot of Esther

Study Break (9-15 May)

10 Tues, 17/5 Topic: Greek Versions of Esther — Change the Text, Change the
Theology

1 Tues, 24/5 Topic: Eschatology of Esther

12 Tues, 31/5 Eop;c: Qhrlstologlcal Approaches and the Practice of Theological
xegesis

4. Textbooks
4.0. Required Textbook

Choose one of the following recommended commentaries:

4.1. Recommended Commentaries

Berlin, A., Esther (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 2001)
Duguid, Iain M. Esther and Ruth. REC. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R, 2005)
Jobes, Karen H. Esther. NIVAC. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999)




Lau, P.H.W., Esther (Asia Bible Commentary. Carlisle: Langham, 2018)

Levenson, Jon D. Esther (Old Testament Library. Louisville, KY: Westminster/John Knox Press,
1997)

4.2. Comments on Commentaries

For close attention to the literary structure and language of the text, and for a Jewish perspective,
consult Berlin and Levenson. For a perceptive redemptive-historical and Christ-centred reading,
consult Duguid. For a brief yet practical application of the text to contemporary Asian cultures,
read Lau. For the best all-around commentary (if you can only purchase one), go to Jobes.

4.3. Other Books and Articles

Plan to make use of the following during the semester:

Beckett, Michael. Gospel in Esther. (Carlisle, Cumbria: Paternoster Press, 2002)

Conti, Marco, ed. 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. ACCS, vol. 5 (Downers Grove,
IL:IVP, 2008)

Day, Linda. Three Fuaces of a Queen: Characterization in the Books of Esther. JSOTSup 186.
(Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1995)

Duguid, Iain. “But Did They Live Happily Ever After? The Eschatology of the Book of Esther.”
WTJ 68 (2006): 85-98.

Emlet, Michael R. Saints, Sufferers, and Sinners: Loving Others as God Loves Us. (Greensboro, NC:
New Growth Press, 2021)

Fox, Michael V. Character and Ideology in the Book of Esther. 2d ed. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2001)

Gertel, Elliot B. “Divine and Human Anger and Grace: Scroll of Esther and Exodus 32-34.” JBQ
40,no0.3(2012):151-158.

Goswell, Gregory R. “Keeping God out of the Book of Esther.” Ev@Q, 82.2 (2010): 99-110.

Gregory, Bryan R. Inconspicuous Providence: The Gospel According to Esther. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P
& R Publishing, 2014)

Grossman, Jonathan. Esther: The Outer Narrative and the Hidden Reading. (Winona Lake, IN:
Eisenbrauns, 2011)

Hazony, Yoram. God and Politics in Esther. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2016)
House, Paul. Old Testament Theology. (Downers Grove, IL: IVP,1998)

Koller, Aaron. Esther in Ancient Jewish Thought. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014)
Laniak, T.S., Shame and Honor in the Book of Esther (SBLDS 165. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1998)
Linafelt, T., and T.K. Beal, Ruth & Esther (Berit Olam. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1999)

Treier, Daniel J. Introducing Theological Interpretation of Scripture: Recovering a Christian
Practice (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008)

Van Pelt, Miles V., ed. A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the Old Testament: the Gospel
Promised. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016)

Walfish, Barry Dov. Esther in Medieval Garb: Jewish Interpretation of the Book of Esther in the
Middle Ages. (Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1993)

Wells, Samuel, and George Sumner. Esther and Daniel. BTCB. (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2013)




Articles/Chapters to read for Theological Exegesis of Esther:

e The following readings may be found on the RTC ecampus Shared Library Resources page,
on DTL and/or Proquest electronic books accessible through the RTC library website, or

by following a link provided here. Readings average 25 pages/week.

e Read the selection prior to coming to class and be prepared to share either a question you

have from the reading or a significant take-away lesson you learned from it.

Date
Week 1

‘ Topic

Literary Structure

Readings

Grossman, Jonathan. Esther: The Outer
Narrative and the Hidden Reading. pp. 12-37

Week 2

Early Exegesis

ANE Genre

Conti, Marco, ed. 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles,
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. ACCS, vol. 5. pp.
xxviii-xxx; 374-399

Ahigar. THE WORDS OF AHIQAR “Aramaic
Proverbs and Precepts “ - Translator: H. L.

Ginsberg (syriacstudies.com)

Week 3

Political Exegesis

Hazony, Yoram. God and Politics in Esther. ch.
23 “Politics and Faith.” DTL pp. 167-182; Or ...
Hazony, Yoram. The Dawn: Political Teachings
in the Book of Esther. Jerusalem: Genesis
Jerusalem Press, 1995. ch. 23 “Politics and
Faith.” pp. 243-265

Week 4

Providence

Koller, Aaron. Esther in Ancient Jewish
Thought. pp. 204-213

Jobes, Karen H. Esther. NIVAC. pp. 233-242

Week 5

Diaspora Context

Judith in the Apocrypha (all 16 chapters);
Judith 1 KJV (apocrypha.org)

Week 6

Divine & Human Anger

Gertel, Elliot B. “Divine and Human Anger and
Grace: Scroll of Esther and Exodus 32-
34.” JBQ 40, no. 3 (2012): 151-158.

Week 7

Application

Emlet, Michael. Saints, Sufferers, and Sinners.
pp. 6-18, 65-71

Week 8

Honor/Shame

Laniak, T.S., Shame and Honor in the Book of
Esther. pp. 99-125

Week 9

Plot

Duguid, I. M. Esther and Ruth. REC. pp. 32-44

Week 10

Old Greek

Online links: LXX Esther in English, Greek

Esther (I.XX) (hakkaac.org)
Esther 1 Swete’s Septuagint (biblehub.com)

Week 11

Eschatology

Duguid, Iain. “But Did They Live Happily Ever
After? The Eschatology of the Book of
Esther.” WTJ 68 (2006): 85-98.



http://www.syriacstudies.com/AFSS/Syriac_Articles_in_English/Entries/2007/12/12_THE_WORDS_OF_AHIQAR_Aramaic_Proverbs_and_Precepts_-_Translator__H._L._Ginsberg.html
http://www.syriacstudies.com/AFSS/Syriac_Articles_in_English/Entries/2007/12/12_THE_WORDS_OF_AHIQAR_Aramaic_Proverbs_and_Precepts_-_Translator__H._L._Ginsberg.html
http://www.syriacstudies.com/AFSS/Syriac_Articles_in_English/Entries/2007/12/12_THE_WORDS_OF_AHIQAR_Aramaic_Proverbs_and_Precepts_-_Translator__H._L._Ginsberg.html
https://apocrypha.org/kjv/judith/1.htm
https://hakkaac.org/bible/Bible/LXX/LXX_Esther.html
https://biblehub.com/sepd/esther/1.htm

Fach student will be assigned a username and password in order to access the
Theological Exegesis of Esther unit page. Please remember to visit this
page as resources and other information will be uploaded to it periodically.

6. Guide to Assessments

All students are expected to read the guidelines for written assignments provided in the ACT
Handbooks, available in the library or online. You should also read the relevant sections of the RTC
Academic Manual. All written work for this course should conform to the guidelines of the SBL
Handbook of Style (with the exception of Australian spelling conventions.) The resources listed in
this outline provide a beginning point for research for assessments for this course; students are
expected to engage with the works listed there, but are not limited to these resources. The
literature on these loci of theology is massive, and you are encouraged to consult widely.

Level 6 (OT069-612)

Exegetical Choose a pericope from Esther from the Friday, 15t | 2,000
Paper A options below, interpret it using the skills and | Apr words
insights gained in class lectures, readings, and 40%
discussions, and apply its message to an
authentic ministry situation.

» Esther 2:19-23
« Esther4:1-4
» Esther 8:10-17

Exegetical Choose a pericope (from an OT book other Friday, 3,000

Paper B than Esther) from the list below that evidences | 34 Jun words
a conflicted relationship with God; interpret it 50%
using the skills and insights gained in class
lectures, readings, and discussions; apply its
message to an authentic ministry situation;
demonstrate improvement in areas identified
as needing growth in Paper A.
« Jonah 4:1-10

« Job 3:11-26
» Jeremiah 2:1-13

1=l BT de]iTel| Apply atheme from the book of Esther to a Tuesday, |10%
Presentation contempc?rary ‘1ssue ‘or S{tua}tlon gsu?h as . 31 May
personal identity, minority identity in majority
cultures, acculturation, sanctification, and
mission) in a compelling 10-minute
presentation. See page 13 for more info.




Level 7 (OT069-712)

Exegetical
Paper A

Exegetical
Paper B

Small Group
Presentation

Choose a pericope from Esther from the
options below, interpret it using the skills and
insights gained in class lectures, readings, and
discussions, and apply its message to an
authentic ministry situation.

» Esther 3:7-11
» Esther 7:1-6
» Esther 9:20-25

Friday, 1
Apr

2500
words

40%

Choose a pericope (from an OT book other
than Esther) from the list below that evidences
a conflicted relationship with God; interpret it
using the skills and insights gained in class
lectures, readings, and discussions; apply its
message to an authentic ministry situation;
demonstrate improvement in areas identified
as needing growth in Paper A.

» Judges 2:11-23
* Job 10:1-17
» Lamentations 2:1-9

Friday,
34 Jun

3,500
words

50%

Apply a theme from the book of Esther to a
contemporary issue or situation (such as
personal identity, minority identity in majority
cultures, acculturation, sanctification, and
mission) in a compelling 10-minute
presentation. See page 13 for more
information.

Tuesday,
3" May

10%




Exegetical
Paper A

Exegetical
Paper B

Small Group
Presentation

Level 8 (OT069-812)

Choose a pericope from Esther from the
options below, interpret it using the skills and
insights gained in class lectures, readings, and
discussions, and apply its message to an
authentic ministry situation.

» Esther 5:9-14
» Esther 7:1-6
» Esther10:1-3

Friday, 1%
Apr

3,000
words

40%

Choose a pericope (from an OT book other
than Esther) from the list below that evidences
a conflicted relationship with God; interpret it
using the skills and insights gained in class
lectures, readings, and discussions; apply its
message to an authentic ministry situation;
demonstrate improvement in areas identified
as needing growth in Paper A.

e Numbers 11:1-18
« Job16:6-22
» Jeremiah 20:7-18

Friday,
34 Jun

4,000
words

50%

Apply a theme from the book of Esther to a
contemporary issue or situation (such as
personal identity, minority identity in majority
cultures, acculturation, sanctification, and
mission) in a compelling 10-minute
presentation. See page 13 for more
information.

Tuesday,
3" May

10%




Small Group Presentation

o Apply atheme from the book of Esther to a contemporary issue or situation in a compelling
10-minute presentation.

1. Choose your group of two students: by Week 3 you need to inform the instructor via email
which other student in class (whether in person or on Zoom) has agreed to work with youin a
small group of two. If you experience difficulty finding a person by Week 2, let your instructor
know and he will assign you to a group by Week 3. For some of you, working with a particular
person will be more important than choosing a particular topic. For others the priority will be to
work on a particular topic and it won’t matter who else is in your small group. So if the topic is
what’s most important to you, simply email the instructor a note saying, “I wish to work on the
following topic: first choice ... second choice ... third choice ...” and the instructor will then assign
you to a group. At least one of the groups will need to consist of 3 students.

2. Choose a preliminary topic (you can change your topic with your instructor’s consent by
week 5 if need be): the idea is to find in the book of Esther a connection to a contemporary issue or
situation (such as personal identity, minority identity in majority cultures, acculturation,
sanctification, or mission). Your small group can then narrow the scope of the topic. For example,
a group might study “Female Identity in Esther Compared and Contrasted with Female Identity
in the New Testament Church.” Another group might study “Challenges for Christian Minorities
in Indonesia in Light of Lessons from the Book of Esther.” I'm just making these up. I can imagine
a group studying “King Ahasuerus’ Growth in the Book of Esther Compared and Contrasted with
Christian Maturity in the Pastoral Epistles.” Other topics in Esther include: drunkenness;
persecution; prejudice; genocide; patriarchal chauvinism; legal stability and legal fluidity; fasting;
community solidarity; honour and shame in relationships between Christians and government
leaders and other authorities; religious persecution in the workplace. I'll quit here because the
best topics might be ones which you produce on your own.

3. Research: one person in the group will research sources on the Book of Esther, while the other
student will research sources on the topic outside of Esther studies. For example, if the group was
studying “persecution in the workplace,” one of the students would go to the bibliography in the
Unit Outline and start looking at some of those sources, reading the secondary literature on
Esther with an eye for one’s topic. The other student, meanwhile, would be seeking out sources on
the subject of “workplace persecution” that didn’t even mention Esther but which potentially
helped you know better how to apply Esther to a situation.

4. Format: decide what kind of ten-minute presentation you wish to share with the class. The
most obvious option is a narrated power-point presentation. But if you are tired of power-point,
here are some alternative suggestions:

a) Oral Presentation with artistic centrepiece: 2 minutes - one student orally summarizes
for the class any major lessons or insights he/she gleaned from Esther studies on the
subject; 2 minutes - the other student then orally summarizes for the class any major
lessons or insights gleaned from their study of the topic outside of the Bible; 2 minutes — a
poem or visual artistic piece is then presented; 4 minutes — Q & A time with the class on
your subject.

b) Brief Debate: the two people in the group stage a debate, arguing a point related to their
research, and then open it up for 3 minutes of Q & A at the end.




¢) Quiz Show: involve the class in a quiz show of sorts in which you prepare questions,
eventually reveal the right answers, assign points or prizes, and basically present your
major lessons or insights on your topic via a class quiz. The quiz show itself does not have
to be very elaborate; it can simply be — “See who gets the most answers right from the
following 12 questions!”

d) Some Format of Your Own: again, these are often the best ideas — ones you generate.

5. Emlet: make sure to meaningfully relate your presentation somehow to Michael Emlet’s
Saints, Sufferers, and Sinners book.

6. Rehearse: attempt a dry run of your presentation on your own, well before the day of your
presentation in class, so that things may run smoothly the day of the festivities.

7. Pray: pray for opportunities to actually apply some of what you’ve learned to real situations.




8. Assessment Criteria: Exegetical Paper

F P C D HD

Looking for... Poor Acceptable Good V.Good ExI’nt

Introduction - 0-4.75 5-6.25 6.5-7.25 7.5-8.25 8.5-10

clear Sets out the Sets out the Sets out the Sets out the Clearly sets out

introduction topic(s) topic(s) topic(s) topic(s) the topic(s)

grabbing the discussed, the discussed, the discussed, the discussed, the discussed, the

reader’s issuesinvolved, | issuesinvolved, | issuesinvolved, | issuesinvolved, | issuesinvolved,

. . and the and the and the and the and the

attention, S{ettlng approach taken | approachtaken | approachtaken | approachtaken | approach taken.

out the topic to inan inamanner inamanner inamanner Employsa

be discussed, the | ampiguous, thatis partly that is thatis mostly compelling

approach taken confused, or clear. somewhat clear | clear. illustration or

(ie., your vague manner. although some presents the

method), and the aspects are concerns of the

answer to your vague or paper in an

question 10 confusing. especially
relevant
manner.

Grading: 0-10

Comments: .

Engagement 0-14.75 15-19.25 19.5-22.25 22.5-25.25 25.5-30

with Biblical  Inadequate » Adequate » Good » Pronounced  Excellent

Passages — engagement engagement engagement engagement engagement

detailed with the with the with the with the with the

engagement with English text, English text, English text, English text, English text,

the English text; context, context, context, context, layers of

careful tracing of meaning, meaning, meaning, meaning, context,

the author’s flow of | different different different different meaning,

thought; analysis interpretations, | interpretations, | interpretations, | interpretations, | different

of key words, genre, form, and | genre, form,and | genre, form,and | genre, form, and | interpretations,

connectors, structure. structure. structure. structure. genre, form, and

phrases, and * Poor or few + Some good * Well- * Excellent structure

grammar; conclusions conclusions developed conclusions * Excellent

conclusions based | Pasedon based on conclusions based on conclusions

on passage(s) passage(s) passage(s) based on passage(s) based on

taking into account | Studied. studied. passage(s) studied, with passage(s)

the layers of studied, with few exceptions. | studied

context (passage, some

book, genre, exceptions.

canon). 30

Grading: 0-30
Comments: .




Scholarly
literature -
ability to critically
engage with
secondary literature:
identifies, conveys
accurately, and
critically assesses the
most pertinent
secondary sources
relating to the topic
of'the paper
including
commentaries,
journal articles, and
reference books, ete.
The key hereisto
enter into some
dialogue or nuanced
debate with other
scholars and not
merely cite them as

authorities. 20

Level 6 students
should critically
interact with at
least three
secondary sources
and engage with
scholars of at least
two schools of
thought.

Level 7 students
should critically
interact with at
least four
secondary sources
and engage with
scholars of at least
two schools of
thought.

Level 8 students
should critically
interact with at
least five secondary
sources and engage
with scholars of at
least three schools
of thought.

0-9.75

» Inadequate
range of
primary sources
utilized.

* Limited
contextual use
of primary
sources.

* Limited
awareness of
relevant
scholarly
viewpoints (less
than two).

« Littleorno
evaluation and
assessment of
those
viewpoints.

10-12.75

« Adequate
range of
primary sources
utilized.

» Good
contextual use
of primary
sources on
some occasions.
* Some
awareness of
relevant
scholarly
viewpoints,
though many
key viewpoints
were
overlooked.

* Some
evaluation and
assessment of
those
viewpoints.

13-14.75

« Adequate
range of
primary sources
utilized.

» Good
contextual use
of primary
sources in most
instances.

» Good
awareness of
relevant
scholarly
viewpoints (at
least two),
though key
viewpoints
were
overlooked.

» Good
evaluation and
assessment of
those
viewpoints.

15-16.75

« Good range of
primary sources
utilized.

« Excellent
contextual use
of primary
sources, with
few exceptions.
* Good
awareness of
relevant
scholarly
viewpoints (at
least three).

* Demonstrates
pronounced
ability to
evaluate and
assess those
viewpoints.

17-20

» Excellent
range of
primary sources
utilized.

« Excellent
contextual use
of primary
sources.

« Outstanding
awareness of
relevant
scholarly
viewpoints (at
least four).

» Exceptional
evaluation and
assessment of
those
viewpoints.

Grading: 0-20 Comments:




Clarity and 0-9.75 10-12.75 13-14.75 15-16.75 17-20
quality of » Inadequate « Adequate * Good overall » Excellent » Excellent
argument — overall grasp of | overall understanding understanding understanding
topic and key the question. understanding of the question of the question of the question
issues clearly Demonstrates of the question demonstrated demonstrated, demonstrated.
identified: limited focuson | demonstrated with notable with few » Excellent
development of a the relevant key | with notable areas for exceptions. clarity and
clear and coherent | lssues. areas for improvement. » Pronounced focus on the
argument to « Toomanykey | improvement. « Demonstrates | clarity and relevant key
address the topic; pointsrested on | ¢« Demonstrates | asomewhat focus on the issues.
convincing and ungrounded some focus on clear focus on relevant key * Logically valid
balanced assertions or the relevantkey | therelevantkey | issues. argumentation.
arguments, fallacious issues. issues, even if * Logically valid | « Each part of
handles complexity reasoning. « Logically valid | some areas argumentation, | the paper
of issues without argumentation, | departed from with few contributes
sweeping though several these. exceptions. effectively to its
generalities; key points « Logically valid | « Anticipates overall
recognises and rested on argumentation, | andattemptsto | argument.
deals with ungrounded though some answer « Anticipates
weaknesses and assertions or key points objections and effectively
counter arguments fallacious rested on readers might answers
appropriately; reasoning. ungrounded raise. predictable
smooth assertions or objections
development of fallacious which readers
ideas; conclusions reasoning. might raise.
flow logically from
arguments
presented. 20
Grading: 0-20 Comments:
Style - clearly 0-4.75 5-6.25 6.5-7.25 7.5-8.25 8.5-10
structured (with | *Inadequate » Adequately * Well- * Well * Very well
appropriate structure orno | structured in structured with | structured. structured.
headings), clarity apparent most area.s. notable areas . For'matting . For'matting
of writing, structure.. « Formatting for con51stent'ly con51stent'ly

1; d + Formatting shows some improvement. accords with accords with
spelling an shows limited recognition of » Formatting guidelines, with | guidelines.
gramma.r, recognition of required accords with few exceptions. | * Spelling and
interesting required guidelines. guidelines, with | « Spelling and grammar are
presentation, guidelines. » Readable with | some grammar are consistently
accurate » Somewhat areas for exceptions. correct, with correct.
referencing, readable but improvementin | « Spelling and few exceptions.
footnotes and spelling and spelling and grammar are
bibliography. The grammatical grammar. often correct
paper is clearly errors are but
not to be a first scattered demonstrate

throughout the some room for

draft but a well- )
cdited piece essay. improvement.
benefitting from

revision. 10

Grading: 0-10 Comments:




Implications - 0-2.25 2.5-3 3.25-3.5 3.75-4 4.25-5
practical, » Inadequate « Adequate « Good practical | « Mostly « Excellent
insightful practical and/or | practicaland/or | and/or excellent practical and/or
applications to insightful insightful insightful practical and/or | insightful

. applications to applications to applications to insightful applications to
personal life, . X X Su i

personal life, personal life, personal life, applications to personal life,

Chu'rch, and or church, or church, or church, or personal life, church, or
soclety; society society society church, or society
homiletical or « Inadequate « Adequate « Good society « Excellent
bible study homiletical or homiletical or homiletical or * Mostly homiletical or
outline. bible study bible study bible study excellent bible study
Successful outline outline outline homiletical or outline
application of the bible study
biblical text will outline
involve some
level of
specificity;
applications
which are too
general or vague
contribute little
of'value. 5
Grading: 0-5 Comments:
Conclusion - 0-2.25 2.5-3 3.25-3.5 3.75-4 4.25-5
clear summary that | * Little orno » Adequate * Elementsofa | « Mostly clear * Clear
“wraps up” the attempt to summary clear summary | summary summary
essay; no new summarise (or » Highlights included « Highlights « Highlights
supporting new points some features » Highlights most central central features
material should were added) of the essay’s several central features of the of'the essay’s
appear in the * Overlooks argument features of the essay’s argument
conclusion, but much of the « Adequate essay’s argument  Qutstanding
strategically use essay’s overall sense of | argument  Pronounced overall sense of
the conclusionasa | argument compelling » Good overall overall sense of | compelling
vehicle for « Inadequate response, sense of compelling response,
articulating a overall sense of | theological compelling response, theological
concluding insight. | compelling reflection response, theological reflection
Your conclusion response, theological reflection
should actually add | theological reflection
value to your paper; | reflection
it shouldn’t just re-
state what you've
already said.
Demonstrate that
you accomplished
what you set out to
do in the essay by
providing a sense

of closure on the
topic. Your reader
should walk away
saying, “So that’s
how it all fits
together!” 5

Grading: 0-5 Comments:
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Grade:
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Comments:




