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COLLEGE NEWS 
 
It is hard to believe that we are already into the second month of 2022. We wondered 
whether we would be able to commence with our on-campus program but are pleased to 
report that it is “all systems go” for a return to campus. We will begin the year with a Hebrew 
Intensive next week (14–18 February), followed by the formal start of Semester 1 (for both 
on and off-campus students) on the 22nd of February. It will be a blessing to resume face-to-
face classes and in-person interactions after months of online only classes. We are very aware 
that things may change on a dime, but we are very thankful for this opportunity, and we look 
forward to rebuilding our presence in the Melbourne CBD. In addition to this we will, of 
course, continue to use technology to connect with our many off-campus students who are 
scattered across Australia, New Zealand, and further afield.  
 
We remain committed to our mission of raising, equipping, and supporting people of all 
generations for Christ-centered life and ministry. We will do this through continuing to offer 
a sound Reformed and evangelical theological education for the Lord’s people in this part of 
the world. A new year brought no change to our core vision, and we will persist in our efforts 
to orient everything that we do to align with this vision. Please pray that we will have a God-
honouring semester as a college community and that we may contribute to the sharing of the 
light of Christ with many who desperately need to hear the Good News.  
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FACULTY NEWS 
Murray Capill will be speaking at an event held in Tamworth, NSW on 12–13 February. 
Postponed for the last two years, he hopes he will finally get to speak on Deuteronomy at the 
North West Bible Conference. 
  
Murray also recently contributed to a podcast on preaching called, PreachIt! The podcast 
helps to better equip preachers in biblical, Christ-centred preaching. There are many valuable 
sessions by other preachers like Mike Raiter, Zack Eswine and Darrell Bock. The first of three 
sessions by Murray on application in preaching is now available on facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/preachitnz) or at https://anchor.fm/preachitnz/episodes/How-
to-Preach-Application-Part-1-e1e0dp0. 
  
GRADUATION AND INDUCTION SERVICE | 8 MARCH  
 
We would like to warmly invite you to our annual graduation service, to be held (Lord willing) 
at 4:30 pm on the 8th of March at the RTC Melbourne Campus (Level 3, 221 Queen Street, 
Melbourne). This year’s event is rather special as it will also be occasion during which we will 
formally induct Dr Stephen Lewis as Lecturer in Hebrew and Old Testament here at the RTC. 
Stephen is scheduled to deliver an induction address entitled “On Being Small and Wise.” 
Refreshments will be served afterwards. Please do come along! However, if you cannot attend 
in person, you are more than welcome to watch the proceedings, via livestream, by clicking 
on this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81899033026?pwd=VEFFTGxGbGVrMXMzNFJTbUZ5dmlyZz09 
 
EVENTS 
 
How-To – Ministry Skills Workshop - Saturday, March 26, 9am to 1pm AEDT. On-campus at 
3/221 Queen Street, Melbourne CBD. It is a training day perfect for ministry interns, 
apprentices, ministry leaders, and active church members who want to know the "how-to" 
on practical ministry skills. More info to follow. 
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BOOK RECOMMENDATION | Exodus Old and New: A Biblical Theology of Redemption. By L. 
Michael Morales. InterVarsity Press, 2020, 196 Pages. | Dr Stephen Lewis  
 

Some explanations of how the Bible is one unified 
storyline are better than others. We hear preachers 
claiming that every page of the Bible points us to Jesus, 
but when we’ve read the Scripture cover to cover, we’ve 
waded through entire chapters that seemed devoid of 
anything related to the gospel. So, we have doubts, and 
are left wondering how vast portions of the Old 
Testament relate to each other, and how they have 
anything to do with Christ. It is rare when one book 
changes the way I think about the unified message of the 
Bible. But this treasure of a book by Morales is such. It 
even changed the way I look at the book of Acts. 
 
Like you, I already knew that Israel’s exodus out of Egypt 
was not only true history but that it also symbolized our 
exodus out of bondage to sin through Christ our Passover 

lamb. Before reading this book I already knew that the strange details of the sacrificial system 
in Leviticus had a lot to do with Jesus dying for us on the cross. What I didn’t know was the 
following: a) how Genesis is filled with types and shadows of the Exodus from Egypt; b) how 
the Exodus from Egypt prepares us to understand the exodus from Babylonian exile; c) what 
the Suffering Servant in Isaiah has to do with exodus and exile; d) how Israel was supposed to 
be God’s firstborn son, a brother’s keeper for all the other nations, bringing them back to 
God; e) how the Gospel of John intentionally presents Jesus as the fulfillment of the covenant 
promises.  
 
Morales helped me see that exile is judgment, banishment from God’s presence, and exodus 
is return, resurrection into God’s presence. He excels in pithy one-liners that make you think: 
“Israel was to be a living catechism for the nations.” The book may be difficult for some 
readers, not because it’s boring but because it has so many fascinating details that it’s difficult 
to process them all: how is Cain related to Gilgamesh; what does the tower of Babel have to 
do with exile and exodus; how the five-fold blessing in Genesis reverses the five-fold curse in 
Genesis; how Egypt is a picture of Sheol; why Pharaoh is portrayed as a dragon and why God 
strengthened/hardened Pharaoh’s heart; how the near sacrifice of Isaac on Mount Moriah is 
nothing less than the foundation for the Passover and the sacrificial system; what Moses’ 
ascent to and descent from Mount Sinai has to do with Jesus. Prior to reading this book I 
couldn’t keep all the sacrifices in the Old Testament straight: what’s the difference between 
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a whole burnt offering and a fellowship offering (and why should I care). But now I am starting 
to see how they all fit together and why I should care.  
 
This book is put together in such a way that once you start seeing the exodus thread running 
through the entire Bible, you won’t be able to unsee it. It would be excellent preparation for 
a preaching or teaching series through the Book of Exodus, or as preparation for a preaching 
series around Good Friday and Easter. Thinking about preaching through one of the prophetic 
books? Morales will help you see the underlying theology that reaches back to the Pentateuch 
and then necessitates the New Testament. The book also works as a standalone study, 
demonstrating how the entire Scripture pertains to the gospel. But it’s not like you necessarily 
need some special reason to read it. Anyone who already loves the Word but wants to 
understand it more will be challenged and blessed by it.  
 
CHURCH HISTORY SPOT | A Liberator in the Service of the Redeemer: William Wilberforce 
(1759–1833) | Dr Phillip Scheepers 
 

I am currently preparing to teach ‘Christianity 
in History from 1550’, one of the core church 
history units here at the RTC. Preparing for a 
new semester can sometimes be quite hectic 
but can also be a very enjoyable experience 
as you reconnect with ‘old friends’ from 
history. One such person, who inspired me 
anew, was William Wilberforce. Around 2007, 
Wilberforce enjoyed a brief surge in name 
recognition, as the 200th anniversary of the 
abolition of the British slave trade was 
commemorated, but awareness of him and 
his pivotal role in helping to end ‘this 
damnable trade’ seems to be fading. This is 
obviously something that I will seek to rectify 
in the upcoming unit and what follows is a 
sneak preview of how I will introduce 

Wilberforce and his legacy.   
 
William Wilberforce was born into a wealthy and influential Yorkshire family in 1759. While 
still a teenager Wilberforce inherited much of his family’s wealth and seemed set for a life of 
luxury with very few responsibilities. His time at the University of Cambridge (from 1776) 
seemed to confirm the fear of some in his family that he will waste his considerable talents, 
as he spent many days and nights in gambling and drinking. He did, however, make a very 
influential friend in the person of William Pitt (1759–1806) who would go on to become Prime 
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Minister of the United Kingdom. Pitt encouraged the young Wilberforce to enter politics. So 
it was that he was elected to be the member of parliament for Kingston upon Hull in 
September 1780. Becoming an MP did not significantly change Wilberforce’s lifestyle. The 
French socialite Madame de Stael called him ‘the wildest man in Britain’. He assessed his own 
contribution during these years as follows: “The (first) years in parliament I did nothing–
nothing to any purpose. My own distinction was my darling object”.  
 
In 1785 Wilberforce’s life changed dramatically when he underwent a profound Christian 
conversion after reading ‘The Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul’ by Philip Doddridge. 
Almost immediately he began looking for ways in which he could apply his newfound Christian 
faith to his work as a member of parliament. It did not take him long to focus his attention on 
the cause for which he became famous: The decades-long effort to outlaw the transatlantic 
slave trade. He became utterly convinced that the biblical message of freedom and justice 
also applies in the ‘here and now’ and that Christians should do everything in their power to 
combat the trade in fellow human beings. Almost from the beginning two things stood out 
for Wilberforce, that he was taking on a gigantic task and that he was in it for the long haul: 
“So enormous, so dreadful, so irremediable, did its wickedness appear that my own mind was 
completely made up for abolition. Let the consequences be what they would: I from this time 
resolved that I would never rest until I have achieved its abolition.”  
 
Wilberforce’s initial efforts to end the slave trade focussed on attempting to persuade people 
of the immorality of slavery. He was convinced that this kind of appeal was bound to be 
heeded in a supposedly Christian nation. He made this theme explicit in the way he ended his 
speech when he first submitted a motion on the topic of slavery to the British parliament: 
“…when we think of eternity and the future consequences of all human conduct, what is there 
in this life that shall make any man contradict the dictates of his conscience, the principle of 
justice and the law of God?” Unfortunately, in the eyes of many members of parliament this 
argument did not weigh heavier than the lure of money and the protection of entrenched 
interests. Wilberforce’s first bill was overwhelmingly defeated.  
 
Wilberforce’s parliamentary defeat on 12 May 1789 would be the first of many. He would 
bring bills before the house on an almost annual basis, only to see them shot down in flames 
again and again. However, Wilberforce battled on despite ill health and many setbacks. In 
addition to his parliamentary work, he addressed thousands of public meetings and kept up 
a ceaseless stream of correspondence. He was also instrumental in helping to build an anti-
slavery coalition across many sectors of society. All these efforts eventually paid off when the 
British Parliament declared the slave trade illegal (with a 218–16 vote) on the 23rd of February 
1807.   
 
The abolition of the slave trade was obviously an emotional moment for Wilberforce, and in 
some ways the culmination of his life’s work. This did not mean that he was now content to 
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rest on his laurels. In cooperation with a group of other evangelicals (known as the ‘Clapham 
Sect’) he worked tirelessly on a wide variety of causes, including the founding of the ‘Church 
Missionary Society’ and the changing of the charter of the British East India Company to 
prevent it from hindering missionary outreach in India. In terms of his anti-slavery efforts the 
work was also far from done and he kept up the campaign to the very end. The 1807 act 
outlawed the trade in slaves, not the abolition of the institution of slavery itself. Wilberforce 
kept campaigning towards this latter goal and lived to hear the news that the bill that would 
outlaw slavery across the British Empire was guaranteed to pass. He died three days later, on 
23 July 1833. He is buried in Westminster Abbey, along with many of the great figures of his 
age.   
 
Looking back at the contribution that Wilberforce made to the church and society of his day, 
there are a few lessons we should heed for our own age:   
 

• Although he obviously viewed slavery as morally repugnant, Wilberforce saw 
his work primarily in spiritual terms. As he famously put it: “God Almighty has set 
before me two great objects, the suppression of the Slave Trade and the 
Reformation of Manners (Morals).” I believe that he set an example in terms of 
how we talk about Christian efforts to serve our societies. Serving our fellow 
human being is great in and of itself but for believers there is always an added 
dimension, namely that God is glorified when we serve others in His Name.   
• The fact that Wilberforce so often spoke and wrote about His ultimate 
motivation means that his work, and those of many others who laboured alongside 
him, can serve as a standing argument against the ‘religion poisons everything’ 
trope. We should not be shy to point out how often profound changes for the 
better were driven by people’s deep commitment to Christ and the teachings of 
Scripture. As Wilberforce wrote: “What a difference it would be if our system of 
morality were based on the Bible instead of the standards devised by cultural 
Christians.” We can state with the utmost confidence that our world would have 
been a much darker and sadder place without Christians seeking to live out the 
values of the Kingdom. Pointing this out can be a valuable launching pad for 
conversations about the nature and truth of the gospel.   
• Wilberforce’s unceasing efforts can, furthermore, teach us much about 
perseverance. We can so easily get on ‘hobby horses’ or devote our attention to 
what happens to be the issues of the day. Wilberforce realised that the task to 
which he was called would require his unceasing attention for decades. It also 
meant setting aside other ambitions (many believe Wilberforce could have been 
Prime Minister if he ‘put in the time’ to pursue the top job). It must have been so 
discouraging to submit the same bill to parliament, year after year, knowing that 
it will be rejected. Yet, he kept at it! We need to remember that the things God 
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calls us to can sometimes take years to achieve. May we stand ready to render 
Him this service!   
• Wilberforce was, finally, someone who understood that in God’s work it is 
rarely about the ‘lone hero’. In both his anti-slavery work and in pursuing broader 
evangelical causes, he surrounded himself with people who were pulling in the 
same direction. It was consistently the case that their combined efforts dwarfed 
what any individual could pull off. The ‘Clapham Sect’ stands out in this regard. 
The number of causes they were involved in boggles the mind and this was due in 
no small part to the support and encouragement they gave each other.   
 

Our world is obviously very different from the age in which Wilberforce laboured, but in every 
age, believers are called to love and serve God, seeking his glory wherever he placed us. 
Wilberforce was convinced that taking this call seriously is one of the keys to a life of 
substance. Let’s then hear and heed his call to us across the centuries: “If there is no 
passionate love for Christ at the centre of everything, we will only jingle and jangle our way 
across the world, merely making a noise as we go.”  

  


