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College News 

 

We had big plans to reopen our campus at the beginning of Semester 2 but, as you are no 

doubt aware, Melbourne was placed under a strict lockdown, with Geelong under a 

somewhat less stringent regime. Due to these restrictions the College life has been rather 

quiet, but thankfully, it is stable: With teaching conducting online. Our students are coping 

well to these changed circumstances, lecturers are used to the new ways of running classes, 

and we have successfully hosted two webinars in the last few months with hundreds of people 

joining from various parts of Australia, New Zealand, and even Singapore. We have so many 

things to be thankful for, even in these trying times.  

 

At the same time, we covet your ongoing prayers for our College. We would especially 

appreciate your prayers for RTC Support Staff who are working behind the scenes to support 

the work of the College. The Barkley Hall and Next Steps Early Learning Centre in Geelong 

have been especially impacted by recent restrictions and lockdowns, and we need much 

wisdom to get through this unsettling season. Please remember them in your prayers.  

 

We are reminded again and again that, especially in times like these, the ministry of RTC 

would not bear much fruit without your support, trust, and prayer. So, we thank you, and we 

praise God that we have this valuable friendship in the Lord. We hope to stay connected and 

support each other’s work even in distance, and let us remember the words of David as we 

go through this season together: “I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually 

be in my mouth” (Psalm 34:1).   

  

 

 



2 
 

RTC Virtual Open Day | 19 September  

 

 
 

Virtual Open Day is your opportunity to immerse yourself in online College life. Meet RTC 

faculty and students and find out about studying at RTC.  

What Our Students Say 

 

“It is great all around. I really enjoy classes: we have inside jokes, and work really well 

together, helping each other learn. I couldn't ask for a better class, they have all enriched my 

learning experience.” – Rachel 

 

“I enjoy being with a variety of people with different backgrounds because it adds to 

discussions. A great blend of academic and pastoral experience really shines through. [The RTC 

Faculty] are passionate about teaching and more importantly about our Lord Jesus.” – Aleesha 

 

“I thoroughly enjoy reading through the lecture materials. I often do this on a Monday morning 

and ponder what I read throughout the week. It’s good to see the way others wrestle with 

what is said and to be interacting with that and wrestling with it myself.” – Michael 

Event Details 

Date: 19 September 

Time: 10am – 1pm 

Location: Online. Link provided week of event via email. 

Cost: FREE 

Registration: Please visit our website for registration: https://www.rtc.edu.au/special-

pages/events/rtc-open-day  

 

https://www.rtc.edu.au/special-pages/events/rtc-open-day
https://www.rtc.edu.au/special-pages/events/rtc-open-day
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Preaching Conference 2020: Deuteronomy | Video on Demand and Live Q&A’s  

 

 
 

Preaching Conference 2020 is an opportunity to dig deeply into the book of Deuteronomy 

with Andrew Reid (Evangelical Theological College Asia, Singapore), Murray Capill and Andrew 

Stewart (RTC). By participating in the conference, you will be equipped to better understand 

the message of Deuteronomy and to share it with God’s people. This year you can participate 

wherever you are, on your own or as part of a local church group. Video recordings of the 

conference sessions will be released on 21 September for participants to watch at their own 

pace. This will be followed by two live Q&A sessions on the 23rd and 24th of September. 

 

EVENT DETAILS  

DATES: Mon 21 – Thurs 24 Sept 

TIME:  

 Release of six on-demand videos: 9am (AEST) Mon 21 Sept 

 Live Q&A # 1: 11am (AEST) Wed 23 Sept 

 Live Q&A # 2: 11am (AEST) Thur 24 Sept 

 

COST: $50 pp.  

 

Please note: Registrations close Fri 18 Sept at 6pm. 

 

For more information about events, please visit http://www.rtc.edu.au/events 

 

 

 

http://www.rtc.edu.au/events
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Book Review: The Fulfillment of the Promises of God: An Explanation of Covenant theology 
by Richard P. Belcher, Jr. Christian Focus Publication, 2020, 281 pages. (John Lee)  

 

The late J. I. Packer (1926–2020), in his introductory 

chapter to Herman Witsius’s (1632–1708) The 

Economy of the Covenants Between God and Man, 

stated that covenant theology is “a biblical 

hermeneutic as well as a formulation of biblical 

teaching” (p. 32). Besides noting its hermeneutical 

role he also characterized the relationship between 

God and Christians as a “covenant relationship” (p. 

29). He did not stop there; in closing, he made 

another claim that “covenant theology is a 

Reformed development” (p. 42). These observations 

are indeed correct—from the initial phase of the 

Reformation Reformed Christians have in fact been 

seeing biblical covenants as the contexts in which 

special revelation and communion occurred, and, as 

B. B. Warfield has famously said, covenant theology 

quickly became the “architectonic principle” of 

Reformed theology.   

 

Richard P. Belcher, Jr., Professor of Old Testament at Reformed Theological Seminary in 

America, has recently published a very fine book on covenant theology. He wrote the book 

“to explain covenant theology as it is presented in the WCF [Westminster Confession of 

Faith]” (p. 16). Why confessions, you might ask. The reason, he expressed, was that the 

confessional expression of covenant theology ought to be the starting point for understanding 

its meaning, scope, and role in the Reformed tradition. With this conviction he structured 

almost half of the book expounding the two historical covenants expressed in the WCF, 

namely the Covenant of Works and the Covenant of Grace. In explaining the similarities and 

differences between the two he wrote these statements: 

 

There is a principle of works in both covenants. In the Covenant of Works Adam was 

to obey the stipulation related to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and in 

the Covenant of Grace Christ fulfills the works requirement. The Covenant of Grace did 

not abolish the Covenant of Works because both required that the righteousness of 

the law be fulfilled. Christ fulfilled this righteousness by meeting the requirement of 

the Covenant of Works, enabling His righteousness to be offered to those who believe 

in Him. The Covenant of Grace through Christ accomplishes what the Covenant of 

Works required (pp. 41–42). 
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Under the Covenant of Grace, moreover, Belcher placed specific biblical covenants, such as 

the Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic covenants, and of course the New Covenant too. 

After explaining these so perceptively he spent the other half of the book introducing major 

and minor variations of covenant theology. And this second half really increases the value of 

the book. He provided fair summaries of a number of twentieth-century variations, such as 

the views of O. Palmer Robertson, John Murray, Meredith Kline, W. J. Dumbrell, and even the 

Federal Vision, in order to (briefly) assess their significance. He also engaged with the 1689 

Federalism and Progressive Covenantalism to explain their distinctives in comparison to the 

theology of the Westminster Standards. And as he ended the book, he highlighted once again 

that Reformed covenant theology captures the legal, personal, and corporate aspects of 

God’s saving work, and he reminded readers why these aspects are crucial in understanding 

the full scope of salvation provided in the second Adam, Christ Jesus.  

 

This is a very fine book on covenant theology. Belcher did not focus on Reformation debates, 

and he did not introduce many technical terms. But what he did so well was presenting the 

theological meaning of the twofold covenant structure expressed in the Westminster 

Confession of Faith. Belcher’s focus was to explain doctrines; he showed how confessional 

expressions were indeed faithful summaries of biblical teachings, and he wonderfully showed 

how Reformed covenant theology is thoroughly Christ-honoring theology. This is an ideal 

book for pastors and students at theological colleges. In many ways this book will help readers 

understand why Packer, and many other Reformed Christians before him, believed that 

covenant theology seamlessly integrated life and doctrine, law and gospel, and promise and 

fulfillment, in a biblical way. 

  

Ministry Spot: The Divine Art of Encouragement (Dr Martin Williams) 

 

Recently I received an email of 

encouragement from a friend. It was a 

brief email of no more than a couple 

sentences, but it had such an effect on 

me! The Lord used it to imbue my soul 

with some much-needed strength that 

day. Like a down-for-the count boxer who 

received smelling salts, I was off the 

canvas and back into the game. Mark 

Chanski refers to it as “adrenaline for the 

soul.” Proverbs 12:25 says: “Anxiety in a 

man’s heart weighs him down, but a good word makes him glad.” Gary Brady comments: “It 

has staggered me on occasions to find myself in a thunderous mood, only for it to be dispelled 

by a mere smile or pleasantry from someone” (Heavenly Wisdom, 346).   
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Receiving that email encouraged me to do two things: Firstly, to examine myself by asking, 

“Do others consider me an encouraging person?” I wish I could more consistently answer, 

“Yes.” Secondly, that then lead me to open my Logos Bible program and study the word 

“encourage” to see what the Bible had to say about it. I was surprised (and encouraged) to 

discover that the Bible uses 10 different words for “encouragement.” As I read every passage 

in which these words appeared, it struck me just how vital this expression of love and kindness 

is for the church. As George Adams said, “Encouragement is oxygen for the soul.” It is also 

oxygen for the church. What is encouragement? Encouragement is simply pointing out the 

various evidences of God’s grace at work in the lives of others with the hopes that it will lift 

their hearts towards God. So, how can we be better encouragers? Here are four brief 

suggestions to get you started (I then recommend reading Mark Chanski’s excellent book 

Encouragement: Adrenaline for the Soul). 

 

1. Pray that God Will Make You an Encourager 

 

Pray that God will give you a heart that genuinely loves others and seeks to build them up 

in concrete and specific ways. Ask God to bring to mind someone who needs your 

encouragement and then prayerfully look for ways to encourage them. Hebrews 10:24–

25 exhorts us: “Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 

the more as you see the Day drawing near.” Paul tells the Romans, “For God is my 

witness… that without ceasing I mention you always in my prayers, asking that somehow 

by God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming to you… that I may impart to you some 

spiritual gift to strengthen you—that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each 

other’s faith, both yours and mine” (1:11). Perhaps you could begin doing this by praying 

through your church directory. Also, take a note of those who are mentioned during your 

church’s pastoral prayer, continue in prayer for them, and then send them a message later 

in the week telling them that you have been praying for them; they will be encouraged 

that you took note and remembered. Finally, remember the widows, the shut-ins, the 

marginalized, the sick and the elderly in your church. Call them, send them a message or 

a gift, and, as soon as isolation is over, take an afternoon and visit two or three of them.  

 

2. Pray for a Culture of Encouragement in Your Church 

 

Pray that God would make your church a community that loves and encourages one 

another in tangible ways. As Sir Fred Catherwood (the son-in-law of Martyn Lloyd Jones) 

correctly said, “The church should be a community of encouragement.” Paul writes to the 

Thessalonians, “Therefore encourage one another with these words” (4:18). And again, 

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing” (5:11). 

And once more, “And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the 

fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all” (5:14). Don’t be discouraged if 
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people do not return your encouragement. Paul spurs us on with these encouraging 

words: “And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do 

not give up” (Gal 6:9). For over three years now one of my daughters has been sending 

Bible verses through Messenger to a past school friend who suffers from depression. For 

the first year she sent a Bible verse every day of the week; now she sends one once a 

week. Sometimes two or three months pass without a response, but then a brief message 

will suddenly appear in her app (this was the latest): “wow thank you so much. … you 

don’t know how much I needed this at this moment ... that makes me want to cry. Thank 

you.” The Bible verses will keep going out. Don’t give up.  

 

3. Remind Fellow Believers of Precious Promises from the Word of God 

 

When you connect your troubles to the Word of God you are joining your life to the 

promises of God. The promises of God are his hand of bounty to us. The apostle Paul 

writes, “For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 

hope” (Rom 15:40). Elsewhere he says, “Therefore encourage one another with these 

words” (1 Thess 4:18). Right throughout his letters Paul pours out divine medicine in the 

form of great and glorious gospel promises. You see, the gospel is not just the cure for 

dying sinners, it is the cure-all for every spiritual ailment. A little book that I have found 

very useful in ministry is Andrew Bonar’s The Visitor’s Book of Texts (Banner of Truth). My 

daughter, who has little idea of her friend’s present situation, just mines the Psalms, the 

Prophets, the Gospels, the Letters, and out of them shares the riches of God’s grace to 

her friend. Know the Word of God and season your texts, emails, and conversations with 

it, and under the hand of the Divine Physician it will bring some much-needed healing.  

 

4. Look for Signs of Grace and Give Encouragement 

 

Finally, we need to be aware that there is a toxic social phenomenon in our country that 

impacts almost every fledgling or successful endeavour. It is a tendency to cut others 

down either for their achievements or their failures. To criticise or undermine those who 

display difference, originality, or unique talent. It often arises out of an attitude of envy, 

insecurity, fear, or resentment, and it undermines and undoes close-knit, supportive 

communities. It’s called “tall poppy syndrome.” Well, this was not in the case of Barnabas 

the Encourager! “When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted 

them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, full 

of the Holy Spirit and of faith” (Acts 11:23–24). Do you see that? Barnabas saw the grace 

of God. It excited him! And then he told them about it: “I see the grace of God at work 

here,” he said. “Great job! Keep it up!” In the same way, there was so much that Paul 

could have just criticised the Corinthians for (and he gets to some of that in the body of 

his letter), but he begins by looking for those little signs of grace that he can draw 
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attention to and fan into a flame: “I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 

grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in 

him that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge” (1 Cor 

1:4–5). And what’s amazing about this is that these were the very areas in which the 

Corinthians were failing most! Paul then wraps up the body of the letter with these 

encouraging words, “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” 

(15:58). Spurgeon writes, “It does people good to be told how highly we value them. There 

is many a Christian man and woman who would do better if now and then someone would 

speak a kindly word to them, and let them know that had done well.” So, in conclusion, 

let us resolve with Jonathan Edwards, “Let there be something of benevolence, in all that 

I speak” (70th and final resolution).  

 

 
 

 


