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PC130-606/706/806
Expository Preaching
Workshop A

About this Unit Outline

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the unit Expository
Preaching Workshop A. It provides a structure for your learning, outlining lesson topics,

assessment requirements, and key resources. Units taught at the RTC are accredited through
the Australian College of Theology.
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The Teacher

This unit will be taught by Dr. Murray Capill. Murray is originally
from New Zealand where he pastored a church in Auckland for 10
years. He came to Australia in 2001 to teach part-time at the RTC and
continue in pastoral ministry in the CRCA. Since 2006, he has taught
pastoral and church-focussed ministry units full-time and in 2008 he
became RTC Principal, before his appointment as Dean of Ministry
Development in 2019. He is the author of Preaching with Spiritual
Vigour (2004) and The Heart is the Target (2014). Murray is married
to Wendy and they have five children and five grandchildren.

The Unit
'

One of the greatest needs in the church today is

clear, powerful preaching of God’s Word. Such
preaching is dependent on the enabling of the
Holy Spirit, but it also requires great skill on the
part of the preacher. In this course we’ll be
working on the skills required to preach well. We
will think about how to interpret different genres,
structure sermons, impress truth on people’s
hearts, and apply truth to their lives.

This class is a workshop designed to help you
develop and sharpen your preaching skills. As a workshop it requires your active involvement. In a
spirit of humility and graciousness, we want to challenge and help each other develop the gifts God
has given us.

In this Unit Outline you will find a full description of these units and of how the class will operate.

Itrust God will grant us a great semester together as we spend time in his Word!

Murray capill




2. Overview (SAMPLE ONLY)

TWO HALF-UNITS

The Expository Preaching Workshop comprises two half units of 6 credit points cps each.

Parts A and B focus different preaching genres:

Workshop A Preaching NT Epistles PC130-606, PC130-706, and
Semester 1 Preaching Revelation PC130-806

Preaching Contemporary Topics
Workshop B Preaching OT Narrative PC130-606, PC130-706, and
Semester 2 Preaching Psalms PC130-806

Evangelistic Preaching

The three different AQF levels (6, 7, and 8) are differentiation in assessment and learning
outcomes.

The unit outlines for the three levels can be found on the ACT website:
https://www.actheology.edu.au/unit/PC130-606/
https://www.actheology.edu.au/unit/PC130-706/
https://www.actheology.edu.au/unit/PC130-806/

CLASS STRUCTURE

As half units, class time each semester will be approximately 20 hours. A detailed class
schedule will be provided separately. Please examine it carefully as the structure is quite
complex and not like any other unit.

ASSESSMENT SUMMARY

At each level the main assessment requirements are:

e Preparing a 7-10 minute short talk that is presented in class

e DPreparing one or two sermon outlines (depending on your level) on assigned texts

e TField work: Preparing and preaching a sermon from an assigned text in a ministry
context which is videoed and evaluated in class

e Writing a critique of the sermon that was preached in the light of feedback received.

LEVEL 6 - PC130-606

a. Short talk - weighted 25%; nominally 1000 words - submitted on Turnitin the day
before your scheduled talk.

Youneed to prepare and present a 7-10 minute short talk. After your talk there will be a brief
time of class interaction and feedback. The message will be graded on the basis of content,
connection and communication. A marking rubric is provided on RTC eCampus.


https://www.actheology.edu.au/unit/PC130-606/
https://www.actheology.edu.au/unit/PC130-706/
https://www.actheology.edu.au/unit/PC130-806/

Inthe first semester the talk is to be on a contemporary topic. You are free to choose any topic
of contemporary relevance (e.g. dating, gender fluidity, money, the environment, Christians
and politics, using social media, or anything else you would like to speak on). You should
identify your intended audience at the start of the talk.

Youwill deliver the talk live to the class — eitherin class or online. If you are presenting online
youwill need to be able to stand up and have your camera on you so we can see you.

b. Sermon outline on [Set text] - weighted 25%; 500 words - due on 25 March

You need to develop a sermon outline using the template on RTC eCampus. The outline
should fit within the 500 word limit.

You also need to provide annotations that explain your homiletic choices (e.g. why you chose
your structure, wording, MMS, conclusion, etc). Annotations should be provided using the
Comments tool on a Word document. These are in addition to the 500 words but are by way
of brief comments on what you have done or alternative options you considered.

This should be submitted on RTC eCampus as a Word document with cover sheet. For any
help needed in making the submission, please contact Paul Lucas (plucas@rte.edu.au).

c. Sermon reflection and goals - weighted 50%; 1200 words - due 2 weeks after your
class sermon evaluation

Foryour Field Work you will be preaching in a church or some other preaching context on an
assigned text. Please note carefully the Field Work guidelines below. This Field Work
sermon will then be evaluated in class, with a student commenting on it, class discussion and
written feedback from the lecturer.

The videoed sermon itself will contribute to your mark and the rest of the mark is made up
by your own critique of the sermon.

In light of your preparation and preaching experience, and the church, class and lecturer
feedback:

e Write an analysis of the sermon and its delivery. This should include reflection on the
feedback received, and on the exegesis, theology and homiletics of the sermon.
Homiletic reflection should include such things as delivery, MMS, structure,
explanation, application and illustration.

e Commenton preaching from NT epistles as a genre.

e Interact with scholarly opinion on the genre, homiletics and the text.

e Identify specific goals for your ongoing development and growth as a preacher, and
comment on goals set in the first semester.

A marking rubric is provided on RTC eCampus. — note — use Workshop B rubric
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LEVEL 7 - PC130-706

a. Short talk - weighted 25%; nominally 1000 words - submitted on Turnitin the day
before your scheduled talk.

Youneed to prepare and present a 7-10 minute short talk. After your talk there will be a brief
time of class interaction and feedback. The message will be graded on the basis of content,
connection and communication. A marking rubric is provided on RTC eCampus.

Inthe first semester the talk is to be on a contemporary topic. You are free to choose any topic
of contemporary relevance (e.g. dating, gender fluidity, money, the environment, Christians
and politics, using social media, or anything else you would like to speak on). You should
identify your intended audience at the start of the talk.

Youwill deliver the talk live to the class — eitherin class or online. If you are presenting online
youwill need to be able to stand up and have your camera on you so we can see you.

b. Two sermon outlines, one on [Set text #1] due 25 March and one [Set text #2], due
14 April - weighted 25%; 900 words

You need to develop your sermon outlines on the assigned texts using the template on RTC
eCampus. Each outline should be approx. 450 words.

You also need to provide annotations that explain your homiletic choices (e.g. why you chose
that structure, that wording, that MMS, that conclusion, etc). Annotations should be
provided using the Comments tool on a Word document. These are in addition to the 450
words, but are by way of brief comments on what you have done or alternative options you
considered.

These should be submitted on RTC eCampus as Word documents with cover sheets. For any
help needed, please contact Paul Lucas (plucas@rtc.edu.an).

c. Sermon reflection and goals — weighted 50%; 1350 words - due 2 weeks after your
class sermon evaluation

Foryour Field Work youwill be preaching in a church or some other preaching context on an
assigned text. Please note carefully the Field Work guidelines below. This Field Work
sermon will then be evaluated in class, with a student commenting on it, class discussion and
written feedback from the lecturer.

The videoed sermon itself will contribute to your mark and the rest of the mark is made up
by your own critique of the sermon.

In light of your preparation and preaching experience, and the church, class and lecturer
feedback:

e Write a critique of the sermon and its delivery. This should include reflection on the
feedback received, and on the exegesis, theology and homiletics of the sermon.
Homiletic reflection should include such things as delivery, MMS, structure,
explanation, application and illustration.

e Compare and contrast preaching N'T epistles and Revelation as two distinct genres.

e Interact critically with scholarly opinion on the genre, homiletics and the text.
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e Identify specific goals for your ongoing development and growth as a preacher, and
comment on goals set in the first semester.

A marking rubric is provided on RTC eCampus.

LEVEL 8 - PC130-806

a. Short talk - weighted 25%; nominally 1000 words - submitted on Turnitin the day
before your scheduled talk.

Youneedto prepare and present a 7-10 minute short talk. After your talk there will be a brief
time of class interaction and feedback. The message will be graded on the basis of content,
connection and communication. A marking rubric is provided on RTC eCampus.

Inthe first semester the talk is to be on a contemporary topic. You are free to choose any topic
of contemporary relevance (e.g. dating, gender fluidity, money, the environment, Christians
and politics, using social media, or anything else you would like to speak on). You should
identify your intended audience at the start of the talk.

Youwill deliver the talk live to the class — eitherin class or online. If you are presenting online
youwill need to be able to stand up and have your camera on you so we can see you.

b. Two sermon outlines, one on [set text #1] due 25 March and one [set text #2], due
14 April - weighted 25%; 1000 words

You need to develop your sermon outlines on the assigned texts using the template on RTC
eCampus. Each outline should be approx. 500 words.

You also need to provide annotations that explain your homiletic choices (e.g. why you chose
that structure, that wording, that MMS, that conclusion, etc). Annotations should be
provided using the Comments tool on a Word document. These are in addition to the 500
words, but are by way of brief comments on what you have done or alternative options you
considered.

Your second outline should use a different approach to outlining from the first outline and
your annotations should discuss this different sermon form. For example, if your first outline
follows the order of the text, the second might be more thematic; or the first might be
deductive and the second inductive; or the first might experiment with a “Keller” type outline
and the second a “Stanley” one; or any other combination along these lines.

These should be submitted on RTC eCampus as Word documents with cover sheets. For any
help needed, please contact Paul Lucas (plucas@rtc.edu.an).

c. Sermon reflection and goals - weighted 50%; 1500 words - due 2 weeks after your
class sermon evaluation

Foryour Field Work you will be preaching in a church or some other preaching context on an
assigned text. Please note carefully the Field Work guidelines below. This Field Work
sermon will then be evaluated in class, with a student commenting on it, class discussion and
written feedback from the lecturer.
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The videoed sermon itself will contribute to your mark and the rest of the mark is made up
by your own critique of the sermon.

In light of your preparation and preaching experience, and the church, class and lecturer
feedback:

e Write a critique of the sermon and its delivery. This should include reflection on the
feedback received, and on the exegesis, theology and homiletics of the sermon.
Homiletic reflection should include such things as delivery, MMS, structure,
explanation, application and illustration.

e Review NT epistles and Revelation as two distinct preaching genres.

e FEvidence research awareness as you interact with scholarly opinion on the genre,
homiletics and the text.

o Identify specific goals for your ongoing development and growth as a preacher, and
comment on goals set in the first semester.

A revised marking rubricis provided on RTC eCampus.

4. Field Work

1. FIND A PLACE AND A DATE

Your sermon for class evaluation needs to be preached in a live-ministry context. Ideally this
will be in a church setting, so you will need to seek an opportunity to preach in a church. Some
students (but not all) may be given a preaching slot in the RTC devotions schedule for their
Field Work. Preaching could also take place in another context (a youth group, at a camp, in
a retirement village, at an event, etc.) but it will need to be possible to preach about a 25-
minute expository sermon on an assigned text.

Please give thought to where you will be able to preach.

Itisimperative that you arrange a date in advance of your scheduled class evaluation.
Preaching dates in March and April will be ideal for most students. You'd be wise to set this
up early.

Where a context or date cannot be found it is essential to communicate this with me as early
as possible so that alternate arrangements can be made.

Youwill need to make arrangements to have your sermon videoed. If the venue does not have
any good equipment it can be done quite satisfactorily on an iphone or other mobile device if
this is set up near enough to you to pick up good sound. At the end of the day, sound matters
more than video quality.

2. SUBMIT YOU MANUSCRIPT AND UPLOAD YOUR SERMON

Once you have preached your sermon you need to do two things one week before your

class evaluation:




a. Submit your sermon manuscript to the lecturer and the student evaluator (see class
schedule). Please just email this to them.

b. Upload your sermon video on RTC Vimeo. You need to do this one week before the
class when you will be evaluated so other students have time to view it.

c. Please only upload your sermon in the week prior to your class evaluation even if
you have recorded it earlier. If too many students upload in the same week we
exceed our 5GB limit.

To upload a sermon:

1. Loginto the Preaching Class Vimeo site with the username: RT Cpreaching@gmail.com
and the Password: [removed]

2. Click “Upload a Video”.
3. Follow the prompts - it’s easy to drag and drop a file from your computer.

4. Wait for it to upload - this can take a while as sermon files tend to be pretty big. Vimeo
seems to cope with all video formats. There is a 5GB limit per week and there will be two
sermons uploaded each week.

5. Fillin the title box with your name and text.

6. Gotothevideo and make sure it works. Then you're done!
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6. Follow-on Units

In order to provide thorough preacher training, RT'C offers two further preaching workshop
units, Expository Preaching Workshop, C and D, in the year following these two units (i.e. in
2023):

1. These Workshops are not for ACT credit. They are very similar to the first two units,
but will be assessed differently, outside of the ACT system, and students will not
receive academic credit toward their degree for them.

2. They are offered free to all students who have successfully completed Expository
Preaching Workshops A and B.

3. They are compulsory for all CRCA, RCNZ and RPCA ordination candidates, unless
the relevant Candidacy Committee has given an exemption.

4. They consider further biblical preaching genres and other aspects of preaching:

Workshop C Preaching the Gospels
Semester 1 Preaching Acts
Doctrinal Preaching
Workshop D Preaching OT Law
Semester 2 Preaching OT Prophets

Special Occasion Preaching

5. Upon successful completion of these units a letter of confirmation and testimony will
be provided by the RTC to indicate the students’ completion and achievement.




7. Additional Requirements for Reformed

Church Ordination Students

In addition to the requirements for the four units described above (Expository Preaching
Workshops A and B for credit, and C and D not for credit), Ordination candidates for the all
CRCA, RCNZ and RPCA are required to complete an additional requirement each
semester.

During or shortly following each semester, you need to prepare and preach a sermon on the
genre you didn’t preach on for you class assessed sermon:

e Expository Preaching Workshop A: NT Epistles or Revelation
e Expository Preaching Workshop B: OT Narrative or Psalms

e Advanced Preaching Workshop A: Gospels or Acts

e Advanced Preaching Workshop B: OT Law or OT Prophets

If you preach this after the semester it should be done within 1 month of the end of semester
(i.e. by 15 July for first semester units and by 15 December for second semester units).

For each sermon you need to:

a. Advise Dr Leo Douma of when you will be preaching and submit a draft to him at
least five days before you preach. This will allow time for him to give some feedback
and for you to make revisions before you preach. Leo’s email is ldouma@rtc.edu.au.

b. Take three copies of the church sermon evaluation form to the church and ask for
these to be distributed to some people and returned either to you or the RTC
afterwards.

c. Submitto Dr Douma your revised manuscript that you preached from. This will be
graded and feedback will be given to you.
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