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Along with millions of other Christians, 
we are currently in the midst of 

remembering the momentous chain of events set in 
motion 500 years ago with Martin Luther’s nailing of 
the 95 theses onto the door of the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg. It is comforting, inspiring and uplifting to 
be reminded of the great truths that were rediscovered 
and powerfully proclaimed during the Reformation. 
Here at the RTC, these truths rang out during our 
Preaching Conference (which focussed on Romans), 
weekly devotions (where we explored the ‘5 Solas’), 
and our Reformation-themed short courses. 

While it is obviously proper to celebrate God’s past 
faithfulness in this way, there is a danger that we do 
not move beyond historical reflection to contemporary 
application. The danger inherent in this was recently 
brought home to me when I overheard someone 
responding to a mention of Luther with the question, 
“wasn’t he the guy with the hammer?” I suppose 
we should be grateful that there is still a vague 
cultural memory of Luther’s contribution to Western 
civilisation, but we should be about more than helping 
people to understand history better. We also need to 

help people to better understand our own times. 

One of the reasons behind the stunning impact of 
the Reformation was the fact that Luther, and those 
who followed in his wake, powerfully connected their 
preaching and teaching with the world they inhabited. 
Luther’s 95 theses exemplify the application of biblical 
principles to contemporary circumstances. 

Luther had a deep understanding of the spiritual crisis 
engulfing the late-Medieval church in Germany and 
how Scripture provided the answers for the life-and-
death questions that many of those around him were 
asking. He was therefore able, with the 95 theses, to 
move seamlessly from citing specific examples of 
corruption within the church to ringing statements of 
how these can be set right with a return to the purity 
of the gospel. I believe that a willingness to follow the 
example set by the Reformers, in boldly challenging 
the prevailing culture with the truths of the Word, 
should be at the heart of Reformational thinking. 

Here at the RTC, we feel so strongly about this 
principle that we adopted ‘Cultural Relevance’ as one 
of our core values. This certainly does not mean that 
we are open to sailing by the winds of the prevailing 
culture around us and changing our core convictions 
to align with it. Rather it means that we will seek to 
proclaim those convictions in a way that will connect 
with and challenge this culture so as to prompt many 
to seriously reflect on the truth of the gospel.

BEYOND ‘THE MAN WITH 
THE HAMMER’
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Luther’s 95 theses exemplify the 
application of biblical principles 
to contemporary circumstances.



 

As we emphasize in our Statement of Core Values: 
“We value theological education that challenges 
students to understand both Western and other 
cultures, equips them to know the times in which 
they live, and minister in ways that speak relevantly 
to people in our generation.” 

We may not live in an age where millions of people 
believe that salvation is a commodity that can be 
bought for a few coins. We do, however, live in a 
time when multitudes misunderstand or reject 
the Christian message. May we, like those who 
came before us, be found faithful in our attempts 
to ‘understand the times’ so that the gospel may, 
through God’s grace, penetrate deeply into our 
culture. 

THE WAY: UNIT 1 
RELEASED
KJ Tromp
Discipleship Coordinator,  
The Way

As a pastor, I’m often concerned with 
the spiritual growth of my congregation. People’s 
lives are so complicated, either because of bad 
decisions, the consequences of others’ decisions, or 
just the hardships of life. The pastor’s heart wrestles 
with the question: how can I best serve a church with 
such a wide range of issues and backgrounds? And 
the suggested answers often seem to differ: more 
programs, better leadership, or a more attractive 
church. But there really is only one answer and hope 
for the wandering, desperate or stagnant heart: 
“Learn Christ” (Eph 4:20). In the end, it really only 
matters that we facilitate and lead our people to 
follow, listen to and trust in, the Lord Jesus. 

That’s why it’s been a privilege and passion to work 
on RTC’s “The Way” project.

Our first video-based study program, released in 
June, focuses on the essential elements of Christian 
discipleship and asks “what does it mean to be a 
disciple of Jesus?” With contributions from Colin 
Marshall, Martin Foord and Kevin Harney, the level 
of input and experience is remarkable. Over a dozen 
churches currently run the program in their small 
groups (or even church services) and we are seeing a 
steady stream of interest from more churches.

We will soon launch our second unit entitled 
“Growing from God’s Word: Letting the Bible ‘Dwell 
Richly’ In Us,” where we had the privilege of hosting 
the wise Peter Adam and sharply insightful Murray 
Campbell, on the issues of how and why the Bible 
should play a role in our lives. 

My hope and prayer is that small groups and churches 
may see “The Way” as a valuable investment into 
encouraging one another to follow and learn from 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We may not live in an age where 
millions of people believe that 
salvation is a commodity that 
can be bought for a few coins. We 
do, however, live in a time when 
multitudes misunderstand or 
reject the Christian message.



PREACHING 
ROMANS
John de Hoog
Lecturer in Old Testament

Our first Preaching Conference in 
Melbourne was a wonderful gathering of more 
than 100 people thinking together about preaching 
Romans, with a special focus on the Reformation as 
we neared the 500th anniversary of Luther’s famous 
actions in Wittenberg. 

Our guest speaker was Dr Bryan Chapell, a renowned 
speaker, and author of Christ-Centered Preaching 
(highly recommended). Bryan gave two lectures on 
Christ-centered preaching, and preached twice, on 
Romans 1:16-17 and 5:1-11.

A highlight of 
Brian’s overall 
teaching was the 
way he exemplified 
the principle that 
the history of 
redemption must 
not only inform 
our exegesis but 
also our sermon 
application. The 

basic thesis for this approach is that of Ridderbos: 
“the indicative always comes before the imperative, 
and the order cannot be reversed.”

There’s no doubt that Bryan’s presence was a 
highlight for many. As one person put it, “[he spoke]
to me as a human, as a preacher, and to my preaching 
craft.”

Martin Williams’ lectures followed Bryan’s and 
included a stirring presentation on God’s sovereign 
and gracious purposes from Romans 9-11. With 
further presentations from Phillip Scheepers 
(on “Romans and the Reformation”) and John de 
Hoog (Romans 5-8), many attendees felt that the 
conference opened up Romans in a fresh way.

Next year’s Conference will feature Dr Iain Duguid; 
the dates to set aside are 27-28 September. 

STUDENT 
PROFILE

Timothy Gray
RTC Student

I’ve recently joined the RTC to begin 
the Master of Divinity course this semester as part 
of the Church Based Training (CBT) pathway to 
ordination.  

As a freshman, I’ve enjoyed the first part of my 
studies, having been able to get to know faculty, 
staff, and other students. It’s been a whirlwind of 
activity getting used to studying once again, but I’ve 
quickly felt right at home among the many friendly 
faces around campus. 

I’ve found the facilities at college to be excellent, 
and I’ve already appreciated the many discussions, 
both theological and about general life, that I’ve had 
both in and out of class. I’ve particularly enjoyed the 
smaller intimate class sizes, as they have proven 
to be a great environment for creating some really 
positive and robust discussions. I’ve managed to use 
the library booking system as well to easily get some 
books transported from Geelong – a service I’m sure 
I’ll use many more times in the future!

I’ve lived in Melbourne since 2009 and I currently 
live in the outer eastern suburb of Kilsyth with my 
lovely wife, Leah. Alongside study, I also work part-
time as Youth Pastor at the Christian Reformed 
Church of Wonga Park, a role that I took up earlier 
this year to leave behind a career in accounting. I’ve 
thoroughly enjoyed working with the youth and it 
has proven to be complimentary to my studies at the 
RTC. 

I very much look forward to the next few years at the 
College as I continue to grow in my faith and explore 
God’s Word in such an enriching environment. I’m 
always up for a conversation, so feel free to stop by 
for a chat if I am yet to meet you in person! 

Timothy Gray married Leah in 2009



YES, I WOULD LIKE TO HELP THE RTC
Name 

Address  State   Postcode 

Phone  Email 

I would like to support the RTC with a one-off donation    $50     $100     $500     $1000     $

I would like to give a monthly donation of…   $25     $50     $100       $

I authorise the RTC to debit my credit card (please tick)    VISA   Mastercard

       
Name on card  Card number

 Exp date     CCV   
Signature

 Please send me information about leaving a bequest to the RTC in my Will.

 Please send me information about becoming a member of RTC.

Registered Office 125 Pigdons Rd Waurn Ponds VIC 3216 Australia 
P 03 5244 8600 admin@rtc.edu.au www.rtc.edu.au  

ACN 087 541 884 ABN 21 087 541 884

PRAYER POINTS
Praise God for:

• the new RTC campus and wonderful facilities 
he has blessed us with.

• the great progress being made on building the 
Child Care Centre in Geelong.

• excellent progress being made in producing 
discipleship material for churches.

• a rich and varied time of study leave for 
Murray Capill.

Please pray:

• that God would send spiritual revival in our 
day.

• that the new RTC model would bring many 
more new students in 2018.

• that despite much change RTC would remain 
faithful to its calling and provide excellent 
training for students.

GIVE TO RTC
Do you share RTC’s vision to provide Christ-
centered training for life and ministry? We 
rely on donations from financial supporters in 
addition to the income we receive from student 
fees, membership fees, business ventures and 
our supporting denominations.

As we step out boldly to grow and expand the 
reach of RTC, you can help us by financially 
supporting us in a number of different ways: 
making a donation or leaving a bequest to the 
RTC;  participate in the growth and expansion 
plans with an interest free loan to RTC or 
participate in a RTC bonds issue.  For further 
information, please contact the Business 
Manager on (03) 5244 8600 or bm@rtc.edu.au.

Tax Deductibility

Reformed Theological College is endorsed as a 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). It is covered 
by Item 1 of the table in section 30-15 of the 
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. All gifts of $2 
or more made to the RTC are tax deductible in 
Australia.

Please contact the office regarding tax deductible 
gifts from New Zealand residents.


