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PC004-512/612/812
Christian Worship

About this Unit Outline

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the unit Christian
Worship. It provides a structure for your learning, outlining lesson topics, assessment

requirements, and key resources. Units taught at the RTC are accredited through the
Australian College of Theology.
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The Teacher

This unit will be taught by Dr. Murray Capill. Murray is originally
from New Zealand where he pastored a church in Auckland for 10
years. He came to Australia in 2001 to teach part-time at the RTC and
continue in pastoral ministry in the CRCA. Since 2006, he has taught
pastoral and church-focussed ministry units full-time and in 2008 he
became RTC Principal, before his appointment as Dean of Ministry
Development in 2019. He is the author of Preaching with Spiritual
Vigour (2004) and The Heart is the Target (2014). Murray is married
to Wendy and they have five children and five grandchildren.

The Unit

Christian Worship is not only at the very heart of church life and ministry; it is foundational to who
we are as people. We are all worshippers - if not of God then of something or someone else. But while
worship is foundational it is also complicated and we need to think clearly and biblically about what
it means to worship God, and how to find a route through the controversy that often surrounds
worship practice.

This unit aims to lay a strong biblical theology for worship, give historical perspective on worship,
and then engage with issues of worship style, practice and leadership in the church today.

I hope it will be a practical, challenging and enjoyable subject. Please pray that God would be
honoured as we study this unit together and that it would be much more than an academic exercise.

Dr Murray oap’LLL




2. Unit Structure (SAMPLE ONLY)

This unit begins with several weeks online followed by a one week intensive.

The four online lectures will allow us to lay a biblical foundation of worship before the
Intensive week in which we will look at the practice of worship both historically and today.

ONLINE WEEKS

The first online lecture will be available at RT'C’s ecampus site on 16 February. Lectures
will be posted fortnightly on Tuesdays, with the intention that in the first week each time
you listen to the lecture material and respond to the forum questions, and in the first part of
the second week you interact with the response of one other student. I will then wrap-up
the forum at the end of the second week.

Full details of the forum participation will be provided online.
During this time you will also need to undertake other assessment work:

e Youwill need to arrange and undertake your Fieldwork. The Fieldwork assessment
is due before the intensive.
e Youwill need to prepare your seminar for presentation at the intensive (see details

below)
Week Date Topic
1 20 Feb General Introduction
2 1 Mar Old Testament Worship
3 13 Mar New Testament Theology of Worship
4 27 Mar New Testament Practice of Worship
17 Apr Fieldwork report due

INTENSIVE

The Intensive will be held at the RTC Melbourne campus if Covid19 restrictions allow. If it
is not possible to meet in person then the intensive will be live-streamed.

The intensive begins at 1.00pm on Monday, 8®" May and concludes at 12.30pm on Friday, 12™
May. Students must attend the full intensive and should not arrive late or leave early. The
times have been designed to allow for travel on the first and last days. You will need to make
your own travel and accommodation arrangements.

A more detailed schedule for the intensive will be provided at the time, but the basic outline
is as follows:

Day Date Topic
Monday 8 May Introduction
Reformation Worship

Tuesday 9 May Reformed Liturgy and Gospel-shaped Worship




The Regulative Principle of Worship

Wednesday 10 May Elements of a Worship Service
Post-Reformation Worship Trends
Thursday 11 May Contemporary Worship
Music and Song
Friday 12 May Leading in Worship
Conclusion

Student seminars will also be scheduled throughout the week.

3. Assessment (SAMPLE ONLY)

At eachlevel there are three assessment pieces:

e theonline forum (10%)
e fieldwork (40%)
e seminarand essay (50%)

Marking rubrics for each assessment can be found online. These rubrics clearly indicate
whatisrequired in each assessment and the standard expected for the various grades at each
level.

LEVEL 5/6 ASSESSMENT
There are four components to the unit assessment.

1. Forum - 10%

Students are required to participate in the online forum. Assessment will be on the basis of:

e FEvidence of familiarity with lecture material

Ability to interact with the ideas and perspectives of others
Ability to articulate one’s own views clearly, with biblical support
e FEvidence of thinking and reading beyond the lecture material

Please follow carefully the guidelines to Forum participation provided on eCampus..

2. Fieldwork Report - 40%; 1,800 words; due 19t April

Please note: this fieldwork includes human research and must therefore comply with ACT’s
ethical standards for human research. It is essential that you use the guide and documentation
provided on eCampus before you begin your Fieldwork. Please note carefully the information
about this provided in the Introductory video.

The Field work report is a personal and theological reflection on your observation of and
participation in the practice of worship. It must contain two elements:

a. Reflections on your observation of two very different worship services.

You need to attend and observe corporate worship in two churches other than your own.
The two churches should be from contrasting traditions and should also differ from your




own tradition (e.g. Pentecostal and Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and Brethren,
Messianic Jewish and Baptist, Seventh Day Adventist and Presbyterian, etc).

The field work report must compare these two services:

o reflecting on such things as the liturgy, theology, emphases and ethos of the services

e outlining the principles of worship that inform each tradition

e commenting on the strengths and weaknesses of each approach from a biblical
perspective.

It is expected that your reflections will be informed by relevant secondary literature
concerning each worship approach.

b. Personal and theological reflection on your participation in at least three worship services.

You need to arrange to be involved in preparation for and/or leadership of at least three
worship services, or parts thereof. Involvement could include:

i.  Leading some aspect/s of corporate worship (e.g. services leading, Bible readings,
prayer, kid’s talks, music team, preaching, welcoming ministry, etc.)
ii.  Planning or assisting in the planning of corporate worship.
ili.  Interacting with someone involved in preparing to lead worship (e.g. a pastor, song
leader, worship leader, etc.). Discussion with them about their approach to preparing
for and leading in worship.

Afterwards you need to write a fieldwork report, including the following:

e A description of the services you were engaged in and how you participated
e Reflection on what you learned from your participation and/or observation
e Reflection on how you could continue to develop as a worship leader

3. Seminar and Essay - 50%; 2,200 words; you will be scheduled to
present your seminar during the intensive; the essay is due on the 28th
May and should be submitted using Turnitin

Present a 20-minute class seminar and submit a 2200 word essay that interacts on one of the
contemporary issues in worship below, giving biblical and theological perspectives on the
issue, outlining at least two different views of the issue, and commenting on how you think
the issue should be handled in worship today.

Seminar topics must be chosen in consultation with me early in the semester so that all
students choose a different topic. To choose a topic, go to ecampus and sign up for it on the
Choose a Seminar Topic forum right at the top of the page.

Topics:
a. The appropriateness of age-segregated and age-specific worship services
b. Theinvolvement of children in corporate worship
c. Theuse of written liturgies and liturgical prayers and forms
d. The impact of setting, architecture, physical layout and aesthetics on corporate

worship



e. The place of the visual (drama, multi-media, the creative arts, symbolism) in
corporate worship

The place of choirs, solos or performed music in corporate worship

The use of technology and multi-media in corporate worship

The place of personal testimonies in corporate worship

The place of “body language” in worship (e.g. kneeling, raising hands, clapping etc.)
The use of musical instruments in worship

The relationship of the personal and the communal in corporate worship

The role of women in corporate worship
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If there is another topic you would like to address instead of one of these, you may submit a
suggestion to me for approval.

The seminar presentation will be worth 10% and the essay 40%.

LEVEL 8 ASSESSMENT

There are four components to the unit assessment.

1. Forum - 10% - due each week of the online lectures

Students are required to participate in the online forum. Assessment will be on the basis of:

e FEvidence of familiarity with lecture material

e Ability to interact with the ideas and perspectives of others

e Ability to articulate one’s own views clearly, with biblical support
e Evidence of thinking and reading beyond the lecture material

Please follow carefully the guidelines to Forum participation provided on eCampus..

2. Fieldwork Report - 40%; 2,400 words; due 19* April and should be
submitted using Turnitin.

Please note: this fieldwork includes human research and must therefore comply with ACT’s
ethical standards for human research. It is essential that you use the guide and documentation
provided on eCampus before you begin your Fieldwork. Please note carefully the information
about this provided in the Introductory video.

The Field work report is a personal and theological reflection on your observation of and
participation in the practice of worship. It must contain two elements:

a. Reflections on your observation of two very different worship services.

You need to attend and observe corporate worship in two churches other than your own.
The two churches should be from contrasting traditions and should also differ from their
own tradition (e.g. Pentecostal and Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and Brethren,
Messianic Jewish and Baptist, Seventh Day Adventist and Presbyterian, etc).

The field work report must compare these two services with your own church’s worship::

e reflecting on such things as the liturgy, theology, emphases and ethos of the services
e discussing the principles of worship that inform each tradition




evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of each approach from a biblical
perspective.

It is expected that your reflections will be informed by relevant secondary literature
concerning each worship approach.

b. Personal and theological reflection on your participation in at least three worship services.

Youneed to arrange to be involved in the preparation for and/or leadership of at least three
worship services, or parts thereof. Involvement could include:

L.
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ii.

Leading some aspect/s of corporate worship (e.g. services leading, Bible readings,
prayer, kid’s talks, music team, preaching, welcoming ministry, etc.)

Planning or assisting in the planning of corporate worship.

Interacting with someone involved in preparing to lead worship (e.g. a pastor, song
leader, worship leader, etc.). Discussion with them about their approach to preparing
for and leading in worship.

Afterwards you need to write a fieldwork report, including the following:

A description of the services you were engaged in and how you participated
Reflection on biblical principles that shaped the way you approached your
involvement

Reflection on what you learned from your participation and/or observation
Reflection on how you could continue to develop as a worship leader

3. Seminar and Essay - 50%; 2,800 words; you will be scheduled to
present your seminar during the intensive; the essay is due on the 28th
May and should be submitted using Turnitin

Present a 25-minute class seminar and submit a 2800 word essay that interacts on one of the
contemporary issues in worship below, giving biblical and theological perspective on the
issue, discussing atleast two views of the issue, and presenting principles for how you believe
this issue should be handled in your own church context.

Seminar topics must be chosen in consultation with me early in the semester so that all
students choose a different topic. To choose a topic, go to ecampus and sign up for it on the
Choose a Seminar Topic forum right at the top of the page.

Topics:
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The appropriateness of age-segregated and age-specific worship services

The involvement of children in corporate worship

The use of written liturgies and liturgical prayers and forms

The impact of setting, architecture, physical layout and aesthetics on corporate
worship

The place of the visual (drama, multi-media, the creative arts, symbolism) in
corporate worship

The place of choirs, solos or performed music in corporate worship

The use of technology and multi-media in corporate worship

The place of personal testimonies in corporate worship




i. The place of “body language” in worship (e.g. kneeling, raising hands, clapping etc.)
j.  Theuse of musical instruments in worship

k. Therelationship of the personal and the communal in corporate worship

1. Therole of women in corporate worship

If there is another topic you would like to address instead of one of these you may submit a
suggestion to me for approval.

The seminar presentation will be worth 10% and the essay 40%.

4. Reading (SAMPLE ONLY)

Reading will be necessary for successful completion of the assessment tasks as well as for
participation in class. A number of chapters and articles will be available online. Below you
can find a full bibliography categorised into key sections:

e ACT Prescribed books

e Highly recommended books (these are the ones to buy if you want to build you
library)

e Books on Reformed Liturgy

e Other Useful Resources

Most of these books are available in the Geelong Library (G), the Melbourne Reading Room
(M), or online. Links are provided for the online books, and if you need help accessing these
please contact our librarian, Carolyn Wakefield (cwakefiled@rte.edu.au).

BOOK LIBRARY EBOOKS LOCATION
DETAILS COPIES
Webber, R. E. (ed.). The Complete Library of 2 copies REF 264
Christian Worship (Vols I — VII). Nashville: Star 1G1M) WEB&
Song, 1993-1994. MEL 264
WEB

Thisis a great place to start for many topics,
covering avast array of historical and thematic

topics.

Bruggemann, W., Worship in Ancient Israel: An 1copyon Proquest

Essential Guide (Nashville: Abingdon, 2005). order

Dawn, M. J., A Royal Waste of Time (Grand Rapids:| 2 copies 264 DAW
Eerdmans, 1999). 2G)

Hurtado, L., At the Origins of Christian Worship 2 copies 264.011
(Cumbria: Paternoster, 1999). 206 HUR
Kimball, D., Emerging Church, Creating 1copyon DTLon

Worship Gatherings for New Generations order Request

(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004).

Ray, D., Wonderful Worship in Smaller 1 copy 264 RAY
Churches (Cleveland, OH: Pilgrim, 2000). a6



mailto:cwakefiled@rtc.edu.au
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rtc/detail.action?docID=6123070

Wright, N. T., For All God’s Worth (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997).

Carson, D. A., ed. Worship by the Book.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002.

This is really worth owning and I'd
especially encourage you to read the opening
essay by Carson and the final chapter by
Keller.

1copyon
order

3 copies
B&

Proquest

Wheelers,
DTL

264 CAR

Cosper, Mike. Rhythms of Grace: How The
Church’s Worship Tells The Story Of The
Gospel. Wheaton, I1.: Crossway, 2013.

This is a great summary of our course! It
covers very similar ground with similar
emphases. Useful as an introduciton to the
entire course.

3 copies
2G,1M)

Proquest

264 CAR

Chapell, Bryan. Christ-Centered Worship:
Letting the Gospel Shape Our Practice.
Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic,
2009.

A great book that has both biblical and
historical perspectives on understanding
worship from a gospel mindset. Read the
first half'especially.

3 copies
2G,1M)

Proquest

264 CHA

Frame, John M. Worship in Spirit and Truth
[in English]. Phillipsburg, N.J.: P&R, 1996.

Very helpful and easy to read. It covers many
important aspects of thinking about worship
from a non-conservative Reformed
perspective. Frame has an interesting take
on the regulative principle of worship.

4 copies
(B8G,1M)

DTL

264 FRA

Kauflin, Bob. Worship Matters: Leading
Others to Encounter the Greatness of God [in
English].

Wheaton, Il.: Crossway Books, 2008.
Written by an excellent contemporary song
writer. He is a kind of “reformed, charismatic
baptist”, with a great theology of worship and
loads of very sane perspectives. Great for
musos, but of much wider interest too.

2 Copies
2G)

DTL

264 KAU

Ross, Allen P. Recalling the Hope of Glory:
Biblical Worship from the Garden to the New
Creation [in English]. Grand Rapids, MI:
Kregel, 2006.

A very comprehensive treatment of the
theme of worship throughout the Bible. An
excellent biblical- theology of worship.

2 copies
@G)

264 ROS



http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rtc/detail.action?docID=4859799
http://rtc.wheelers.co/title/9780310874294/epub
http://rtc.wheelers.co/title/9780310874294/epub
http://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/oclc/699495805
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rtc/detail.action?docID=1325507
http://rtc.wheelers.co/title/9781441210845/epub
http://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/oclc/34323524
https://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/oclc/688502767

Ryken, Philip Graham, Derek Thomas, and 4 copies DTL-on 264.042 RYK
J. Ligon Duncan, eds. Give Praise to God: A 4G request
Vision for Reforming Worship. Phillipsburg,
N.J.:P&R, 2003.

A collection of essays on different aspects of
a conservative reformed approach to
worship. It provides a defense of a
conservative view of the Regulative

Principle.
Raiter, Michael and Rob Smith, Songs of the 3 copies 264.2 RAI
Saints. Matthias Media; 4G

Sydney/Younstown, 2017.

A book specifically on singing in
congregational worship. The two Australian
authors plead for the importance of singing
in worship, calling for songs that are biblical
in content, draw on the riches of the past
and the present, and are song passionately.

Very sane and helpful.
Barkley, John M. The Worship of the 1 copy 264.052 BAR
Reformed Church. Lutterworth, 1966. 1
De Jong, James A. Into His Presence. CRC, 3 copies 264.05731
1985. BG) DEJ
VanderPyl, D. G. Reformed Liturgy. RCNZ 1copy 264.052 VAN
Publishing House, 1989. 1G)
Van Dellen, Idzerd and Martin Monsma. The 2 copies 262.985731
Revised Church Order Commentary. Grand 2G-1 MON
Rapids: Zondervan, 1967 1967,1

1973)
Vandooren, G. The Beauty of Reformed 2 copies 264.052
Liturgy. Premier Publishing, Canada, 1980. 2aG) VAND
Vischer, Lukas (ed.). Christian Worship in 2 copies 264.042 VIS
Reformed Churches: Past and Present. Grand 2aG)

Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003.

Basden, Paul. The Worship Maze. Downers 2 copies 264 BAS
Grove: IVP,1999. R

Best, Harold M. Unceasing Worship: Biblical 2 copies Proquest 261.57 BES
Perspectives on Worship and the Arts. IVP, 26

2003.

Carson, D. A. (ed.) Worship: Adoration and 2 copies DTL 264 CAR
Action. Baker, 1993. @G

Davies, Horton. The Worship of the English 1 copy 264.059 DAV
Puritans. Soli Deo Gloria, 1948; reprint. a6

1997.



http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rtc/detail.action?docID=2045486
http://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1036937363

Davies, J. G. (ed.) A New Dictionary of 1 copy REF 264.003
Liturgy and Worship. SCM Press 1986. 1G) DAV
Duncan, J. Ligon. Does God Care How We 1 copy 264.042
Worship? P&R, 2020. 16 DUN
Edersheim, Alfred. The Temple: Its 2 copies DTL (open 225.9 EDE
Ministries and Services. Hendrickson, 1994. 2a) access-older
edition)

Frame, John. Contemporary Worship Music: 2 copies 264.2 FRA
A Biblical Defense. P&R, 1997. 2a)
Horton, Michael. A Better Way: 2 copies Proquest 264 HOR
Rediscovering the Drama of Christ-Centered 26)
Worship. GrandRapids: Baker, 2002.
Howard, Kevin & Marvin Rosenthal, The 1 copy 263 HOW
Feasts of the Lord. Thomas Nelson, 1997 aG)
McKim, Donald K (ed.). Major Themes in the 2 copies 285 MCK
Reformed Tradition. Eerdmans, 1992. 2aG)
Martin, R. Worship in the Early Church. 4 copies 264.011
Marshalls, 1964. ¢e)) MAR
Moule, C. Worship in the New Testament. 2 copies 264.011
Grove Liturgy series 12 — 13. @2aG) MOU
Petersen, David. Engaging with God. 3 copies DTL 264 PET
Downers Grove: IVP,1992. BG)
Rayburn, Robert G. O Come, Let us Worship. 2 copies DTL 264 RAY
Baker, 1980. e1¢))
Webber, R. Worship Old and New. rev. ed., 3 copies DTL 264 WEB
Zondervan, 1994. BG)
Webber, Robert. Rediscovering the Missing 1 copy
Jewel: A Study of Worship Through the 1
Centuries. Hendrickson, 1997.
Webber, R. Planning Blended Worship. 1 copy 264 WEB
Nashville: Abingdon, 1998. 1G)-1on

order
White, James F. A Brief History of Christian 1 copy DTL 264.009 WHI
Worship. Abingdon 1993. 16
White, James F. Introduction to Christian 2 copies DTL 264 WHI
Worship. Nashville: Abingdon, 2000. @G



http://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/oclc/729311124
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/rtc/detail.action?docID=836073
http://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/oclc/901271490
http://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1036762741
http://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1037819857
https://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/oclc/893126409
http://thedtl.on.worldcat.org/oclc/902675685

7. ACT Unit Description

LEARNING OUTCOMES (PC004-512)

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand

Demonstrate Foundational knowledge and understanding of Christian worship including
the methods and standards of professional, safe and ethical practice.

B. Be able to

1. Outline the biblical idea of worship

2.In light of the history of worship, Comment on the main principles and issues in
contemporary Christian worship

3. Present Organised evidence-based perspectives on Christian worship.

C. Be in a position to

Relating perspectives and skills from ‘Christian Worship’ to contemporary Christian living
and ministry contexts.

LEARNING OUTCOMES (PC0O004-612)

On successful completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand

Demonstrate Developing knowledge and understanding of Christian worship, including the
methods and standards of professional, safe and ethical practice.

B. Be able to

1. Analyse the biblical idea of worship.

2. Critically Reflect on current scholarship regarding the history of worship, the main
principles and issues in contemporary Christian worship.

3. Present Analytical evidence-based perspectives on Christian worship.

C. Be in a position to

Apply perspectives and skills from current scholarship regarding ‘Christian Worship’ to
contemporary Christian living and ministry contexts.



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

LEARNING OUTCOMES (PC004-812)

On successful completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand

Demonstrate Advanced knowledge of Christian worship, including the methods and
standards of professional, safe and ethical practice.

B. Be able to

1. Analyse the theology and practice of worship in the Old and New Testaments.

2.In the light of the history of worship, Evaluate selected approaches to and issues in
contemporary Christian worship.

3. Evaluate evidence-based perspectives on Christian worship.

C. Be in a position to

Apply knowledge, Critical thinking skills and perspectives from ‘Christian Worship’ to
contemporary Christian living and ministry practice as a reflective practitioner.

CONTENT

SECTION A: Biblical Perspectives
The theology and practice of worship through a study of the Old and New Testaments.

This requires an examination of the theology and practice of worship in the Old and New
Testaments (with reference to Jewish and early church patterns of worship, e.g., as in the
Didache, Justin Martyr’s First Apology and the Apostolic Tradition of Hippolytus). It will
involve reflection on themes such as sacrifice, service, the nature of praise, corporate
prayer, adoration, confession and forgiveness, the confession of faith, the relationship of
worship, discipleship and ethics, the Lord’s Supper, baptism, preaching and teaching,
prayer and offerings and other elements of worship.

SECTION B: Historical Developments

The major, current forms of worship in Australia through reflection upon present practice
and significant elements in the historical processes which have led to the present situation.
The focus will be upon the principles and practice of worship in Protestant denominations
and traditions but including reference to the Catholic and Orthodox traditions. These
traditions should be interpreted in the light of their historical development, including the
liturgical principles and practice of the Reformation and denominations. Cultural and
other developments and influences which have led to the present forms of worship. Where
possible opportunity should be given for particular study of one of these traditions.



SECTION C: Contemporary Themes

Reflection upon contemporary issues in the theology, practice and leadership of worship.
This requires an examination of contemporary issues in worship in the light of scriptural
principles, historical developments and cultural perspectives. To be included are: the forms
of leadership; the style of liturgy; structure and freedom; doctrine and experience; the
relationship of traditions of worship to contemporary culture and sub-cultures; receiving
and offering; personal and communal dimensions; symbolism; architecture; music and the
use of the creative arts and the influence of feminism, multiculturalism and the media.

SECTION D: The Practice of Worship

The aim is to equip students with basic skills in the leadership of worship. This involves a
study of the basic principles of the planning, preparation and conduct of worship.
Wherever possible students should be observers of the planning, conduct and evaluation of
corporate worship and take an active part in the planning and leadership of at least three
services of worship.




