BIG ON THE BIBLE

Murray Capill
Principal

I have the privilege of speaking at
many different churches, camps and
conferences. Most of the places I go are
deeply committed to God’s Word and
to biblical ministry. But the culture of each church,
conference or ministry also sends a message and
sometimes that message is more powerful than the
ministry of the Word itself.

In some contexts the message, not only of the
preaching but of the entire event, is that “the Word
is the most powerful, life-transformative, exciting,
enjoyable thing we’re going to give our attention to. It’s
the reason we’re here.” In such ministries God’s Word
drives everything and there is enormous confidence in
the authority and power of God’s Word. There is keen
attention given to it, serious ministry of it, genuine
love for it and a great concern to get people into it.

In other contexts, the underlying message is that God’s
Word is just one of many good things we are going to
enjoy. It’s good, but it probably isn’t the most exciting
thing about to happen. We can send this message even
when we have a high view of the Bible. We confess
great confidence in God’s Word, but in reality, much of
our confidence is elsewhere.

This “confidence elsewhere” can take many forms, and
I suspect nobody is immune to these subtle dangers. In
preaching, both as hearers and preachers, we can think
the greatest power isin the brilliant illustrations or the
effective communication. In speaking to unbelievers
we might depend on the impact of personal testimony.
In kids’ ministry we are not sure all is well until we
have sorted some great games and activities. In a
youth event we might have high hopes for the music,
the up-front speakers and the well-organised event.
In training, we place confidence in the resource we’ve
bought or developed. In our teaching, we may be more
devoted to the catechism or Confession we are using
than to the Bible whose truth it summarises.

The power to convict us of sin,
regenerate our hearts, sanctify us and
equip us for ministry is found in God’s
Word.

Of course all these things have their place.
Illustrations, testimonies, exciting experiences, fun
and games, great music, well-organised events, helpful
training resources and faithful catechisms can all
be immensely valuable in reinforcing the message of
God’s Word. But the power is never in these things.
The power to convict us of sin, regenerate our hearts,
sanctify us and equip us for ministry is found in God’s
Word. By the work of the Spirit, his Word is powerful
and effective, living and active.

When we lack confidence in God’s Word other things
become more important, but when we have great
confidence in the Word, our preeminent desire is to
see God work through his Word in people’s lives. So
our kids and youth ministries are mainly about getting
young people into the Bible and training them to know
it, trust it and handle it well.



Our confidence when we stand up to preach is not
in our amazing illustrations, and our fear is not that
our talk lacks good stories. Rather, our confidence is
that God’s Word is powerful despite our weakness.
In helping people grow we will have alarge emphasis
on getting people to read, meditate on, memorise
and love the Scriptures.

Our confidence when we stand up
to preach is not in our amazing
illustrations, and our fear is not that
our talk lacks good stories. Rather,
our confidence is that God’s Word is
powerful despite our weakness.

In our training ministries, we’ll see the Bible as the
best resource we have and we’ll use it constantly in
equipping people for ministry. In our singing, we’ll
gravitate toward songs that are robustly biblical and
gospel-centred in their content. In our commitment
to reformed theology, we’ll be sure that the main
message we send is not that we love our Confessions,
but we love God’s Word.

In short, strong believers, strong churches, and
strong ministries are big on the Bible. B

ONE OF RTC’S SIX CORE
VALUES:

Biblically Grounded

“We believe the Bible, as the inspired,
inerrant and authoritative Word
of God, is the only solid foundation
and guide for life and ministry. We
want our students to know God’s
Word well, love it with all their heart,
submit their lives to it, and grow in
their capacity to exegete it accurately
and minister it boldly, faithfully and
skilfully.”

Brett Cooper
RTC Distance Student

I am 35 (now up to 24 grey hairs, if
you don’t count the beard!), married
to my lovely, godly wife Alison (who counts the grey
hairs!), and we have five children aged 11, 10, 8, 5
and 4 (probably responsible for my grey hairs!). We
own and operate our own Osteopathic Clinic and are
members of the Avondale Reformed Church.

I commenced my MDiv part-time in 2012 and have
plugged away night and day ever since (sometimes
more nights than days!). The flexible delivery study
options at the RTC have allowed me to continue
to serve locally in eldership. In addition, my home
church is able to assess my academic gifting before
commending me for study full-time.

My family and I are thankful for the prayers and
support of our church and wider family whose joyful

and sacrificial giving now allows me to devote most
of my week to study. Two of my units this semester
afford me the chance to attend an intensive week
of lectures at the RTC’s modern and well-equipped
premises in Melbourne. My third paper involves
weekly lectures, streamed in real-time. This allows
for ‘face-to-face’” interaction with my lecturer and
fellow online students, which is first rate! We also
meet periodically online to pour over the finer
details of the Greek text. Fantastic!

RTC has gifted me with an enviable opportunity to
study and to serve the Lord I love in ministry. RTC
lecturers not only exegete the Word and expound

reformed theology but also allow us to experience a
transformative relationship with God right there in
the classroom! My studies have greatly enriched my
apprehension of God’s great love to us in Christ and
enhanced my ability to express His love to others. To
God alone be the Glory! B




STUDENT
PROFILE

Aleesha Bransgrove
RTC Student

Tell us abit about yourself and your
course of study at the RTC.

I'm Aleesha, andIliveinthe inner Northern Suburbs
of Melbourne. I like coffee, spending time with my
three sisters, and my wonderful church family at
Darebin Presbyterian Church. I have just started a
Masters of Divinity at the RTC this year.

What led you to consider theological study?

Even though I grew up in a Christian home, I never
considered full-time gospel ministry until my faith
was really strengthened over my time at La Trobe
University. After practicing as an Occupational
Therapist for a few years, I wanted to give back to
Uni ministry, and so completed a two-year ministry
apprenticeship with the Australian Fellowship of
Evangelical Students. I thought this would help
me to serve better in my church, and didn’t dream
that it could lead to considering gospel ministry
full-time! So now, as I look forward to a lifetime of
gospel ministry, I want to be further sharpened and
equipped for this work by theological study.

How do you hope your Master of Divinity will
benefit you in life and ministry?

I really want to know, love, and enjoy God more
through my studies, and as my studies help me to
understand the beauty of God’s word more deeply,
to live a life wholly oriented to Christ. As the gospel
goes deeper in me, I hope that this will then help
me to work alongside Uni students to help them
discovertherich treasure thatis knowing and loving
Jesus, and living a life that brings him glory. B
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Aleesha is a staffworker with AFES at La Trobe
University, Bundoora

GRADUATION
CEREMONY

Phillip Scheepers
Vice Principal

The second graduation at the RTC
Melbourne campus took place on the 12th March.
A total of eight academic awards, ranging from
certificates to masters degrees, were conferred
(some in absentia). Graduation was, as always, a
joyful occasion as we celebrated the achievements
of our graduating students.

Andre Posthuma (Master of Divinity/Graduate
Certificate of Divinity) delivered the student
response. Andre expressed great thankfulness to
God for the time he spent at the RTC during this
exciting new phase of our developing story and for
the way in which the RTC equipped him for gospel
ministry. He was even thankful for the fact that the
College is now located within striking distance of
some of the best coffee spots in Melbourne!

The keynote address was given by Rev Chris
Siriweera (Ministry Development Officer of the
Presbyterian Church in Victoria). He reflected
on his own time at the RTC, and how the College
became a home away from home to him as a young
international student in the late 1980s. Chris then
opened God’s Word from Isaiah 6 and reminded the
graduating class that they are being sent out into the
world to serve a great and merciful God! B

From left: Andre Posthuma, Phillip Scheepers, John
de Hoog, Tony Deenick, Martin Williams, Murray
Capill, Paul Lucas, Nathan Lang, Jeffrey Boyle.




GIVE TO RTC

Do you share RTC’s vision to provide Christ-

Praise God for:

» awonderful intake of many new students this

year, both full-time and part-time.

» the appointment of Dr Phillip Scheepers to the

role of RTC Principal from next year, and of
Murray Capill as Dean of Ministry Development.

« excellent progress made in producing

discipleship material for churches, including
new eldership training material to be released
soon.

 the growing profile of the RTC in Melbourne

churches and ministries.

Please pray:

 that the RTC would faithfully train and equip

its many new students this year for life and
ministry.

for wisdom for our business team as they oversee
the Barkley Hall student residence and Next
Steps Early Learning Centre, seeking to make
these excellent ministries and effective income
streams for the RTC.

that a growing number of churches will make use
of and be blessed by RTC’s The Way discipleship
training material.

centered training for life and ministry? We
rely on donations from financial supporters in
addition to the income we receive from student
fees, membership fees, business ventures and
our supporting denominations.

As we step out boldly to grow and expand the
reach of RTC, you can help us by financially
supporting us in a number of different ways:

making a donation or leaving a bequest to the
RTC; participate in the growth and expansion
plans with an interest free loan to RTC or
participate in a RTC bonds issue. For further
information, please contact the Business
Manager on (03) 5244 8600 or bm@rtc.edu.au.

Tax Deductibility

Reformed Theological College is endorsed as a
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). It is covered
by Item 1 of the table in section 30-15 of the
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. All gifts of $2
or more made to the RTC are tax deductible in
Australia.

Please contactthe officeregarding tax deductible
gifts from New Zealand residents.

YES, | WOULD LIKE TO HELP THE RTC

Name
Address State Postcode
Phone Email
I would like to support the RTC with a one-off donation [ ]$50 [ 1$100 [ 1$500 [ 1$1000 K3
I would like to give a monthly donation of... [1%$25 [ 1$50 [ 1$100 K3
T authorise the RTC to debit my credit card (please tick) [ ]VISA [ |Mastercard
Name on card Card number
Exp date CcCVv

Signature
[ ]Please send me information about leaving a bequest to the RTC in my Will.

[ ]Please send me information about becoming a member of RTC.
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P 03 5244 8600 admin@rtc.edu.au www.rtc.edu.au
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