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It can be lovely, even exciting, to acquire 
something new. A young couple are 
excited about their new house; a guy is 

excited about his new car; a girl loves her new clothes; 
a family enjoys holidaying in a new place. We are 
currently enjoying our new campus. There’s something 
great about the fresh paint, the new look and feel, and 
the great new location. 

But sadly, new doesn’t last. It won’t be long till our new 
campus is showing signs of wear and tear. Nor will it be 
long till we are used to it and it becomes less exciting 
to be there. That’s just the way it is in this world. 
When we get used to things they are less exciting, and 
over time most things run down. Our entire world is, 
as Paul says in Romans 8, in bondage to decay. Over 
time, our houses, cars, clothes, gardens, household 
appliances and other possessions all tend to decline 
and deteriorate unless we work hard to maintain them.

That’s why something new is so special. We enjoy 
seeing something that is in pristine condition; 
something that looks good and works well. 

Thankfully, we are not the only ones who like new 
things. God himself is in the business of renewing 
that which is old, worn out, broken and decaying. He 
replaced the old covenant that could not save, with the 
new covenant in Christ, that cannot be broken. When 
he saves someone, they become a new creation and 
he gives them new life in Christ. Ultimately, he will 
restore the entire creation, establishing a new heaven 
and a new earth. 

But until then we must constantly need to work at 
renewal. As long as we live on this earth, we will need 
to undertake home renovations to keep the house up 
to date, we’ll need go to the dentist to prevent tooth 
decay, we’ll have to take medications to aid our sick 
bodies, and we’ll have to buy new clothes because one 
set won’t last a lifetime. 

Even more importantly, we will have to constantly 
work at spiritual renewal. The tendency for things to 
decline is true not only of our material possessions 
but our spiritual lives, and of churches and Christian 
organizations as well. Churches must constantly 
renew their approach to worship, prayer, outreach, 
mission, fellowship and training. Without renewal, 
spiritual activities stagnate and ministries lose their 
original sense of vitality and purpose. 
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We also need to constantly refresh and renew our 
personal walk with God. We need to ensure that 
our spiritual life has not fallen into a rut, where we 
are going through the motions with little spiritual 
fervour or desire.

Such spiritual renewal depends ultimately not on 
our efforts but on God’s power and presence. As we 
work to refresh and renew both ourselves and our 
ministries, we need most of all to cry out to God for 
revival. We must pray that the Spirit of God will bring 
life where there is death. We must plead with him to 
stir our hearts, renew our zeal and refresh our souls. 
We should cry out to him to revive our churches and 
bring spiritual awakening in our nation. 

The new thing we most need is a new work of the 
Spirit of God in us and among us. Who knows what 
might happen at the RTC, or in your church, or in 
our nation, if God should send revival in our day? 
We should earnestly pray and hope for this, for God 
is able to do far more than we ask or imagine, and he 
is able to make all things new. 
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On the 8th of April I was up at 4:00am 
to travel to Brisbane to film a thirty minute DVD for 
Creation Ministries International (CMI) titled: “Is 
Creation a Secondary Issue? Actually, It’s All About 
Jesus!”

The content of this video builds on a debate I took 
part in last August with theistic evolutionists 
at LaTrobe University, Melbourne. I arrived in 
Brisbane at 9:30 where I was met by Dr Don Batten, 

CEO of Creation 
Ministries in 
Australia. We were 
initially expecting 
a small audience 
of no more than 35 
people, but were 
warmly greeted 
on the day by an 
audience of over 
160 people. 

In the presentation, 
I aim to 
demonstrate that 
creation, far from 

being a secondary issue, is foundational to the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Treating Genesis as non-historical, 
I argue, results in the collapse of the gospel; that long 
ages undermine sin as the reason for Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. I seek to show how the claims of 
the cross mean biblical creation is a primary issue, 
because “it’s all about Jesus.” The talk concluded 
with a 30 minute question and answer time with 
the audience that featured questions like: If Adam 
hadn’t sinned and no one died how would the world 
have been be able to contain all its people? When 
did Satan fall and why did God allow him in the 
garden? What can we do to counter an evolutionary 
worldview today? And so on.

We then filmed an interview that will also be a part 
of the final DVD. 

I am very appreciative to Dr Don Batten and the team 
at CMI for their warm hospitality, professionalism, 
and the crucial service they provide to the church 
in their very able defence of biblical creation. The 
release date for the DVD is June this year. 

As we work to refresh and renew both 
ourselves and our ministries, we 
need most of all to cry out to God for 
revival. We must pray that the Spirit 
of God will bring life where there is 
death.



GRADUATION 
CEREMONY
Phillip Scheepers
Lecturer in Missions and 
Church History

On the 17th March the RTC Community gathered 
for our annual graduation ceremony. It was a great 
joy to see the students celebrate the milestone of 
receiving formal recognition for years of hard work. 

A total of ten awards, ranging from the Diploma 
of Ministry to the Master of Divinity, were 
conferred.  Our speaker for the evening was Dr 
Dawie van Vuuren (Christian Reformed Church 
of Campbelltown, Adelaide) who reminded the 
graduating students of the fact that the one thing 
that will keep them going in ministry is God’s love 
(1 Corinthians 13). Phil Popping (BTh) responded 
with a word of thanks on behalf of the students.

It is always somewhat sad to see a group of students, 
who have become friends, leave the College. 
However, this was trumped by the excitement of 
seeing a brand-new group of RTC graduates go into 
the world ready to serve God. Some will continue 
to minister in the workplace, others will pursue 
ordained ministry and one or two will continue with 
further studies. Wherever their paths may lead, it is 
our sincere prayer that the Lord will bless and keep 
them and that they will be able to use what they have 
learned here in the service of the Kingdom. 
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This is my first year on campus and my third year 
studying through the RTC. For the first two years of 
my course, I completed three to four distance units 
per semester and served as a ministry intern at 
Bishopdale Reformed Church in Christchurch, NZ. 
Being able to gain ministry experience and study 
at the same time was hugely beneficial. I gained so 
much from learning things in class and then seeing 
how what I had learned was immensely practical in 
a church setting.

At the beginning of this year, our family relocated 
to Geelong to continue my study towards an M.Div. 
While studying by distance was great, I was also eager 
to physically be on campus for some of my study. The 
new campus in Melbourne is fantastic. It’s vibrant, 
comfortable and well equipped. Being on campus 
provides the opportunity to chat with the lecturers 
and students in between and after classes. This 
interaction is invaluable for processing the content 
and making it my own. The atmosphere at College is 
super encouraging. The lecturers demonstrate a deep 
love for God, a thorough commitment to Reformed 
teaching, and a genuine care for the wellbeing of 
students. One of the highlights of being here is the 
community devotions that commence each week. It’s 
a joy to be able to spend time in the word, in prayer 
and in song with the rest of the students and staff.

I’m thankful for the flexibility the RTC provides. 
It has been such a blessing to be able to study by 
distance while gaining practical experience in my 
home church, and now also, to study in a deeper 
and more engaging way on campus in the midst of a 
vibrant on-campus community. 

André Posthuma is married to Grace and they have 
a son, Levi (15 months)

From left: Phil Popping, Joshua Lang, Janice Long, 
Kristen Dillon, Paul Rawson



YES, I WOULD LIKE TO HELP THE RTC
Name 

Address  State   Postcode 

Phone  Email 

I would like to support the RTC with a one-off donation    $50     $100     $500     $1000     $

I would like to give a monthly donation of…   $25     $50     $100       $

I authorise the RTC to debit my credit card (please tick)    VISA   Mastercard

       
Name on card  Card number

 Exp date     CCV   
Signature

 Please send me information about leaving a bequest to the RTC in my Will.

 Please send me information about becoming a member of RTC.

Registered Office 125 Pigdons Rd Waurn Ponds VIC 3216 Australia 
P 03 5244 8600 admin@rtc.edu.au www.rtc.edu.au  

ACN 087 541 884 ABN 21 087 541 884

PRAYER POINTS
Praise God for:

• the new RTC campus and wonderful facilities 
he has blessed us with.

• the great progress being made on building the 
Child Care Centre in Geelong.

• excellent progress being made in producing 
discipleship material for churches.

Please pray:

• that God would send spiritual revival in our 
day.

• that the new RTC model would be sucessful in 
attracting many new students.

• that despite much change RTC would remain 
faithful to its calling and provide excellent 
training for students.

GIVE TO RTC
Do you share RTC’s vision to provide Christ-
centered training for life and ministry? We 
rely on donations from financial supporters in 
addition to the income we receive from student 
fees, membership fees, business ventures and 
our supporting denominations.

As we step out boldly to grow and expand the 
reach of RTC, you can help us by financially 
supporting us in a number of different ways: 
making a donation or leaving a bequest to the 
RTC;  participate in the growth and expansion 
plans with an interest free loan to RTC or 
participate in a RTC bonds issue.  For further 
information, please contact the Business 
Manager on (03) 5244 2955 or bm@rtc.edu.au.

Tax Deductibility

Reformed Theological College is endorsed as a 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). It is covered 
by Item 1 of the table in section 30-15 of the 
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. All gifts of $2 
or more made to the RTC are tax deductible in 
Australia.

Please contact the office regarding tax deductible 
gifts from New Zealand residents.


