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We had an enjoyable Intensive week from 26–30 August. Murray Capill taught The Principles 

of Preaching and our Adjunct Lecturers Karl Deenick and Andrew Stewart team-taught 

Church, Sacraments, and Ministry. With 36 students altogether, the largest student body we 

have had during any Intensive week, our Melbourne campus was buzzing with conversations. 

About half of them were on-campus students but others came from other places—different 

cities, states and also from New Zealand. For some of them it was their first time visiting our 

Melbourne campus; for some, it was their last Intensive week before completing their studies. 

Whether first or last, we pray that the friendships they had formed and the materials they 

learned during the week would last in their lives as memorable, precious blessings.    

 

Next week regular lectures resume, along with devotions, small groups and mentoring. Please 

continue to uphold the staff and students in your prayers as we seek to advance our mission 

of raising, equipping and training people of all generations for Christ-centred life and ministry.  

 

Please also continue to pray for our Old Testament lecturer, John de Hoog. John began 

chemotherapy this past week. We pray the Lord will be close to John during this treatment 

and that he will use it to his healing. We are deeply thankful for the great example of faith 

John has displayed in this time of testing.  
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Phillip Scheepers is now back in Geelong after his trip to Europe. In the remainder of this year 

Phillip will be developing his Church History lecture materials and working on his manuscript 

for a book on Islam in the West.  

 

Murray Capill will be speaking at the Surrey Hills Presbyterian Church camp at Phillip Island 

from 6–8 September. 

 

 

 

 

RTC Open Day is an opportunity for people to come and experience RTC for a day. 

Attendees will: 

 join in RTC devotions | (10 - 10.50am) 

 attend a sample lecture | (11 - 11.50am) 

 hear about RTC from Principal Murray Capill | (12 - 12.30pm) 

 share in fellowship at lunch (please RSVP for lunch) | (12.30 - 1.30pm) 

Throughout the day RTC Registrar Paul Lucas will be available to field questions about full-

time and part-time study options. 

 

For more information about Open Day please click here. 

 

 

Date: Saturday 14 September 

Time: 10am - 2pm 

Location: RTC Melbourne Campus; Level 3 221 Queen Street Melbourne. 

Cost: FREE 

http://rtc.edu.au/openday
http://www.rtc.edu.au/special-pages/events/rtc-open-day
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Although we live in the age of the celebrity pastor, most pastors aren’t celebrities. They are 

ordinary, frail humans, who labour in ordinary life situations to be faithful preachers and 

pastors. The wonder of the gospel and of God’s grace is that the Lord delights to use us in 

our weakness and vulnerability. He works his power through ordinary people and everyday 

life.  

 

This year’s RTC preaching conference will focus on these humbling and uplifting themes so 

as to encourage and strength preachers in their work.    

 

We are delighted to welcome Zack Eswine and Peter Adam as our guest speakers. Both men 

are notable preachers and authors whose depth of thought and richness of experience will 

ensure two spiritually rich days together. 

 

For more information about Preaching Conference please click here. 

 

 

Dates: Wed 25 - Thurs 26 Sept 2019 

Time: Wed 9.30am - 5.30pm, Thurs 9am - 4pm 

Venue: RTC Melbourne Campus; Level 3, 221 Queen Street Melbourne 

Cost: $185 (individual), $175 (group of 3 or more) 

You can also book a package deal with A Healthy Life: Living Well When Things Are 

Hard for $250 per person. 

 

http://www.rtc.edu.au/special-pages/events/rtc-preaching-conference-2019-preaching-with-vuln
http://www.rtc.edu.au/special-pages/events/a-healthy-life-living-well-when-things-are-hard
http://www.rtc.edu.au/special-pages/events/a-healthy-life-living-well-when-things-are-hard
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It would be nice to think that as followers of Jesus we will always lead peaceful, happy, well-

ordered and balanced lives. But life is not always like that and the gospel does not actually 

promise that. Instead, it teaches us how to live healthy lives in the face of a thousand 

challenges. It shows us what it means to live well in the midst of sorrows, temptations and 

pressures, as well as joys, blessings and hope. 

  

A Healthy Life is a one-day conference designed to help us live well, one day at a time. It 

provides a great opportunity for gospel workers, Christian leaders and active church 

members to re-focus and recalibrate. 

  

Our guest speaker for the day is author, preacher and teacher Zack Eswine, who brings to 

this theme a rare mix of wisdom, humility, reality and godly insight. 

 

For more information about A Healthy Life please click here. 

 

 

Date: Friday 27 Sept 2019 

Time: 9.30am - 4pm 

Venue: RTC Melbourne Campus; Level 3, 221 Queen Street Melbourne 

Cost: $80 (individual), $75 (group of 3 or more) 

You can also book a package deal with the 2019 RTC Preaching Conference for $250 per 

person. 

  

For more information about RTC’s events, please visit rtc.edu.au/events 

 

http://www.rtc.edu.au/special-pages/events/a-healthy-life-living-well-when-things-are-hard
http://www.rtc.edu.au/special-pages/events/rtc-preaching-conference-2019-preaching-with-vuln
http://www.rtc.edu.au/events
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Joel R. Beeke and Paul M. Smalley, Reformed Systematic Theology, Vol 1, Revelation and 
God. Wheaton: Crossway, 2019. 1309 pages. 

 
Every pastor and every Christian needs to make the study of 
systematic theology a lifelong pursuit. When the study of systemic 
theology is carried out in prayerful communion with the Triune God 
of grace and glory it deepens our knowledge of him, sweetens our 
communion with him, enlivens our worship, strengthens our faith, 
comforts our hearts, and matures our lives. Sadly, many systematic 
theologies today only tend to engage the intellect and not the whole 
heart, the mind and not the emotions, the rational and not the 
relational, the seminary and not the church. Joel Beeke and Paul 
Smalley have admirably filled that gap with the publication of the 
first volume of their Reformed Systematic Theology. “How might 
Reformed Systematic Theology strengthen the church?” they ask. 
“We hope that this work will help prepare God’s servants to nurture 

spiritual knowledge and saving faith in God’s people according to the riches of Christ. We aim 
not only to educate you as the reader, but also to edify you and to equip you to tell others 
about the wonders of our God” (1:17).  
 
With so many systematic theologies on the market, what is distinct about Reformed 
Systematic Theology? According to Beeke and Smalley: “This systematic theology explores the 
classic teachings of the Reformed Christian faith from a perspective that is biblical, doctrinal, 
experiential, and practical. Today’s churches need theology that engages the head, heart, and 
hands” (1:18). Standing on the shoulders of the Reformers, the British Puritans, and the Dutch 
Further Reformation divines, Beeke and Smaller have written a systematic theology that 
“combines thoughtful exegesis of Holy Scriptures, rich exploration of classic Augustinian and 
Reformed theology, an experiential tone that brings truth into the heart, and practical 
applications for life” (1:18).  Hence, “after each major doctrine is opened up exegetically and 
biblically, we also aim to open up each doctrine historically and then apply it experientially 
and practically—sometimes throughout the chapter but sometimes at the end” (1:18–19). 
Each chapter concludes with a relevant “psalm or hymn suitable for you or your study group 
to sing as a worshipful response to each chapter’s content” (18) and then “Questions for 
Meditation and Discussion” and a further section of “Questions for Deeper Reflection.”  
 
This book is now my first go to in systematic theology and will be my text of choice (along 
with Berkhof which is much more succinct) for students here at the RTC. It is theologically 
reliable, well-written, thoroughly researched, eminently readable, easily understood, and 
profoundly experiential. This book will be warmly welcomed and greatly appreciated by 
pastors, students, and laypeople alike as a treasure trove of biblical, doctrinal, experiential 
and practical Reformed theology.  
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“My dear brothers, take note of this: everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 
slow to become angry.” James 1:19–25 
 
Are you a good listener? What would those in your home or at your church say? Do you realize 
how important it is to be a good listener? Are you aware of the powerful effect it has? It’s 
been said, “The greatest gift you can give another person is the purity of your attention.” 
Pharaoh Ptahhotep instructed his officials to listen to the pleas of clients patiently and 
without rancor, because a petitioner wants respect and attention to what he says more than 
the accomplishing of that for which he came.  
 
Listening to another person says, “I respect you. I value you.” Every human being needs to be 
affirmed. We do that by listening to them. “I would love to hear your story and get to know 
you.” It is how we hear the heart of another. Listening well is essential for marriage, raising 
kids, connecting as a congregation, bringing joy to another, providing pastoral care. J. Michael 
Bennett, an expert in listening, writes, “No one could count the tales of woe that have as their 
central point ‘I thought you said....’ No one could tally the jobs ruined, the classes failed, the 
battles lost, the hearts broken, the money wasted, the lives damaged as a direct result of poor 
listening skills.” 
 
James in his letter calls on his readers to “…be quick to listen.” That’s because too often they 
were not really listening to God either. Not listening to God means we don’t hear his heart. 
We don’t see how our sins hurt him and besmirch his majesty. We don’t appreciate how much 
he still loves us in Jesus. Not listening to God means we don’t truly respect him or value what 
he says. Not listening to God means we misunderstand what he is doing in our lives. In his 
book Directions James Hamilton shares an insight about listening to God. He tells of a man 
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who lost his watch in a cool room full of food. No matter how hard he tried he couldn’t find 
it. Nor could his coworkers. A small boy slipped into the room and a little while later came out 
with the watch. The amazed workers asked him how he found it. The boy said “I closed the 
door and lay down on the floor and kept very still. Soon I heard the watch ticking.” The 
question for us, with our hectic lifestyles, is whether we are being still enough and quiet 
enough to really listen to what God is saying to us.  
 
That’s the point James is making. He wants his readers to develop an attentive spirit; a 
listening attitude. That begins by listening to each other. James mixes together the two ideas 
of listening to each other and listening to God. “Everyone should be quick to listen…” is 
followed by “…slow to speak and slow to become angry.” These obviously have to do with 
relating with other people. There is a connection between how we relate with God and how 
we relate with people. In other words, we don’t have split characters. If we are not good 
listeners in everyday things, we do not suddenly change when we come to God in devotions 
or worship. When we are speaking, we are occupied with our own thoughts. We are thinking 
and expressing what we are anxious about or want others to know. You can’t really talk and 
listen to another person at the same time. When we are angry, we are even less likely to be 
listening to the other person. We are then so absorbed by our own emotions we cannot hear 
anything of the other person. Constant talkers can treat each other like a “comma.” Like the 
boy who said “My dad treats me like a comma. Dad talks and talks. He stops for a minute 
while I talk. And then he goes on where he left off. I was just a breather, a comma. He did not 
listen to me at all.” Have you been treated as a comma? Have you treated others as a comma? 
Have you treated God as a comma? You keep telling God what you want but do you listen to 
him?  
 
Now, James does not say we should not speak or not be angry. But we should be “slow to 
speak, slow to be angry.” In other words, take your time to speak so you have the opportunity 
to hear what the other person is really saying. If we don’t listen, we will not understand each 
other. A quick mouth and quick temper will not bring peace in a home or in the church. It 
certainly won’t help that pastoral situation. It does not bring the “…righteous life God 
requires,” says James. That requires listening. And listening requires a servant attitude. 
Listening is serving because it takes great effort and lots of concentration. As we, said it gives 
the message “What you have to say I will treat with value because I value you.” 
 
Now, if we understand the value of listening to each other, and the need for a serving attitude, 
we will better understand what it is to listen to God. It’s not just about reading a Bible passage 
and thinking I’ve done my devotion. It takes effort. We need to quieten ourselves and 
concentrate and reflect. What are you saying, God? Help me appreciate how much you really 
love me. What do I need to learn? What do I need to change? We are not first full of prayer 
requests. Or questioning God when we suffer: “Why are you doing this to me?” We show 
deep respect to God who is talking to us through his Word. We listen for his heart. We quieten 
our heart and thoughts. We come with a servant attitude. We humble ourselves and say (as 
young Samuel did) “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.” “I will listen and learn from you. 
I will be guided by you.” That attitude is so important. As someone once said, “When you 
speak you are repeating what you already know. But when you listen, you may learn 
something new.”   
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To listen well you need to show it and sound it. You show you are listening by your posture. 
Your whole body and eye contact say “I’m here for you. What do you want to tell me?” If you 
glance at your watch or turn away your body, it is saying you are not fully there. That’s often 
when someone says “It’s OK. It doesn’t matter. Thanks anyway.” To show you are really 
listening you also need to sound like it. You reflect back a bit of what they are telling you. You 
look for the underlying emotion they are expressing and what causes it. It is such a joy for a 
speaker when that occurs, when they know they have been understood. Ralph Waldo 
Emerson is quoted in the Prepare Marriage Workbook, as saying “It is a luxury to be 
understood.” That is so sad. Being understood should be par for the course if we are truly 
serving each other.  
 
What is your posture before God? Are you slouching and daydreaming during the sermon? 
Are you half asleep as you read your Bible in bed? Are you really listening to God? Do you 
reflect on what you read? Do you sense God’s emotions that are being expressed and do you 
express that in your prayers? Can you read Hosea (especially Hosea 11) and not feel God’s 
pain? Can you read Luke 15 and not have party time with God? Do you listen to God, so you 
hear his heart and become overwhelmed by his love? That’s the question, isn’t it? Are we 
listening to God and each other? Please do! 
 
 
 

 


