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College News 
 

 
 
The new semester of 2020 has begun well. With a significant number of on-line students 
joining from various places outside of Melbourne, we have begun our semester with 
excitement and encouragement. It was also great to get to know new students on campus as 
well. What is especially noteworthy is that many of our current students, both on-line and on-
campus, are actively serving in their churches as leaders, teachers, and pastors. This is surely 
encouraging. Please pray that students would find their theological studies at RTC valuable 
and relevant, not only to themselves but also to many Christians around them, so that we 
may continue to provide a Christ-centred theological training with joy.    
 

 
 
This year’s Graduation Ceremony was held on Tuesday, 10 March. It was a joyful occasion to 
reflect on God’s blessings and to celebrate the significant milestone our graduating students 
achieved. Dr Michael Raiter, Director at the Centre for Biblical preaching, delivered the 
Graduation address on the topic of Safe Arrival. It was an edifying message. Also special was 
the Principal’s induction, where Phillip was formally acknowledged and commissioned as the 
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new Principal of RTC. Please be with us in praying for our new Principal’s leadership and for 
God’s work at the College through him. 
 
Position Available 

We currently have a vacancy for a committed Christian to 
assist with maintenance support.  This part-time position 
will be based at the RTC Resource Centre in Geelong and 
the role will provide maintenance support to the caretaker 
working within a small dynamic team. Applications close 
on 18 March 2020 and its position description and 
application form can be found at rtc.edu.au/jobs 

 
Faculty News  
 

 
Murray speaking at Pukekohe Reformed Church. Photo: Graeme Zuidema. 

 
Dr Murray Capill just returned from his ministry trip to New Zealand. He spent two weekends 
teaching and preaching at a number of Reformed churches, which were received very warmly. 
We praise God for the opportunity he had to encourage and edify churches in New Zealand.   
 
RTC Elders’ Retreat 2020 
Shepherding Together: Leading as Part of a Team of Elders 
 
Elders are shepherds of the flock, and shepherds must lead the flock. But what kind of 
leadership are elders called to give? How are they to relate to other leaders in the church? Do 
they need the gift of leadership or is godly character the only qualification? How can good 
leadership be given by a team? 

RTC’s 2020 Elders’ Retreat will explore these questions from the Scriptures, equipping elders 
and eldership teams to be biblical leaders of the church. This one-day seminar is designed for 

https://www.rtc.edu.au/jobs
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eldership teams to attend together, allowing time for team processing of the input on the 
day. It is also ideal training for potential elders. 
 
Live-stream Available (Perth) 
RTC will stream the main sessions from Melbourne to Willetton Community Church. To learn 
more about live-streaming of this event please see https://www.rtc.edu.au/special-
pages/events/rtc-elders-retreat-2020/events-live-streaming 
 
DATE: Saturday 16 May 
TIME: 10am-4pm (AEST), 8am-2pm (AWST) 
Morning tea & lunch provided 
VENUE: RTC Melbourne Campus; Level 3, 221 Queen Street Melbourne 
COST: $85 (Individual), $75 (group of 3 or more) 
 
For more information about events, please visit http://www.rtc.edu.au/events 
 
Book Review: (Martin Williams)  
 
Mark Jones, If I could Speak: Letters form the Womb. Fearn: Christian Focus, 2019. 67 pages. 
 
Abortion statistics are eye-watering and heart-
breaking. According to WHO, every year in the 
world there are an estimated 40–50 million 
abortions. This corresponds to approximately 
125,000 abortions per day. Abortion is truly a 
modern holocaust. At least 100 babies will have 
been murdered by the time you have finished 
reading this review. But sometimes statistics are 
simply not enough to capture our hearts.  Mark 
Jones, however, has written a book that is 
guaranteed to do just that. Jones has written a 
beautifully creative and yet unflinchingly honest, 
deeply moving, and profoundly illuminating book from the perspective of a baby in her 
mother’s womb. Her name is Zoe (which means “life” in Greek) and she puts forth an 
impassioned case (“If I Could Speak”) for why her mother should keep her and raise her 
instead of having an abortion.  
 
“Dear Mommy…” begins Zoe’s impassioned appeal to her mother not to abort her as she 
shares her hopes and fears with the woman who controls whether she lives or dies. She writes 
about her name, how she would make her mum happy, how she would take care of her in her 
old age, her love for her Father, the fact that not only her mother but God was also once 

https://www.rtc.edu.au/special-pages/events/rtc-elders-retreat-2020/events-live-streaming
https://www.rtc.edu.au/special-pages/events/rtc-elders-retreat-2020/events-live-streaming
http://www.rtc.edu.au/events
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where she is now (i.e., in the womb), how she would rather be adopted than aborted, 
essentially her desire for life and not death.  The letter entitled “I’m scared” (pp. 53–54) is the 
most disturbing as Zoe anticipates in graphic detail the brutality of a surgical procedure that 
will end her life in abortion. She explains that they will, “insert instruments to dismember me 
and extract me from your uterus. ...the trickiest part of the abortion is finding, grasping and 
crushing my head... I will fight. But as a helpless, dependent baby I don't stand much of a 
chance” (p. 53). She likens her fate to prisoners at a Nazi death camp (p. 54). It is a heart-
breaking and gut-wrenching reality. It will bring tears to your eyes. Zoe’s final letter is a letter 
of forgiveness to her mother even though she intends to end her life in abortion (pp. 57-48). 
In this way the book ends with gospel hope: “Dear Mommy… There is forgiveness now, freely 
offered, to all who acknowledge that they are living in a world where God is the one who not 
only determines what it right and wrong, but also provides the solution for those who have 
done wrong. I hope such a message of love and forgiveness will grant you the peace that 
comes from trusting Jesus. There is forgiveness. Love, Zoe” (p. 58).  
 
You simply must read this book. It is short, lucid, beautifully presented and illustrated with 
lovely photos, and gospel focused. This book sits right at the top of my stack of coffee table 
books in my living room. And it is my prayer that this book will be on the coffee table of every 
Christian home.  It will move you to tears, to anger, to prayer, and hopefully to action. I hope 
and pray that it will be read widely.   
 
Ministry Spot: “Set aside your cares and focus on God” – really? (John de Hoog)  
 

 
 
It’s likely we’ve all heard it, whether in your own church or in another. Towards the beginning 
of the service a leader asks God in prayer to help us to set aside the week that’s been and to 
focus on worshipping God. The leader might tell us that we have an opportunity now to lay 
aside our burdens and cares for an hour or so and focus on God. Many years ago you might 
even have sung a chorus: “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face; and the 
things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace.” 
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But there’s a problem. On many occasions, the very next thing in the service is an opportunity 
to come to God in confession of sin. We’re straight back into our daily Christian lives of 
battling to overcome sin and temptation. And then a little later in the service we might, quite 
rightly, be praying for brothers and sisters in the church struggling with various difficult 
situations, and we might be praying for the world of national and international affairs. And in 
the sermon a faithful preacher is almost certain to try and connect the teaching of the Bible 
with the circumstances of life. The initial invitation to forget about life and focus on God has 
completely evaporated. Rather, in a much healthier way, we’re still being encouraged to focus 
on God, but now everything else is not forgotten but brought before him. The problem is not 
with what follows the initial invitation to forget about the week and focus on God. Rather, the 
problem is with the initial invitation. 
 
Some years ago I mentally changed the words of the chorus I mentioned earlier. “Turn your 
eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face; and the things of earth will grow strangely 
clear, in the light of his glory and grace.” The words “in the light of his glory and grace” then 
take on a very different sense. Thinking about the glory of the Lord Jesus puts the glory 
connected with anything else in the shade. Thinking about the grace of the Lord Jesus gives 
me courage and strength to live and serve in a fallen world. And everything else in my life 
becomes “strangely clear” in the light of his glory and his grace. 
 
I can understand the motivation behind that call to forget about our cares and focus on God 
instead. Every day of the week we are bombarded with messages about what’s most 
important. The central message is self-focus. If you are young and beautiful, the world 
congratulates you on your success and urges you to improve even more because you’re worth 
it. If you are not young and beautiful, there are multiple ways to manage your self-image or 
the way others see you. But sooner or later you come to realize that this focus on self is 
exhausting, superficial and meaningless. Trivia does not satisfy our deepest longings. 
 
On Sundays we have a chance to hear something different. Now we hear a completely 
different voice. A wonderful, holy, loving God addresses us through his Word. He tells us 
about eternal things, and he connects us with those eternal things. He brings us into 
communion with himself through the redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ and through 
the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. We are transported into a new world that is thick 
with meaning. It might seem appropriate to “forget about ourselves, and concentrate on him, 
and worship him” as the words of another chorus suggest. (It’s amazing how these choruses 
spring to mind; watch out, their theology might be dodgy!) But in fact, it’s nearly impossible 
to suspend our own concerns and to focus on God in an abstract sense. Furthermore, it is not 
healthy to do so. Instead of forgetting about ourselves and focussing on God, we should be 
encouraged to focus on God and bring ourselves, all of ourselves, to him for comfort, 
direction, correction, encouragement and inspiration. I hope that the common invitation to 
“set aside our cares and focus on God for the next hour” disappears from our liturgies. 
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What practical steps can we take on a Sunday to help ourselves and to help others adopt a 
healthy orientation? One that comes to God with expectation. One that looks to God first and 
at the same time does not “forget” about life but brings everything before him. After all, we 
come to a weekly service with very different concerns. At the moment I’m personally dealing 
with the effects of chemotherapy and cancer. It’s a “slow burn” problem that threatens to eat 
away at my confidence in the Lord bit by bit. Someone else in the congregation has, just 
yesterday, suffered an utterly unexpected crisis that suddenly turns their life upside down. 
They feel as if their life is in meltdown; all they can do is lament. Someone else in the 
congregation has just had a deep desire fulfilled in such an amazing way that all they want to 
do, if they dared, is to dance in the aisles and shout for joy. That’s just three scenarios. In a 
gathering of a hundred people, there might be a hundred different situations. How can we 
come to God together? 
 
What we need, right at the beginning of a worship service, is to hear about the glory of Christ 
and the grace of Christ. The things of earth will grow strangely clear, in the light of his glory 
and grace. It doesn’t make sense to get everyone singing “I just want to praise you, lift my 
hands and sing” before we hear about the glory and the grace of God. If all I can do is lament, 
I can’t put my heart into such words. If I feel my life is being dominated by an insatiable 
disease that will only lead to death, such words don’t help me to express my anxiety. If all I 
want to do is dance and shout for joy, such words are just too tame! But the weighty, glorious 
message of the gospel helps me to come to Jesus when I am weary and heavy laden. The 
weighty, glorious message of the gospel puts my immediate crisis into a larger perspective. 
The weighty, glorious message of the gospel directs my elation into stronger, more substantial 
paths than the celebration of a temporary pleasure. 
 
What sort of words do we need? This kind: “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who 
has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For 
we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then 
approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time of need” (Hebrews 4:14–16).  
 
“Praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the Lord, my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits— who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who 
redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your 
desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s” (Psalm 103:1–5). 
 
“Sin’s bonds severed, we’re delivered; Christ has crushed the serpent’s head; Death no longer 
is the stronger; Hell itself is captive led. Christ has risen, from death’s prison; O’er the tomb 
he light has shed.” (From one favourite hymn, Praise the Saviour.) 
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The glorious message of the gospel calms our fears, humbles our prideful hearts, directs our 
affections in praise and gladness to God, orients our lives to eternal verities and puts us on 
the path of glorifying God and enjoying him forever. That’s what everyone needs, and it unites 
us as God’s people no matter how disparate our circumstances. 
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