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We recently hosted two annual events online. On Saturday (21 Sep) we hosted a Virtual Open 

Day, where around 20 guests virtually visited and explored our College life. Following an 

opening devotional message Murray Capill gave an engaging sample lecture on Christian 

leadership, and, after a great interview with some of our senior students, Phillip Scheepers 

delivered a message on the distinctives of RTC’s theological education. What was especially 

encouraging was that about half of the guests stayed on afterwards and enquired more about 

the RTC. It was a wonderful time of engagement. So please pray that many of them would 

consider RTC as their college of choice, as they wish to prepare for Christ-centred life and 

ministry.   

 

We were also blessed to host a Virtual Preaching Conference on Deuteronomy (21–25 Sep). 

We were blessed to have Dr Andrew Reid, the current Principal at Evangelical Theological 

College in Asia in Singapore, to deliver several lectures and also to participate in two live Q&A 

sessions. Murray Capill and Andrew Stewart also shared their insights and wisdom through 

their lectures and Q&A sessions, and we were very grateful to have their contribution. Though 

there were many technical complexities behind the scenes, we are happy that we could 

provide this occasion for pastors, teachers, and students around Australia and beyond. We 

want to express our thankfulness to everyone who helped making these events run well.  

 

The end of the semester is approaching. Students recently had a two-week term break and 

refreshed themselves for the remainder of the semester. We would appreciate your prayers 

for the provision of strength, time, and circumstances to them so they can finish this unusual 

and challenging year well.  
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Book Review: Becket Cook, A Change of Affection: A Gay Man’s Incredible Story of 

Redemption. Nelson Books, 2019.  (Dr Murray Capill) 

 

Becket Cook’s story is fascinating. Well-connected in 

Hollywood circles, working as a set designer for the fashion 

industry and regularly partying with the rich and famous, he 

lived an enviable, glamorous, fast-paced life with the cool set. 

Prior to that he’d had other top career options, including 

medicine and law. As a homosexual he’d had multiple long-

term partners in various countries and cities. Although raised 

in a Catholic home, he had become an atheist and enjoyed 

being free of the constraints belief in God would place on him.  

 

One morning while having breakfast with his boyfriend in a 

café in Hollywood he observed some guys having a Bible study 

there. That lead to a conversation, then to an invitation to 

church, and, to his own shock and dismay, Cook actually 

began going to church. That led to a truly remarkable conversion and a profound “change of 

affection” as the title of the book so aptly expresses it.  

 

Cook’s life was radically transformed as he instantly abandoned his gay lifestyle. He explains, 

“The complete reversal of my opinions and pursuits in this area worked like this: I had just 

met the King of the universe! The last thing on my mind was men. To say that every other 

relationship paled in comparison with my new relationships with Christ would be a massive 

understatement. How could I hold on to anything that didn’t bring me closer to Him?” (23). 

 

Cook’s account of his conversion is fascinating and inspiring. But the book is not only a 

wonderful story of the power of the gospel to change and fulfil a person’s deepest desires. 

Cook is superbly positioned to wrestle with the issues we face when thinking about 

homosexuality. “Because I’ve lived the life of a man who once fully identified as gay,” he says, 

“and now, because of the power of the gospel, live as a new creation in Christ, I feel equipped 

to help educate others on how to handle these tough situations they encounter as Christians 

in the twenty-first century” (106).  

 

First, he addresses the questions non-Christians ask. Aren’t you born gay? Didn’t God create 

you that way? Isn’t it unfair you have to be alone for the rest of your life? Doesn’t God just 

want you to be happy? Aren’t we supposed to follow our hearts and be true to ourselves? 

Can you be gay and Christian? Are you straight now? Then in the final chapter he offers advice 

to Christian pastors, parent and friends of homosexual people, helping us think about how to 

interact with gay friends and family members. 
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Cook’s approach is thoroughly biblical and gospel focused. He has a heart full of love for 

homosexuals, but he is crystal clear on the difference between that way of seeking life and 

fulfilment and the gospel’s. This book is therefore not only compelling, but thoroughly 

edifying and very helpful.  

 

Ministry Spot: John Calvin on Missions (Dr Phillip Scheepers) 

 

I sometimes get a rather interesting reaction 

when I mention that I teach missions at the RTC. 

Some people wonder aloud whether an interest 

in missions can be squared with a belief in the 

sovereignty of God. In addition to the theological 

question implicit in this objection there is also a 

historical perspective that comes into play. This 

is the idea that any concern for missions was 

absent during the Reformation and that 

Reformed Christians, therefore, have very little 

to draw on when it comes to involvement in 

world missions.  

 

It is very easy deal with the historical objection if 

we focus on later developments. Many of the 

giants of the history of missions (e.g. William 

Carey, David Brainerd, Henry Martyn and Samuel Zwemer) were deeply committed to the 

Doctrines of Grace. However, to fully answer the question we need to go further back, right 

to the time of the Reformation, to assess early Reformed theological emphases and historical 

developments related to missions.  

 

For the sake of time I will, with this article, confine myself to the writings and actions of John 

Calvin (1509–1564). Hopefully I will be able to show that Calvin did not only have a coherent 

theology of mission but that he did much to put his convictions in this area into practice 

through focussed outreach efforts.  

 

Summarising the convictions of a towering figure like Calvin is obviously a very challenging 

undertaking. I do believe, however, that there are four major emphases that we can glean 

from Calvin’s writings on missions: 

 

1. Mission is an Expression of the Fact that God Reigns Over all the World: For Calvin the 

starting point of thinking about missions is the fact that God is ruler over everyone and 

everything. This means that all nations and people should honour and serve him. This point is 

made explicitly in the beginning of the Institutes of the Christian Religion (addressed to King 
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Francis I): “Our doctrine must tower unvanquished above all the glory and above all the might 

of the world, for it is not of us, but of the living God and his Christ whom the Father has 

appointed King to rule from sea to sea, and from the rivers even to the ends of the earth”. This 

means that the scope of missions should be much more than our own backyards: “May we 

attend to what God has enjoined upon us, that he would be pleased to show his grace, not 

only to one city or a little handful of people, but that he would reign over all the world; that 

everyone may serve and worship him in truth.” (Calvin in a Sermon on 1 Timothy 3:14) 

 

2. God’s People are Instruments in His Sovereign Purposes: One of the key Biblical 

convictions that Calvin emphasised was that God is sovereign in salvation. He was, however, 

also convinced that God used his people, entrusted with ‘the ministry of reconciliation’, to 

work out his eternal purposes. As he expressed it in a sermon on Daniel 12:4: “God has 

deposited the teaching of his salvation with us, not for the purpose of our privately keeping it 

to ourselves, but of our pointing out the way of salvation to all mankind. This, therefore, is 

the common duty of the children of God.” Also: “God  wants his grace to be known to all the 

world, and he has commanded that his gospel be preached to all creatures; we must (as much 

as we are able) seek the salvation of those who today are strangers to the faith, who seem to 

be completely deprived of God‘s goodness.” (Sermon on 1 Timothy 2:8) 

 

3. Missions is a Matter of Sacrificial Obedience to God’s Call: Calvin was adamant that 

missions involvement should be viewed as a matter of simple obedience to God’s clear 

commands: “…the Lord commands the ministers of the gospel to go a distance, in order to 

spread the doctrine of salvation in every part of the world.” (Sermon on Matthew 24:19) One 

implication is that this is especially incumbent on leaders in the church to set an example of 

obedience in this area: “[Isaiah] shows that it is our duty to proclaim the goodness of God to 

every nation. While we exhort and encourage others, we must not at the same time sit down 

in indolence, but it is proper that we set an example before others; for nothing can be more 

absurd than to see lazy and slothful men who are exciting other men to praise God.”  

 

4. Seek Out and Respond to Gospel Opportunities: Calvin was certainly a strategic thinker 

when it came to ministry, and the ministry of mission was no exception. One implication of 

this was his belief that we should be proactive in seeking opportunities for the advance of the 

gospel: “… as an opportunity of entering is furnished when the door is opened, so the servants 

of the Lord make advances when an opportunity is presented. The door is shut, when no 

prospect of usefulness is held out. Now as, on the door being shut, it becomes us to enter upon 

a new course, rather than by further efforts to weary ourselves to no purpose by useless 

labour. So, where an opportunity presents itself of edifying, let us consider that by the hand of 

God a door is opened to us for introducing Christ there, and let us not withhold compliance 

with so kind an indication from God.” (Commentary on 1 Corinthians 2:12)  
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All of this leaves us with the question of whether the convictions listed above were merely 

theoretical, or if Calvin and the church in Geneva took concrete actions to put their 

convictions on missions into practice? The short answer to this is that they did indeed! Here 

are some responses to the call to missions that we can point to:  

 

• Geneva was a resource centre from which the Gospel could be spread to places as far 

afield as Scotland and Hungary 

• The major focus of the Genevan church was, of course, missions into France. From the 

1550’s onwards we saw perhaps the greatest church planting effort of the century 

launched from Geneva into France. In the process hundreds of churches were planted 

by pastors trained at the Geneva Academy.  

• The Genevan church also supported creative methods to ‘get the Word out’. The city 

became a major centre of Bible printing and literature distribution. Not only into 

France but much further afield as well.  

• Perhaps the most intriguing aspect of Genevan mission involvement was the support 

given to an effort to share the gospel with the native inhabitants of Brazil. Sadly, this 

venture was scuppered by Portuguese political interference but it is illuminating to 

see how enthusiastically this mission to out-and-out pagans was supported by the 

leaders of the Genevan church.  

 

There is obviously much more that can be said about the Reformation and missions, but I trust 

that this short article went some way to dispel any notion that the Reformers were 

indifferent, or even hostile, to the task of world evangelization. Instead we have a glorious 

heritage to build on! 

 

May the following prayer of Calvin be ours as well, may we also strive to be part of the answer: 

“We pray you now, O most gracious God and merciful Father, for all people everywhere. As it 

is your will to be acknowledged as the Saviour of the whole world, through the redemption 

wrought by Your Son Jesus Christ, grant that those who are still estranged from the knowledge 

of him, being in the darkness and captivity of error and ignorance, may be brought by the 

illumination of your Holy Spirit and the preaching of your gospel to the right way of salvation, 

which is to know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 

 


