OVERCOMING ISOLATION

Murray Capill
Principal

Inrelocatingthe RTC’s teaching campus
to the Melbourne CBD it has become
apparent just how isolated we were in
Geelong. Geelong is only an hour down the road, but we
were, in many ways, a thousand miles from the action.
We now face the challenge of becoming far more
connected to churches, ministries and people in the
Melbourne scene. Of course we can’t be connected to
everyone, but we want to be connected to the reformed
evangelical world which is diverse and growing. We
want to contribute to reformed evangelical gospel
ministry by providing quality Bible and ministry
training; and we want to be enriched by others who are

engaged in such ministry.

This challenge of overcoming isolation is, however,
not unique to the RTC. It seems Christians easily find

themselves isolated from others. Christian families
easily live in isolation from their neighbours; churches
often live in isolation from their local community;
entire denominations can live in isolation from the
wider evangelical world. And if we’re honest, Reformed
people have been pretty good at such isolation.

Sometimes this is unavoidable. We may find ourselves
geographically or socially isolated, with few options
for interaction with others. Other times isolation may
even be desirable. We may be in a setting where we
need to stand apart from others in order to stand for
truth or to protect ourselves from danger.

But often we are isolated for less noble reasons. We
are isolated because isolation is easier. Its more
comfortable to stay in familiar surroundings, mix
only with people like ourselves, care for “our” people,
prioritize our own needs, separate from those who are
not “one of us”, and keep our distance from the world.

God has blessed us not to indulge us
but to make us a blessing to others.
He has given us light to shine, truth to
proclaim, gifts with which to serve.

Such isolation is, however, deeply problematic. One
problem is that the more isolated we are, the more
ineffective we become in our gospel witness.
God has blessed us not to indulge us but to make us
a blessing to others. He has given us light to shine,
truth to proclaim, gifts with which to serve. We are
not here for ourselves but for others. So not only every
individual believer, but every church, denomination
and Christian ministry should seek to reach out to
others with what they have been blessed with. We are
always to be thinking beyond ourselves, our circle,
our group. How can we bless others, serve others, love
others, care for others, contribute to others, reach
others? Isolation is not an option.



Such thinking is embedded in the heart of the gospel.
God has reached out to us. He has come to us in our
need and enriched us beyond measure. So we now
have to think about how we can enrich others with
the riches we have received.

God’s design is not only that we
enrich others, but they also enrich us.

A second problem is that the more isolated we
are, the more impoverished we will be in our
Christian experience. God’s design is not only
that we enrich others, but they also enrich us. Since
none of us have amonopoly on the truth or Christian
experience, there is great blessing in learning from
others, even those who are somewhat different to
us. Because of common grace, we can be enriched
by the abilities and insights of non-Christians. We
can also be greatly enriched by believers from other
churches and ministries. Even if we do not agree on
everything, there are often vast areas of common
belief, accompanied by insights and perspectives

that we would otherwise overlook.

Certainly for the RTC, our move has opened up new
opportunities to network with others, and I believe
we are the richer for it. And it just might be that
many of us — individuals, churches and ministries
- would be enriched by overcoming some of those
things that isolate us from others.®
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One key aspect of the RTC strategic

plan is to foster alliances with like-minded
ministries and institutions, both in Australia and
overseas. Werecognise the great value of networking
with others, learning from them, drawing on their
expertise, attracting guest speakers and lecturers,
and contributing to their ministries as we are able.

To that end, RTC Board Director John Bylsma
and I travelled to the USA to visit five Reformed
seminaries. The five seminaries, scattered across
the States, were Reformed Presbyterian Theological
Seminary in Pittsburgh; Westminster Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia; Puritan Reformed
Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids; Covenant
Theological Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri; and
Westminster Seminary California in Escondido.

In each place
we were warmly
welcomed and
were able to
interact with key
leaders, attend
classes, discuss
areas of common
interest, and
share  insights

Murray (left) and Dr R. Kent
Hughes (right) of Westminster
Theological Seminary.

from our own
change process. We were impressed by the work of
these seminaries that are academically strong, have
rich histories, and are remarkably well resourced.

So what came out of the trip other than a great
experience? First, we returned with endless notes
from what we’d learnt, ranging from excellence in
online learning, to student life, faculty teaching
loads, business models, approaches to marketing
and promotions, etc. These insights will enrich us
as we develop the new RTC model.

Second, we came away with many valuable new
contacts. Some of our support and teaching staff
have already been in touch with an online expert at
PRTS. We have some great future options for RTC
Preaching Conference speakers, guest lecturers and
other events. We’ll also explore the possibility of a
formal relationship with one of the seminaries.

We returned home thankful for a great experience
and many valuable insights and contacts. ®




STUDENT
INTERVIEW

Isaac Overton
RTC Graduate

When did you begin to think about
training for the ministry?

Many “seeds” were planted over the years, but
when a good friend in Canberra started some part-
time distance study through the RTC, I thought
it was a good opportunity to “test the waters.” Our
Session agreed to oversee our training, and we
moved forward from there. After that, the pieces
increasingly fell into place like a giant jigsaw puzzle
of divine providence. All I can say is: God does all
things well!

What are some great memories you will take
with you as you move on?

When Martin Williams recommended Jonathan
Edwards for the 500th time, that was a standout.
Preaching class was also a favourite - developing
in the art of sermon-craft week in, week out (note:
Murray is very good at this!). Also, every so often God
significantly expands our minds. These moments
are precious and enduring. I thank God for each and
every one of them while I was studying at the RTC.

What encouragement or advice could you give to
someone who is considering theological study?

Talk to people you trust, especially your elders. It’s
healthy to be passionate in our faith, but getting
advice on a big decision like this from wise, godly
people in your life is essential. Most importantly:
pray. Sadly, prayer is often a token for us isn’t it? We
treat God as though prayer meanslittle. Ifthere’s one
thing I've learned in student years, it’s that prayer
“avails much” (James 5:13). Oh, and look after your
wife! Study can be tough on families. B

Isaac Overton is married to Liberty and they have
three sons: (from left) Zac, Andrew, and Edmund

GRADUATION
CEREMONY

Phillip Scheepers
Vice Principal

On13thMarchwehad another “first’at
our CBD campus: our first Melbourne
graduation. It was a great time of celebration and
reflection as we recognised the efforts of eight
students who received their diplomas or degrees.
It was interesting to note that the eight graduands
received seven different awards (ranging from the
Diploma of Theology to the Master of Divinity)
between them. Thisis another indication ofthe wide
range of training options available at the college.

Afterthe presentations, Isaac Overtonresponded on
behalf of the graduating class. Isaac spoke warmly
and with great appreciation of the way the RTC
prepares people for their service in God’s kingdom.

The address to the graduates was delivered by Rev
Kirby Lancaster (South Valley Baptist Church).
Drawing on more than three decades of pastoral
ministry, he powerfully reminded the graduating
students that as believers we are ultimately doing
life and ministry in front of an ‘Audience of One’.

Graduations are always a special part of the
academic year and this was no exception. It is
such a privilege to see those who received an RTC
education launching into anew phase of serving God
and our best wishes and prayers accompany them.

From top left: Micah Winter, Craig Verdouw, David
Micallef, Gert Feldtmann, Julianne Kaiser, Isaac
Overton




| GIVE TO RTC

+ the new staff he has blessed us with for the Do you share RTC’s vision to provide Christ-
centered training for life and ministry? We

rely on donations from financial supporters in
addition to the income we receive from student

work of the College this year.

* the successful opening and operation of Next
Steps Early Learning Centre in Geelong.

fees, membership fees, business ventures and

« excellent progress being made in producing our supporting denominations.
Ehe Yay - RTC’s discipleship material for As we step out boldly to grow and expand the
churches.

reach of RTC, you can help us by financially
supporting us in a number of different ways:
Please pray: making a donation or leaving a bequest to the
RTC; participate in the growth and expansion

 that God would guide and bless our graduating S ol o BreeEes B e () TEE o

students. participate in a RTC bonds issue. For further
* that the RTC would continue to attract many information, please contact the Business
new students ahead of semester two. Manager on (03) 5244 8610 or bm@rtc.edu.au.

¢ that the RTC would remain faithful to its
calling and provide excellent training for
students. Reformed Theological College is endorsed as a
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). It is covered
by Item 1 of the table in section 30-15 of the
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. All gifts of $2
or more made to the RTC are tax deductible in

Australia.

Tax Deductibility

Please contactthe office regarding tax deductible
gifts from New Zealand residents.

YES, | WOULD LIKE TO HELP THE RTC

Name
Address State Postcode
Phone Email
I would like to support the RTC with a one-off donation [ ]$50 [ 1$100 [ 1$500 [ 1$1000 K3
I would like to give a monthly donation of... [1%$25 [ 1$50 [ 1$100 K3
T authorise the RTC to debit my credit card (please tick) [ ]VISA [ |Mastercard
Name on card Card number
Exp date CcCVv
Signature

[ ]Please send me information about leaving a bequest to the RTC in my Will.

[ ]Please send me information about becoming a member of RTC.

Registered Office 125 Pigdons Rd Waurn Ponds VIC 3216 Australia

P 03 5244 8600 admin@rtc.edu.au www.rtc.edu.au
ACN 087 541884 ABN 21087 541884




