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When we started the new academic year 
at the end of February, the unfolding 
Covid situation was already in the news, 
but we had no idea of how significantly 
it would go on to impact us. 

We were able to have a normal start to the semester and 
had four weeks of face-to-face teaching before we had 
to take measures in response to the unfolding health 
crisis. Thankfully, those few weeks at the beginning 
of the year helped us to get to know new students. We 
could also hold our annual graduation service on the 
10th of March. In response to government regulations 
that restricted gatherings, we began to offer all our 
classes via live streaming from 17th March. 

The days and weeks during which we had to embed 
these changes were hectic beyond belief but I believe 
that, from a student perspective, the transition 
happened more-or-less seamlessly. I am very thankful 
to the academic staff, members of support services, 
and board members for their help and advice during 
this very challenging transitional period. 

Of course, what we thought might be an arrangement 
lasting a few weeks turned (with Melbourne’s second 
lockdown) into a longer-term proposition. We had 

detailed plans to allow us to return to campus for the 
start of the second semester but sadly nothing came of 
that. So, for the moment the RTC operates as an online 
college, fervently hoping and praying for the day when 
we can all be together again. 

In moving everything online, we were helped 
significantly by the fact that we already live-
streamed some of our classes. We therefore had the 
infrastructure and much of the know-how in place 
to do this successfully. I was very impressed by 
the positive attitude of the lecturing staff (some of 
whom have never done any online teaching) in taking 
these changes on board and responding to various 
challenges. I equally have only the highest praise for 
the members of our student body for their positive 
attitudes in making the best of a difficult situation.

In looking back over the past few months two things 
stand out. The first is the reality of God’s faithfulness 
in all circumstances, even (or perhaps especially) 
during times of difficulty and trial. If you told me at 
the beginning of the year that my first year as principal 
would be spent managing the ever changing landscape 
of leading the college through the challenges thrown 
up by a global pandemic, I would not have felt remotely 
up to the task. Yet here we are, still through God’s grace, 
providing gospel-focussed theological education to 
people around Australia and New Zealand (and even in 
Germany!). This would not have been possible without 
the Lord’s grace and enabling power. I realise that 
as believers we often make statements of this kind, 
but the reality of God’s care and provision becomes 
particularly real in times like these. 
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Perhaps this is why James reminded his readers to 
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials 
of various kind” (James 1:2).

The second impression that will stay with me 
from this time is a renewed appreciation of the 
importance of Christian community. We often 
describe the RTC as a ‘learning community’ but I’m 
convinced that we sometimes took this aspect of our 
identity almost for granted – until it was taken away. 
True, we are still able to express our community life 
remotely (which is, in fact, the primary way in which 
many students interact with the rest of the RTC, 
even under normal circumstances) but the loss of 
our physical connections with both our church and 
college communities are being experienced as a 
deep loss by many. Yes, we can and should minister 
in ‘socially distant’ ways when necessary. You can 
argue that the authors of the New Testament epistles 
did exactly this through their letters, but there is 
something special and profound about the face-to-
face sharing of life and learning with brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Perhaps one of the blessings of this 
time will be to teach us not to take this for granted. 

We are, of course, not out of the woods yet! It could 
be that it will still be many weeks before we can 
be back on campus. Please pray that the Lord will 
continue to sustain us and that he will enable us to 
take the lessons we learned about his faithfulness 
and the importance of community into a post-Covid 
future. 
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The RTC has enjoyed a long and strong 
relationship with the Reformed 
Churches of New Zealand. As a former pastor of the 
RCNZ, I love returning there not only to renew old 
friendships but to see what the Lord is doing among 
them and, by his grace, continue to encourage them 
in their gospel work. 

It was therefore a privilege to speak at two leadership 
training events in late February and early March. The 
first was hosted at the Pukekohe Reformed Church 
and the second at the Christchurch Reformed 
Church. Both were arranged by RTC graduates, Rev. 
Graeme Zuidema and Rev. David Waldron. 

On the two Friday evenings, I presented an address I 
first gave at RTC’s “Captivated” conference last year 
on “Understanding our Kid’s Hearts.” It was aimed 

at parents, 
teachers and 
those involved 
in ministry 
to children. 
Then at the 
S a t u r d a y 

seminars I spoke to elders and other church 
leaders on “Shaping a Gospel-Hearted Church,” 
“Multiplying Gospel-Hearted Workers,” and 
“Developing Gospel-Hearted Care.” The events 
were well-attended and also live-streamed. 

I also enjoyed the opportunity to meet with a 
number of pastors, interact with several younger 
men considering future pastoral ministry, and also 
preach at four different churches. 

I came away greatly encouraged not only by the 
warm and generous hospitality I received, but 
also by the clear evidence of a great gospel heart 
among many there. The churches that hosted the 
conferences seemed healthy and vibrant; many 
of those who attended had an obvious appetite for 
input on gospel ministry and leadership in the local 
church; and, in personal conversations, there was 
clear evidence of the Lord working powerfully in 
many individual hearts and lives.

So a big thank you to my NZ friends for the privilege 
of coming. Be assured of our ongoing prayers for 
your faithfulness and fruitfulness in Lord’s work.  

... there is something special and 
profound about the face-to-face 
sharing of life and learning with 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Perhaps one of the blessings of this 
time will be to teach us not to take 
this for granted.
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Our community was deeply affected 
by the passing of our friend, brother and colleague 
John de Hoog on the 5th of July. 

John’s association with the RTC goes back several 
decades. He trained here, receiving his BD in 
1991. After his studies, John ministered in CRCA 
churches in Sydney, Canberra and Geelong, while 
at the same time obtaining two masters degrees 
(at Moore College and the Australian College of 
Theology). He was appointed as lecturer in Old 
Testament in Hebrew in 2011 and has filled this role 
with distinction. 

His students will 
long remember 
his deep love for 
the Word, his 
C h r i s t o c e n t r i c 
focus on teaching 
the Old Testament, 
and his unique 
ability to teach the 
Hebrew language, 
even to those 
who “don’t do 
languages”! As a colleague, John was an incredibly 
hard worker who was always ready to take up 
new challenges with diligence, good humour and 
creativity. We trust that the Lord will continue to 
grant lasting fruit in the lives of those he impacted 
here at the RTC. 

Please pray for John’s wife Sallee and his wider 
family as they continue to mourn his loss. 

STUDENT 
PROFILE

Jack Ku
 RTC Distance Student

I am currently a member of the 
Reformed Church of the North Shore in Auckland, 
New Zealand. My previous church experience and 
training at Moody Bible Institute had not been in 
the reformed tradition. Through online preaching 
ministries, I began to appreciate reformed theology 
and its tradition. About two years ago, God led me to 
visit the Reformed Church of North Shore (RCNS) 
after five years of service in a Chinese church as their 
associate pastor.

I am now into the fourth semester of my MDiv degree 
at the RTC and was recently ordained as a Ministry 
Training Elder.

God has been gracious in the way that he has provided 
for me to settle in a new church family and begin 
the new ministry training. I have been encouraged 
and supported by the generosity of individuals 
and the RCNS. I am now focused on full time study 
with occasional preaching and other ministry 
responsibilities.

I am currently finishing off the second semester of 
Hebrew, continuing with units in Church History, 
Preaching, and Old Testament studies, as well as 
a new theology class (The Doctrine of God and The 
Work of Christ).  

Studying via distance learning inevitably tests one’s 
organisational skills and discipline. But with the 
availability of technology and the diligence of the 
RTC staff, my experience with the eCampus, live-
streaming classes and the online library has been 
smooth and without difficulty. I trust that through the 
RTC, I will be better equipped for the ministry of the 
Word for the benefit of God’s people. 

Jack was ordained as an elder at the Reformed 
Church of North Shore on Sunday, 11th August.



YES, I WOULD LIKE TO HELP THE RTC
Name 

Address  State   Postcode 

Phone  Email 

I would like to support the RTC with a one-off donation    $50     $100     $500     $1000     $

I would like to give a monthly donation of…   $25     $50     $100       $

I authorise the RTC to debit my credit card (please tick)    VISA   Mastercard

       
Name on card  Card number

 Exp date     CCV   
Signature

 Please send me information about leaving a bequest to the RTC in my Will.

 Please send me information about becoming a member of RTC.

Registered Office 125 Pigdons Rd Waurn Ponds VIC 3216 Australia 
P 03 5244 8600 admin@rtc.edu.au www.rtc.edu.au  

ACN 087 541 884 ABN 21 087 541 884

PRAYER POINTS
Praise God for:

• the opportunity to run classes for all RTC 
units despite the present circumstances

• the RTC Board that continues to provide 
clear and strategic leadership for the College, 
especially in light of COVID-19 and its effects 
on our work.

• continued growth of the RTC’s profile in 
Melbourne churches and ministries.

Please pray:

• for all RTC staff as we navigate the challenges 
presented by COVID-19.

• for the family of John de Hoog following 
John’s passing in July.

• for the wellbeing of Barkley Hall occupants 
and our Next Steps workers while COVID-19 
is active in the Geelong region.

• that God would continue to send many new 
students for training at the RTC.

• that the RTC would remain faithful to its 
calling and provide excellent training for 
students.

GIVE TO RTC
Do you share the RTC’s vision to provide Christ-
centered training for life and ministry? We 
rely on donations from financial supporters in 
addition to the income we receive from student 
fees, membership fees, business ventures and 
our supporting denominations.

The RTC has made bold changes to grow and 
expand our impact, and you can help us. You can 
financially support us in two key ways: making 
a donation or leaving a bequest to the RTC;  or 
participating in our growth and expansion 
plans with an interest free loan to the RTC.  
For further information, please contact the 
Finance Administrator on (03) 5244 8600 or  
finance@rtc.edu.au.

Tax Deductibility

Reformed Theological College is endorsed as a 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). It is covered 
by Item 1 of the table in section 30-15 of the 
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. All gifts of $2 
or more made to the RTC are tax deductible in 
Australia.

Please contact the office regarding tax deductible 
gifts from New Zealand residents.


