WHEN THE WORLD FEELS

WRONG

Phillip Scheepers
Principal

How would you react if the world you
know and love starts crumbling around
you? This was the experience of the
great early church leader Augustine
of Hippo (AD 354-430). After many
years during which he served the Lord
among the Roman population of North Africa, this
prosperous and stable corner of the world was overrun
by a Visigothic tribe; a tribe so violent that we still use
their name as a byword for wanton destruction, the
Vandals.

The Vandal attacks formed the backdrop of the final
years of Augustine’s life. As his friend and biographer
Possidius wrote:

“The part of his life that Augustine endured
almost at the very end was thus the bitterest and
saddest time of his old age. For Augustine the
man of God saw cities destroyed, farm buildings
ruined and their inhabitants either slaughtered
by the enemy or put to flight and scattered.
He saw churches stripped of their priests and
ministers, and holy women and men vowed to
continence scattered in all directions.”

The battering that the Roman Empire received from
Barbarian forces, not only in North Africa but also in
Europe with the city of Rome itself being threatened,
raised profound and disturbing questions. Why was
this happening at the very time when many people in
the empire were turning to Christianity? How did the
empire’s Christians feel about the fact that sharing
the gospel was so much harder in a society in terminal
decay? On a more personal level, what did Augustine
make of the fact that it seemed like the ‘reward’ for his
decades of sacrificial Christian service was to live with
the knowledge that the members of his flock may soon
fall by the sword?

... even trials and suffering can have a
deeper purpose in the unfolding of our
Lord’s will as he builds the City of God.

Augustine gave hisanswer in one of the mostimportant
works in the western theological tradition, ‘The City
of God’. One of his key arguments was that it is always
a mistake to identify our present society, country or
circumstances too closely with the Kingdom of God.
Yes, God is at work in societies, nations and cultures
but his work does not stop when any of these are under
threat or even cease to exist. God is working out His
purposes, regardless of the state of human institutions.
He is building an eternal city. As Christians we should
always remember that it is this city that will be our
ultimate and eternal home.

Having this kind of eternal perspective helps us to
‘see things aright’. To understand that even trials and
suffering can have a deeper purpose in the unfolding of
our Lord’s will (cf. James 1:2-4, Philippians 1:29-30) as
he builds the City of God.



... even as our world sometimes felt
like it was creaking at the seams we
were constantly reminded of a deeper
reality and of truths that do not stop
being transformative just because
‘normal’ life became impossible.

It is for this reason that I'm strangely thankful for
how this year at the RTC unfolded. We did not, of
course, quite see civilisation collapse around us
but there were certainly times when the world felt
‘wrong’ and during which we wondered if things
will ever be the same again. Yet, through it all, we
saw how God was still at work. We still saw people
being more firmly established in the gospel. So even
as our world sometimes felt like it was creaking
at the seams we were constantly reminded of a
deeper reality and of truths that do not stop being

transformative just because ‘normal’ life became
impossible.

We were also reminded that this is not the time to
be comfortable or complacent. We have not reached
our final destination yet. As Augustine said in ‘The
City of God’:

“In this manner the Church proceeds on its
pilgrim way in this world, in these evil days...
the pilgrimage goes on right up to the end of
history, with the persecutions of the world on
one side, and on the other the consolations of
God.”

I trust that you also experienced ‘the consolations
of God’ this year. Thank you for praying for us
throughout 2020. Our students will not always
minister during normal circumstances. Nor will
they ever be in a setting where suffering is entirely
absent. So it is my prayer that the lessons learned
this year will stand them in good stead as they go
on to fulfil their part in God’s unfolding work in this
world. ®

Duan Ziegelaar
RTC Student

If someone said to me at the end

of 2019 that theological education

would be predominantly online in 2020, I would
have said “I have a better chance of visiting the
moon.” Such has been 2020, where we have gone
from learning face-to-face to learning screen-to-
screen. It has been a big adjustment but thankfully
the RTC has been ready. The fact that we already
had live-streamed classes made transitioning to
Zoom classes all the more easier. It hasn’t all been
easy, however, in a larger sense.

For me personally, one of the greatest highlights of
theological collegehasbeenthepersonalfriendships.
I love to have one-on-one conversations with my
fellow students where we can personally open up
and share
with one
another. This
has barely
- happened in
2020. And
" while we can

/—‘ have good
" discussions
and good banter over Zoom it just isn’t the same. For
many students, however, it’s been a time where we
have had to be creative in our relationships. There

have been many phone calls and personal Zoom
meetings which have allowed us to care for and love
one another as best as we can.

One thing that we have appreciated is that despite
teaching over a screen, our lecturers have done their
best to improvise and ensure that we have enjoyable
and enthralling classes. There has also been a large
growth in the student body which has meant that
more relationships can be developed among the
students.

While this year has had many challenges, there is
one great blessing that has come through this tough
time for us as students. Even though life has been
physically, emotionally and spiritually challenging,
the hope and joy that we have in Jesus doesn’t
change. God has rescued us from the greatest
problem we face in sin and now made us eternal
heirs in His kingdom. Not even Covid can change
that! B




STUDENT
PROFILE

Reuben Capill
Graduating RTC Student

When did you begin to think about
training for the ministry?

Believe it or not, I was about 8 years old when I
started telling people I wanted to be a pastor. As time
went on, this desire only grew stronger, especially as
my local church gave me some great opportunities to
test my gifts. By the time I finished high school, I had
a strong sense this was where God was leading me.

What are some great RTC memories you will
take with you as you move on?

T'll always have fond memories of the tastes and
sounds of Melbourne city. It’s a fun place to be! But
more importantly, I treasure the friendships and
deep conversations I've shared with my classmates
and lecturers. I've also loved the opportunity to soak
in God’s Word for days on end, leaving lectures with
a head full of ideas, and writing essays that have
stretched and grown me.

What encouragement or advice could you give to
someone who is considering theological study?

Why not have a go? Whether youre looking for
personal growth or professional development,
theological study won’t be wasted. I feel like the RTC
has given me a strong foundation for how to think
and live as a Christian. Reading books on your own
is helpful, but learning in a community of mature and
inspiring Christians is next-level. B

Reuben is married to Sjaan and they have a son
(Ravi) who is five months old.
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This year was RTC’s 19th annual

preaching conference and it really was one like
no other. Due to Covidl9, it was an online event,
with all the addresses and sermons made available
on a website and two live Q&A sessions with the
speakers. While we’d much prefer to have been at
our Melbourne campus, it was great to still be able
to hold this key event and to have about the usual
number of people attend.

The focus of the conference was on preaching
Deuteronomy. It is a large book that can intimidate
preachers and congregations alike. But what
emerged from the
conference is not
only that it is very
preachable, but it
is itself a dynamic
and powerful
sermon. Our guest
speaker, Andrew
Reid, joined wus
from Singapore to

Andrew Reid

open up the rich biblical theology of Deuteronomy
and how we can best preach Christ from it. One of
our adjunct lecturers, Andrew Stewart, who has
written a commentary on Deuteronomy, explored

the “law code” in Deuteronomy 12-26, showing that
it is not merely a list of laws but a powerful message
about justice and mercy. Murray Capill examined
Deuteronomy as a sermon, highlighting ways in
which preachers today can learn from Moses’
powerful exposition. Sermons from chapters 4 and
6 rounded out the conference.

We hope that next year we will be back “face to

face” in Melbourne but we were thankful we could
still host this year’s event. We pray that it generates
some great preaching from Deuteronomy in the year
ahead.




GIVE TO RTC

Do you share the RTC’s vision to provide Christ-
centered training for life and ministry? We
rely on donations from financial supporters in
addition to the income we receive from student
fees, membership fees, business ventures and
our supporting denominations.

Praise God for:

¢ the success of our students this year despite
the lack of opportunity to participate in
classes on campus.

 our nine graduating students this semester,
including three ministry candidates within the
CRCA, RPC, and RCNZ.

The RTC has made bold changes to grow and
expand our impact, and you can help us. You can
financially support us in two key ways: making
a donation or leaving a bequest to the RTC; or
participating in our growth and expansion

* the generous financial provisions we’ve
received this year from our supporters.

e continued growth of the RTC’s student base

against general trends within the ACT.
plans with an interest free loan to the RTC.
For further information, please contact the
Finance Administrator on (03) 5244 8600 or
finance@rtc.edu.au.

Please pray:

« for the opportunity to meet and teach in

person on campus again next year.

. . Tax Deductibility
« for the direction of Next Steps and the

appointment of a new centre director. Reformed Theological College is endorsed as a

Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). It is covered
by Item 1 of the table in section 30-15 of the
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. All gifts of $2
or more made to the RTC are tax deductible in
Australia.

 that God send many new students for training
atthe RTC in 2021.

¢ that the RTC would remain faithful to its
calling and provide excellent training for

e, Please contactthe officeregarding tax deductible

gifts from New Zealand residents.

YES, | WOULD LIKE TO HELP THE RTC

Name
Address State Postcode
Phone Email
I would like to support the RTC with a one-off donation [ ]$50 [ 1$100 [ 1$500 [ 1$1000 K3
I would like to give a monthly donation of... [1%$25 [ 1$50 [ 1$100 K3
T authorise the RTC to debit my credit card (please tick) [ ]VISA [ |Mastercard
Name on card Card number
Exp date CcCVv

Signature
[ ]Please send me information about leaving a bequest to the RTC in my Will.

[ ]Please send me information about becoming a member of RTC.
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