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COLLEGE NEWS 
 
The 2022 Graduation ceremony was held at the Melbourne campus on Tuesday, 08 March. It 
was a joyful occasion to remember God’s blessings and to celebrate a significant milestone in 
the lives of our students. We recognise that completing a degree involved a significant level 
of commitment and perseverance. on the part of students. So, we were very happy to 
celebrate the day together, remembering God’s grace and their hard work.  
 
While the accomplishments of all the graduating students are impressive, special mention 
must be made of Graham Hamill, who was awarded his Bachelor of Ministry at the age of 89! 
Obtaining a theological degree was an unfulfilled ambition for Graham and he finally decided 
to launch into degree studies during his 80’s. In completing his degree, he became by far the 
oldest ever RTC graduate and the oldest student to receive an award from the Australian 
College of Theology. Congratulations to Graham on this remarkable achievement!  
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Graduation 2022 also doubled as the induction service for Dr Stephen Lewis as our Lecturer 
in Old Testament and Hebrew. Stephen has been with us for more than a year (with his first 
semester taught online from the US) but Covid restrictions prevented us from formally 
inducting him during 2021. The chairman of the RTC board, Mr Tony Deenick, officiated at the 
induction, formally charging Dr Lewis to minister with diligence, faithfulness, and 
commitment. Stephen responded with an induction address based on Proverbs 30:24-28 and 
entitled “On Being Small and Wise. We thank God for bringing Stephen, Amy, and their boys 
to Australia and to the RTC. Please continue to uphold them in your prayers.  
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HOW TO: SKILLS FOR EVERYDAY MINISTRY 
26 March, 09:00 am to 1:00 pm, Melbourne Campus  
 

 
 
This event will focus on the practical nuts-and-bolts of ministry and is perfectly suited for 
interns, trainees, elders, and ministry workers.  
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The 26th of March event will serve as the launch for a program of follow-up electives that will 
run throughout the year.  The program for the day will include sessions on:  

• ‘How to Speak So People Will Listen’ (Murray Capill) 
• ‘How to Read and Lead Dynamic Small Groups’ (Helen Bell)  
• ‘How to Juggle 50 Balls at Once’ (Phillip Scheepers’ 
• ‘How to Plug a Book’ (Martin Williams)  
• ‘How to Pray in a Group’ (Murray Capill)  

 
The follow-up electives will run from 3:45-4:45 pm on the following Tuesdays:  

• 26 April (‘How to Read the Bible Well in Public’)  
• 24 May (‘How to Prepare Great Bible Study Questions’) 
• 2 August (‘How to Lead an Effective Bible Study’) 
• 13 September (‘How to Write an Interesting Short Article’)  
• 18 October (‘How to be a Good Mentor’)  

 
Unfortunately, the event will not be livestreamed. However, we do intend to make recordings 
available. Watch this space!  
 
More information and registration details can be found here: https://rtc.edu.au/how-
to/#tribe-tickets__tickets-form 
 
BOOK RECOMMENDATION | Redeeming Your Time: 7 Biblical Principles for Being 
Purposeful, Present, and Wildly Productive. By Jordan Raynor. Waterbrook, 2021, 215 
Pages. | Dr Murray Capill 
 

For so many people life is just too full. There are constant 
demands and pressures, and a healthy work-church-life 
balance seems unattainable. We often end up in survival 
mode, with even enjoyable things becoming just another job 
on the to-do list.  
 
These realities mean I, like many other people, have read 
plenty of books on time management, organisation, 
productivity and effectiveness. Will reading yet another one 
help? In my case, the answer has been “yes”. Jordan Raynor, 
an entrepreneur, author and podcaster, draws not only on his 
own experience but a vast range of other books and research, 
to present seven principles along with 32 practices, for 

“redeeming your time.”  
 
Two things make this book a valuable read for over-busy people. First, it is not only a time 
and task management book, but a holistic view of how to use all your time well. In chapter 
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two Raynor does address the essentials of task and workflow management, much along the 
lines of David Allen’s Getting Things Done. It is a great guide to improving the way we manage 
emails, tasks and a thousand other “open loops” in our lives. Later in the book he has 
extensive advice on scheduling and making a good “time budget”.  
 
But the book covers much more than how to manage your workflow. Raynor intentionally 
and appropriately begins with a chapter on the need to spend time in the Word and prayer, 
ideally beginning each day in unhurried time with God. One of the later chapters is on the 
need to rest well, including Sabbath rest. Raynor outlines his own rather unique approach to 
Sundays. Whether one buys into it or not, it is at least stimulating to think through how to 
“Sabbath” well.  
 
I was challenged by another chapter entitled, “Dissent from the Kingdom of Noise”, in which 
he addresses how to better handle social media, your phone and the endless flood of news 
and information most of us are drowning in. Although I have a very limited social media life, 
I was still challenged by his ideas and have made some helpful changes. We lose more time 
here than most of us think, and we lose a lot of focus as well. He has a continual emphasis on 
the value of eliminating distractions, avoiding multi-tasking (which is much less efficient than 
we might think) and intentionally scheduling times of “deep work”, free from interruptions 
and the superficial.  
 
The second thing that makes this book worth reading is that throughout, Raynor grounds his 
many practical strategies in biblical principles. The suggested practices are optional and may 
or may not be helpful, but the principles, he contends, are essential for us all. Unfortunately 
he draws a rather long bow in trying to argue that these principles are all drawn from the life 
of Jesus who shows us “how God would manage his time”. That seems rather strained given 
that it is seldom the main point of the texts he turns to. It would be sufficient to say that the 
principles reflect biblical perspectives on time and life. But Raynor does keep our focus on 
what really matters: not making a name for ourselves or being impressive in what we achieve, 
but using our time to glorify God and to love others.  
 
Throughout the book Raynor shares many of his own practices, some of which are incredibly 
helpful and others that seem to be quite unrealistic. But in both cases, the book has 
stimulated me to re-think a number of my daily practices in order to live in a less hurried, 
more focused way.  
 
MINISTRY SPOT | “Gospel Driven Productivity: How to Manage Time” | Dr Martin Williams 
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Some time ago I was 
speaking to a group of 
young people and they 
asked me, “If you could go 
back in time and talk to 
your younger self, what 
would you say?” I told 
them that I would say to 
myself, “Martin, you don’t 
have as much time as you 
think you have. Your time is 
short. So don’t fritter it away on frivolous things that don’t ultimately matter. Use your time 
wisely, redeem it, count it valuable. Fill your life with gospel busyness. Get a sense of urgency. 
Get clarity. Get focus. Get busy. Get the words of the apostle Paul to the Ephesians: ‘See then 
that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days 
are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is’ (5:15–17; 
NKJV).” The idiom “redeem the time” means to do something with intensity and urgency and 
can be translated: “make the best use of time” (ESV), “make the most of every chance you 
get” (The Message), “capitalise on every window of opportunity” (MaGee), or “take full 
advantage of every opportunity” (Louw and Nida).  So, how can we make the best use of our 
time in a practical way?  I want to suggest two things: (1) We ought to redeem the time 
through gospel busyness; and (2) We ought to take practical steps to redeem the time. 
 
(1) Redeeming the Time through Gospel Busyness 
 
Paul writes in 1 Cor 15:58: “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” I want 
to briefly observe three things:  
 
1. Gospel Busyness 

 
When Paul speaks of “always abounding in the work of the Lord,” he is talking about busy 
people (“always abounding”) who fill their days with gospel work (“the work of the Lord”). 
For Paul, the hope of the resurrection (the focus of 1 Cor 15) does not lead to lassitude, laxity, 
or laziness, but should propel believers to press on and persevere in the work of the Lord.  
Matthew Henry said: “It is wisdom to fill up our vacant minutes with that which is good, that 
the fragments of time may not be lost.” 

 
2. Gospel Grounded 
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Busy people should also “be steadfast” and “immoveable.” This seems almost paradoxical: 
they are to be “always abounding,” moving, and yet “immoveable.” That is, they must stand 
firm, “stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel” (Col 1:23). Paul is saying 
to busy people who are always abounding in the work of the Lord: “You must be established 
and settled, not wavering from the truth of the gospel.” 

 
3. Gospel Enabled 

 
All true gospel busyness always operates according to a basic rule: What God has done, is 
doing, and will do for us, always provides the foundation for what we do for him. Paul says 
earlier in the same chapter: “By the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me 
was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but 
the grace of God that is with me” (1 Cor 15:10). In grace-based productivity, as opposed to 
works-based productivity, we remain acutely aware that we are always dependent on God’s 
grace to do everything that we do.   
 
(2) Redeeming the Time through Practical Means 
 
How do we put gospel busyness into practice so that we truly redeem the time? Here are six 
practical ways to redeem the time.  
 
1. Precious 
 
Redeeming the time implies that time is precious and worth being redeemed. Jonathan 
Edwards said: “That upon time we should set a high value, and be exceeding careful that it be 
not lost; and we are therefore exhorted to exercise wisdom and circumspection, in order that 
we may redeem it. And hence it appears, that time is exceedingly precious.” Edwards made 
this one of his resolutions: “Resolved never to lose a moment of time, but improve it the most 
profitable way I possible can” (no. 5). How are we using our time? Are we treasuring every 
minute as if it were valuable?  
 
2. Plan  

 
Whatever your current situation, the key is to use your time well. The best way to utilize your 
time strategically is to schedule your time each day. This will involve setting goals and then 
making plans for how you will achieve them. To meet deadlines and make progress toward 
your goals you need to identify the steps that you will need to take to achieve those goals and 
then schedule those steps. I do this in two ways: (1) I have a master calendar on which I put 
all my important events and deadlines so that I know exactly what I must do and when. (2) I 
use a daily planner in which I schedule each hour of the day. That way (a) I have a plan for 
how to divvy up my tasks throughout the day, and (b) I set time constraints for completing 



8 
 

tasks so that I am more focused and efficient. If you are looking for a good productivity app 
to help you get organised I recommend Amazing Marvin Task Manager.  

 
3. Prioritize  
 
You can’t do everything and so prioritizing your time in light of your priorities is important, 
because it will ensure that you are not just filling each day with busyness, but you are thinking 
strategically about how best to maximize your time. The most useful productivity method I 
have encountered is The Rule of Three. The rule of three is a productivity principle that 
focuses on achieving three meaningful outcomes every day. This forces me to plan ahead and 
focus my attention on what really matters instead of spinning my wheels and later finding 
that I have wasted valuable time. Instead of thinking too broadly (revise a semester course, 
write a sermon, write a talk for a conference), I focus on three specific steps to achieving these 
goals: (1) revise one lecture in a semester-long course; (2) write the introduction to a sermon; 
(3) write 500 words on an article. This approach is specific, measurable, and achievable.  
Above all, prioritize time with God in his word and prayer and worship. 
 
4. Purge 
 
I try as much as possible to purge every single time-waster from my day so that I can devote 
what precious time I have to my priorities.  Let me share with you how I do that: (1) I never 
surf the internet; I know what I am looking for, I find it, and then I close my browser; (2) I do 
not use Facebook, Instagram, TikTtok, or any other social media platform (if you do, that is 
okay, just keep them turned off during your work time); (3) I check and process my emails 
only at certain times in the day, otherwise my email programs stay closed; (4) I try to purge 
from my life those things that do not have any abiding value; (5) I am very careful with my 
reading time making sure I only read the best books; (6) I try to stamp the reality of the brevity 
of life, the certainly of death, and weightiness of eternity on my time. Jonathan Edwards 
resolved: “Resolved, never to do anything, which I should be afraid to do, if it were the last 
hour of my life” (no. 7); “Resolved, I will act so as I think I shall judge would have been best, 
and most prudent, when I come into the future world” (no. 50). But does that mean I should 
have no rest or recreation? Of course not. That leads to the next principle. ` 

 
5. Pause 
 
Pause to rest, relax, refresh, reenergize, and rejuvenate. Our ability to be productive requires 
health, energy, and physical health. We need to take care of our bodies so that we have the 
energy and enthusiasm, strength and stamina, vigor and vitality that we need to accomplish 
our tasks.  Pause and plan your rest and recreations, vacations and entertainments.  Pause to 
sleep. Sleep allows our bodies and minds to recharge, leaving us refreshed and alert when we 
wake up.  Pause one day in seven.  Observing the Sabbath reminds us of our limitations, our 
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need for rest, and our need to find true rest in the Lord of the Sabbath who gives rest to those 
who labour and are heavy laden (Matt 11:28–30).  Prioritize public and private worship, time 
with family, and time in prayer, scripture, and good books. Pause to exercise. Exercise 
increases stamina, energy, cognitive function, creativity, and productivity. Pause to eat well. 
Think strategically about what you eat, because what you fuel your body with impacts your 
physical health, mental health, and energy levels.  

 
6. Persevere 
 
Finally, persevere to the end. When we persevere we develop holy habits and personal 
routines that enable us to persevere, make progress toward our goals, and live effective and 
productive God-honouring lives. Let us live in such a way that when we come to the end of 
our lives we will not be filled with regret and remorse because of all the time we have wasted. 
Rather, let us live in such a way that we may hear the Lord’s “Well done!”  spoken to our life’s 
work at the Judgement: “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt 25:23). 
 

  
 


