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College News 
 
We are well into the new year of 2020. Next week we have a week-long Hebrew Intensive at 
the Melbourne campus and, from the following Tuesday, we begin a new semester. We are 
excited to be able to start another academic year. Students are coming from different parts 
of Australia and from overseas, and as they bring excitement to the College, we are looking 
forward to having another dynamic and memorable semester together.  
 

The RTC is moving forward with a new Principal, with Phillip 
Scheepers having commenced his duties on the 1st of January. Our 
college may be under new leadership, but some things will not 
change. We continue to be committed to our mission of raising, 
equipping, and supporting people of all generations for Christ-
centered life and ministry. We will do this through continuing to 
offer a sound Reformed and evangelical theological education, so 
that God’s people in Australia, New Zealand and further afield 

may benefit from our ministry. Please pray for us as we are about to embark on a new 
semester.   
 
Faculty News  
 
Dr Murray Capill, who took up the newly created role of “Dean of Ministry Development” at 
the beginning of the year, will be on study leave this semester. This will afford him the time 
to do some research and writing. He will also be speaking at several conferences here in 
Australia and in New Zealand.  
 
In early January Dr Phillip Scheepers represented the RTC at the annual Karam Forum in 
Atlanta, Georgia.  The conference focused on integrating Christian theology and the world of 
work. Phillip was able to make some valuable connections and received much food for 
thought to incorporate into his lectures.  
 
Dr Murray Capill recently contributed a chapter to 
Preaching with an Accent, a new book on preaching 
for Australian congregations. Purchases can be made 
from here: 
https://www.morling.edu.au/shop/preaching-with-
an-accent/ 
 

https://www.morling.edu.au/shop/preaching-with-an-accent/
https://www.morling.edu.au/shop/preaching-with-an-accent/
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Graduation 2020 
 

 
 
The RTC’s annual graduation ceremony recognises the success and commitment of our 
graduating students. Join us as we warmly acknowledge their achievements and contribution 
to College life, and encourage their future endeavours in the work of the gospel.  
 
The service will also include the induction of Phillip Scheepers as the RTC Principal. 
 
When: Tuesday 10 March, 12:30–2:30pm followed by an afternoon tea. 
Where: RTC Melbourne Campus, 3/221 Queen Street, Melbourne 
Guest speaker: Mike Raiter, Director, Centre for Biblical Preaching 
 
RTC Elders’ Retreat 2020: Shepherd Leaders: How a team of elders leads a church 
 
Elders are shepherds of the flock, and shepherds must lead the flock. But what kind of 
leadership are elders called to give? How are they to relate to other leaders in the church? Do 
they need the gift of leadership or is godly character the only qualification? How can good 
leadership be given by a team? 

RTC’s 2020 Elders’ Retreat will explore these questions from the Scriptures, equipping elders 
and eldership teams to be biblical leaders of the church. This one-day seminar is designed for 
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eldership teams to attend together, allowing time for team processing of the input on the 
day. It is also ideal training for potential elders. 
 
Date: Saturday 16 May 
Time: TBC 
Morning tea & lunch provided 
Venue: RTC Melbourne Campus; Level 3, 221 Queen Street Melbourne 
Cost: TBC 
 
For more information about events, please visit http://www.rtc.edu.au/events 
 
Book Review (Phillip Scheepers)  
 

Attending to the National Soul – Evangelical Christians in Australian 
History 1914-2014 by Stuart Piggin and Robert D. Linder (Monash 
University Publishing, 2020, 640 pages) 
 
This is the second in a two-volume work on the history of 
evangelicalism in Australia. The first ‘The Fountain of Public 
Prosperity’ (which focussed on the period from 1740–1914) was very 
well received and won the Australian Christian Book of the Year 
Award in 2019. With the present volume Piggin and Linder brings the 
story (almost) up to date in a highly readable but also deeply 

authoritative way. One of the key arguments of the book is that it is almost impossible to 
understand the development of modern Australia without the vital contribution of deeply 
committed Christian believers. This is quite a countercultural argument to make, given the 
endlessly repeated belief that Australia has always been a strongly secular place, but I defy 
any reader to come away from reading this volume without an intense appreciation of how 
deeply the Christian faith is woven into the fabric of Australian society. As such this book is a 
very valuable contribution to the current public discourse where there seems to be a growing 
tendency to dismiss or sideline Christian voices. With this book in hand it is possible to argue 
that evangelicals have well and truly earned a seat at the table through their tireless efforts 
in shaping the national culture and the welfare of the nation at large by ‘Attending to the 
National Soul’.  
 
  

http://www.rtc.edu.au/events
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Ministry Spot: 8 Reasons Why You Should Read the Puritans (Martin Williams) 

 

(Dr Martin Williams in his office) 
 
I was converted at the age of sixteen at a youth camp under the preaching of New Zealand 
evangelist Ray Comfort (now in California). It was through Ray’s preaching that my eyes were 
first opened to the sinfulness of my sin, the certainty of my condemnation, and greatness of 
God’s grace in the gospel. It was also through Ray that I was first introduced to the 18th 
century pastor and theologian Jonathan Edwards. As soon as I got home from that camp I 
promptly ordered the two-volume Banner of Truth edition of Edwards Works. As I read 
Edwards I began to notice a number of names that frequently appeared in the footnotes 
(particularly in his Religious Affections): John Flavel, Richard Sibbes, John Owen, Thomas 
Shepard, William Perkins, William Ames, John Preston, and more. I made careful a list of all 
these names. A few years later I entered theological college and in the same city (Auckland) 
there was Banner of Truth bookshop run by a Reformed Baptist church. For two years I 
worked every Friday and Saturday night at the local petrol station and bought every single 
Puritan set that Banner of Truth published. Not wanting to waste these precious resources, I 
enrolled in a MTh degree and wrote my thesis on the theme of the assurance of salvation in 
Puritan thought. Today I continue to read the Puritans and am always in the middle of at least 
one Puritan volume. In my own reading of the Puritans, my doctrine has been deepened, my 
faith strengthened, my heart helped, my soul stimulated, and my life enriched. Here are some 
reasons why I think we should read the Puritans.  
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1. They Lift Our Gaze to the Greatness and Glory of God 
 

The trouble with our generation (and I include many Christians here), is that it has a great 
capacity for thinking such inflated thoughts of itself and such diminished thoughts of God. 
The Puritans, by contrast, elevate, expand and enlarge the way we think about God and 
show us a God who is truly worthy of our worship and adoration. Thomas Watson in his A 
Body of Divinity wrote that “to glorify God is to set God highest in our thoughts and to 
have a venerable esteem of him.... There is in God all that may draw forth both wonder 
and delight; there is in him a constellation of all beauties… To glorify God is to have God-
admiring thoughts; to esteem him most excellent, and search for diamonds in this rock 
only.” 

 
2. They Open Our Eyes to the Beauty and Loveliness of Christ  
 

The Puritans loved Christ passionately, admired his beauty adorningly, and sought his 
glory tirelessly. In his book The Glory of Christ John Owen said: “It is by beholding the glory 
of Christ by faith that we are spiritually edified and built up in this world, for as we behold 
his glory, the life and power of faith grows stronger and stronger. … In this duty I desire to 
live and die. On Christ’s glory I would fix all my thoughts and desires, and the more I see 
of the glory of Christ, the more the painted beauties of this world will wither in my eyes 
and I will be more and more crucified to this world.” 
 

3. They Probe the Conscience with the Subtlety and Sinfulness of Sin 
 
A lot popular Christian books today rarely mention sin in their title, choosing rather to 
focus more on unleashing the untapped human potential within each of us. The Puritans, 
by contrast, were very serious about sin and wrote on it often: Edward Reynolds, The 
Sinfulness of Sin, Jeremiah Burroughs, The Evil of Evils, Ralph Venning, The Plague of 
Plagues (published as The Sinfulness of Sin), John Owen, The Mortification of Sin, Thomas 
Watson, The Mischief of Sin, and on it goes! Ralph Venning said: “As God is holy, all holy, 
only holy, altogether holy, and always holy, so sin is sinful, all sinful, only sinful, altogether 
sinful, and always sinful” Thomas wrote: “A holy man knows that all sin strikes at the 
holiness of God, the glory of God, the nature of God, and the law of God.”  

 
4. They Awaken the Affections to the Glory of the Gospel of Grace 

 
While the Puritans wrote a lot about sin, they wrote prolifically on the gospel. And while 
many have accused then Puritans for being cold, hard legalists, nothing could be further 
from the truth.  One of the best treatments of the gospel comes from the pen of Thomas 
Goodwin who wrote A Discourse on the Glory of the Gospel. In this work Goodwin explains 
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that “the gospel does not only convey the Holy Spirit to you, to dwell in you forever, 
clothing you with [Christ’s] righteousness, enabling you with open face to behold God…I 
say the gospel does not only do all this, but it changes you into the same image, from glory 
to glory.” He adds: “Whatsoever glory, and whatsoever riches of Jesus Christ the gospel 
lays open, it is all yours, it is all in you, and for you.” 

 
5. They Integrate Biblical Doctrine with Practical Living  
 

Puritan pastors knew how to apply biblical truth to the minds and hearts and lives of their 
hearers in an expert fashion. For books that beautifully balance objective biblical truth 
and subjective human experience read the Puritans. “In them clear-headed passion and 
warm-hearted compassion combine” (Packer). For the Puritan William Perkins “Theology 
is the science of living blessedly forever.” The Puritans wrote much on practical 
Christianity: Lewis Bayly, The Practice of Piety, Vincent Alsop, Practical Godliness, Richard 
Rogers, Holy Helps for a Godly Life, Thomas Watson, The Godly Man’s Picture are a few of 
my favourites. 
 

6. They Strengthen the Suffering Soul with the Sovereignty of God 
 

The Puritans were well acquainted with suffering: they had no modern medicine; the 
average life expectancy was about 35–40 years; children frequently died in infancy (John 
Owen lost 10 of his 11 children!); economic hardship was the norm; a series of civil wars 
ravaged England from 1642–51; and persecution was the norm for many Puritans. Yet the 
Puritans trusted God’s providence and learned contentment through trial. Thomas 
Watson said, “God’s rod is a pencil to draw Christ’s image more lively on us.” Robert 
Leighton wrote, “Affliction is the diamond dust that heaven polishes its jewels with.” The 
Puritans wrote much on these themes: John Flavel, The Mystery of Providence, Thomas 
Watson, All Things for Good and The Art of Divine Contentment, Jeremiah Burroughs, The 
Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment, Thomas Brooks, A Mute Christian Under the Rod, 
and Thomas Boston, The Crook in the Lot: The Sovereignty and Wisdom of God in the 
Afflictions of Men Displayed. 

 
7. They Set Our Sights and Affections on the World to Come 

 
The Puritans teach us to live with bi-focal vision, that is, with one eye on this world and 
one on the world to come as we continue on our earthly pilgrimage. The Puritans teach 
us “to see and to feel the transitoriness of this life, to think of it, with all its richness, as 
essentially the gymnasium and dressing room where we are prepared for heaven, and to 
regard readiness to die as the first step in learning to live” (Packer). By far the best Puritan 
work on this theme is John Bunyan’s classic, The Pilgrim’s Progress: From This World to 
That Which Is to Come. 
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8. They Left Us with a Richness of Resources to Read 
 

Finally, I would like to encourage you to discover the Puritans for yourselves and 
experience the sweet joy and that accompanies the reading of their works. Begin with the 
Puritans Treasures for Today series published by Reformation Heritage Books and the 
Puritan Paperbacks series published by Banner of Truth. Then move on to the Soli Deo 
Gloria reprints published by Reformation Heritage Books. For an introduction to 77 
Puritans and their works I recommend Meet the Puritans: With a Guide to Modern 
Reprints by Joel Beeke and Randall Pederson. For a comprehensive introduction to Puritan 
thought you cannot do better than A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for Life by Joel Beeke and 
Mark Jones. Finally, for an excellent popular level overview see the DVD series Puritan: All 
of Life to the Glory of God.  

 


