THINK MINISTRY

Murray Capill
Principal

Our Think Ministry event in September
was held on the AFL Grand Final public
holiday - a curious public holiday in
Victoria to celebrate the State religion.
For most people in Melbourne it was Think Footy day,
asthousands attended the Grand Final parade. And the
next day was all about Think Victory, or Think Flag, or
Think Fame, followed by Think Drink.

There are other things people in Melbourne think
about a lot too. Think coffee. Think food. Think
fashion. Think sport and big sporting events in the city
that loves to host the Grand Prix, the Boxing Day Test,
the Australian Open, and the Melbourne Cup.

Away from the buzz of the city, many other things
occupy people’s minds. For many, sadly, their
thoughts are about abuse, as highlighted by the
litany of horrendous crimes chronicled by the Royal
Commission into Institutional Abuse. Others think
about financial worries, as shown by the many tales
of injustice from the Banking Royal Commission. Or
they think about the care of their parents, as we will
increasingly hear of sickening mistreatment of the
elderly exposed in the Royal Commission into the
Aged Care sector.

In everyday life, people think about more ordinary
burdens. Many think about anxiety and depression;
others think about worrying family relationships,
work concerns or financial difficulties. Around this
time each year many students are thinking about exam
results and Uni offers.

We could go on. There is so much on people’s minds,
both positive and negative. And that’s exactly why we
should think ministry.

There is so much on people’s minds,
both positive and negative. And that’s
exactly why we should think ministry.

The influential British preacher, Dr Martyn Lloyd
Jones, was a doctor before he was a minister, headed
toward a prestigious medical career in London. But to
the shock of many he abandoned his great prospects in
favour of pastoral ministry. His reasons for doing so
were explained in a sermon as follows:

When I came here, people said to me: “Why
give up good work — a good profession — after
all, the medical profession, why give that up? If
you had been a bookie, for instance, and wanted
to give that up to preach the gospel, we should
understand and agree with you and say that you
were doing a grand thing. But medicine — a good
profession, healing the sick and relieving pain!’

... ‘Ah well!’ I felt like saying to them, ‘if you
knew more about the work of a doctor, you
would understand. We but spend most of our
time rendering people fit to go back to their sin!”

I saw men on their sick beds, I spoke to them
of their immortal souls, they promised grand
things. Then they got better and back they went
to their old sin!



I saw I was helping these men to sin and I
decided that I would do no more of it. I want
to heal souls. If aman has a diseased body and
his soul is all right, he is all right to the end;
but a man with a healthy body and a diseased
soul is all right for sixty years or so and then
he has to face an eternity of hell. Ah, yes! we
have sometimes to give up those which are
good for that which is the best of all - the joy
of salvation and newness of life” (see Iain
Murray, D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: The First
Forty Years, 1899-1939, 80).

That’s precisely why we need more people to think
ministry. Using the same medical imagery, Jesus
said it is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the
sick (Matt 9:12). The spiritually sick need a spiritual
doctor, a physician of the soul. They need someone
to help them think soul, think God, think eternity.

This is the deepest need of every person. Everyone
needs to think about where they are at with God,
about the state of their soul, and about where
they will spend eternity. The tens of thousands of
Melbournians at the footy need gospel workers who
will help them think about that.

The spiritually sick ... need someone
to help them think soul, think God,
think eternity.

For the work of the gospel to advance, a vast array
of workers need to be raised up: pastors, preachers,
overseas mission workers, church workers in a
whole range of ministries (children and families,
youth, pastoral care, women’s ministry, student
ministry, etc). We need men and women, paid and
unpaid, full-time and part-time, local and overseas
workers, to engage in gospel ministry.

Every church needs to be looking out for, praying
for and encouraging those with the gifts for such
ministries. Through intentional training, mentoring
and ministry experience we need to be active in
raising up the next generation of gospel workers.

The challenge to “think ministry,” however, is
not just for the rare few. Gospel ministry is for all
God’s people. We all need to think about how we
can engage more in talking to other people, not just
about the footy, food, fashion and finances, but about
the things that matter most in life and in death.

Actually, it is in churches where everyone is
thinking ministry, that we are most likely to see
people thinking specifically about becoming a
pastor, preacher or gospel worker. B

Phillip Scheepers
Vice Principal

Over the past four years the RTC has

built up a strong relationship with

GOSPEL (a mission of the Christian Reformed
Churches of Australia) and their Indian partner, the
Christian Reformed Fellowship of India (CRFI). As
part of this I, once again, had the opportunity to visit
India on behalf of the college.

CRFI is actively involved in church planting in the
western states of India. The church planters engaged
in this work are very enthusiastic and are having a
great evangelistic impact. However, they often lack
the necessary training to lead, preach and teach
once the groups they are responsible for start to
grow. Our contribution to this challenging situation
hasbeen to send a faculty member to participate in a
training seminar for the church planters every year.

For the participants this is a great opportunity to
leave the field, with its isolation and persecution,
for a time of refreshment and equipping. They get
the opportunity to build good relationships with
one another, to hear reports about work in different
parts of India and to sit under teaching designed to
strengthen them in their tasks.

This year I focussed on the letters of 1 and 2
Timothy. These letters have so much to teach those
leading young churches as they ‘listen in’ on Paul’s
instructions to Timothy on topics as diverse as
heresy, eldership, suffering for the sake of the gospel
and the sufficiency of Scripture. It is my prayer that
the attendees returned to their fields of service with
a deepened understanding of the nature of Gospel
ministry and that God will use what they have
learned to continue to build up His church in India.

Note: Our overseas work is made possible through
the RTC ‘Overseas Assistance Fund’ (previously the
‘Overseas Student Fund’). A big ‘thank you’ goes to
those who have contributed to this fund! B




STUDENT
PROFILE

Nathanael Remminga
RTC Distance Student

This is my third year of study, and
second year studying at the RTC by distance, since
moving from Melbourne to Brisbane 2 years ago.
I serve part-time as Youth Pastor at Bray Park
Community Church in northside Brisbane, while
studying 3.25 units per semester toward my BTh/
BMin degree. I take most units via online and
intensive courses through the RTC, and also do
some units at alocal affiliated college in Brisbane.

The mixture of practical ministry experience
and theological study has been hugely helpful
for me, in both my personal growth and ministry
development. I've seen a lot of what I've learned put
into practice in front of me, and have been able to
use my assessments to think more seriously about
what I do on the ground.

I've found the flexibility of distance study through
the RTC to be very helpful, making it possible for
me to balance my study with the significant time
commitments involved in local church ministry.

The intensives each semester are also great; it is
invaluable to get away for a week of serious study
with the other RTC students. The Melbourne
campus is very easy to get to, and the staff and
students have a great community atmosphere which
always leaves me keen for the next visit. These also
give a great opportunity to visit the family back in
Melbourne!

The RTC’s eCampus system is very helpful and
intuitive. For the live-streamed units, the lecturers
are always sure to involve the online students. The
lecturers all have a clear passion for God’s word, a
love for teaching and discussing it, and are engaging
and practical ministry focused. W

Nathanael is the Youth Ministry Leader at Bray
Park Community Church in Brisbane

EXPLORING
EZEKIEL

John de Hoog
Lecturer in Old Testament

The topic for the 2018 RTC Preaching

Conference was “Preaching Christ from the
Prophets” with aspecial focus onthe book of Ezekiel.
It was a pleasure to welcome Dr Iain Duguid as our
guest speaker. Professor of Old Testament at WT'S
in Philadelphia and anoted Ezekiel scholar, Iain laid
out in three talks how to preach both the judgment
and the hope that the prophets, not least Ezekiel,
present to their readers. Iain showed how all these
passages lead to and point to Christ. Iain also shared
personally about life and ministry, and preached the
closing sermon of the conference on Ezekiel 16.

Iain spoke before
an audience of
nearly a hundred,
many coming
away enriched
by the event.
“I  [left],” one
attendee said, =f

“wanting to B :
preach the glory Iain Duguid on “Preaching
of God

in the Christ from the Prophets”
face of Christ.”

Another had found Ezekiel “a tricky book that I was
fearful of teaching” but the event “made [it] more
manageable.”

Theremaining sessionswere taken by RTC Principal
Murray Capill and John de Hoog. Murray began the
conference with the fireworks of Ezekiel chapter 1,
and then asked if Ezekiel the preacher was “one of
us or one of a kind?” John then argued, in one talk,
that Ezekiel 20:32 was a hermeneutical key to the
book, and in another talk that Ezekiel 36-37 helps
explain how all the OT prophets can be understood.

The theme for 2019 is “Preaching With
Vulnerability” - save the 25-26 September in your
diary now! m




GIVE TO RTC

Do you share RTC’s vision to provide Christ-

centered training for life and ministry? We

rely on donations from financial supporters in

addition to the income we receive from student

« excellent progress being made in producing fees, membership fees, business ventures and
discipleship material for churches. our supporting denominations.

Praise God for:

» agood intake of new students mid-year, both
full-time and part-time.

 the appointment of new RTC staff to key roles.

* the growing profile of the RTC in Melbourne As we step out boldly to grow and expand the
churches and ministries. reach of RTC, you can help us by financially
supporting us in a number of different ways:

making a donation or leaving a bequest to the

Please pray: RTC; participate in the growth and expansion

+ that God would send many new students for plans with an interest free loan to RTC or
training at the RTC in 2019. participate in a RTC bonds issue. For further

« for wisdom for our business team as they information, please contact the Business
oversee the Barkley Hall student residence and Manager on (03) 5244 8600 or bm@rtc.edu.au.

Next Steps Early Learning Centre, seeking to
make these excellent ministries and effective
income streams for the RTC. Reformed Theological College is endorsed as a
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR). It is covered
by Item 1 of the table in section 30-15 of the
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. All gifts of $2
or more made to the RTC are tax deductible in
Australia.

Tax Deductibility

 that a growing number of churches will make
use of and be blessed by RTC’s The Way
discipleship training material

that the RTC would remain faithful to its
calling and provide excellent training for

Please contactthe officeregarding tax deductible
students.

gifts from New Zealand residents.

YES, | WOULD LIKE TO HELP THE RTC

Name
Address State Postcode
Phone Email
I would like to support the RTC with a one-off donation [ ]$50 [ 1$100 [ 1$500 [ 1$1000 K3
I would like to give a monthly donation of... [1%$25 [ 1$50 [ 1$100 K3
T authorise the RTC to debit my credit card (please tick) [ ]VISA [ |Mastercard
Name on card Card number
Exp date CcCVv
Signature

[ ]Please send me information about leaving a bequest to the RTC in my Will.

[ ]Please send me information about becoming a member of RTC.

Registered Office 125 Pigdons Rd Waurn Ponds VIC 3216 Australia

P 03 5244 8600 admin@rtc.edu.au www.rtc.edu.au
ACN 087 541884 ABN 21087 541884




