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THO001-612/712/812

The Knowledge
of God

About this Unit Outline

This unit outline contains information essential to finding your way around the unit The
Knowledge of God (on campus). It provides a structure for your learning, giving details of
lesson topics, assessment requirements, and key resources.
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1. Introduction

1.1. The Teachers

TBA.

1.2. The Unit

What could be more foundational than a study of how we know
God, and how God relates to this world? This includes thinking
about how we know, how God reveals, what God reveals, and how
wereceive God’s revelation. This underlies all we know and all we
do not know about God, and how we think that God relates to the
world. We need to learn this not just for our own benefit but also
to help others know God. We think about these qusetions in the
context of our world, other religions, what Christians have
thought over 200 years, and what the Bible says. This unit
includes: the concepts of revelation and inspiration; the place and
nature of Scripture and natural theology, and the issues raised by reason, authority and experience;

creation and providence; humanity as created in the image of God; and sin and evil.




2. Unit Description

THOO1-612 Learning outcomes

The following descriptions are found at the Australian College of Theology’s website. On
completion of this unit, students will:

A. Know and understand

Demonstrate Developing knowledge and understanding of God and God’s relationship with
the world and humanity.

B. Be able to

1. Analyse the interrelationship of the knowledge of God and of God’s world and humanity
2. Identify methodological and theological issues in knowing God

3. Present Analytical evidence-based perspectives on the knowledge of God

C. Be in a position to

Applying perspectives from “The Knowledge of God’ to contemporary Christian life and
ministry contexts.

THOO1-612 Unit Content

Students are required to cover the whole syllabus. But assessment procedures will allow for
a certain amount of specialisation, so that students are not expected to study each topic in
detail.

Foundation
1. Themain loci of theological knowledge and their interaction;
2. Connections between the content of theology and the practice of faith

Section A : The Knowledge of God
1. The concepts of revelation and inspiration;
2. The place and nature of Scripture and natural theology
3. Theissuesraised by reason, authority and experience.

Section B: God and the World
1. Creation and providence
2. Humanity as created
3. Sinandevil



https://www.actheology.edu.au/our-units/

THOO1-712 Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit, students will:
A. Know and understand

Demonstrate Functional knowledge and understanding of God and God’s relationship with
the world and humanity.

B. Be able to

1. Critically Analyse the interrelationship of the knowledge of God and of God’s world and
humanity

2. Discuss methodological and theological issues in knowing God

3. Present Critical evidence-based perspectives on the knowledge of God

C. Be in a position to

Applying perspectives from “The Knowledge of God’ to contemporary Christian life and
ministry practice as a reflective practitioner

THOO1-712 Unit Content

Students are required to cover the whole syllabus. But assessment procedures will allow for
a certain amount of specialisation, so that students are not expected to study each topic in
detail.

Foundation
1. Themainlocioftheological knowledge and their interaction;
2. Connections between the content of theology and the practice of faith

Section A : The Knowledge of God
1. The concepts of revelation and inspiration;
2. The place and nature of Scripture and natural theology
3. Theissuesraised by reason, authority and experience.

Section B: God and the World
1. Creation and providence
2. Humanity as created
3. Sinandevil




THOO1-812 Learning outcomes

On completion of this unit, students will:
A. Know and understand

Demonstrate Advanced knowledge and understanding of God and God’s relationship with
the world and humanity.

B. Be able to

1. Investigate the interrelationship of the knowledge of God and of God’s world and
humanity

2. Examine methodological and theological issues in knowing God

3. Present Research-Aware evidence-based perspectives on the knowledge of God

C. Be in a position to

Applying perspectives from “The Knowledge of God’ to contemporary Christian life and
ministry practice as a reflective practitioner

THOO1-812 Unit Content

Students are required to cover the whole syllabus. But assessment procedures will allow for
a certain amount of specialisation, so that students are not expected to study each topic in
detail.

Foundation
1. Themainlocioftheological knowledge and their interaction;
2. Connections between the content of theology and the practice of faith

Section A : The Knowledge of God
1. The concepts of revelation and inspiration;
2. The place and nature of Scripture and natural theology
3. Theissuesraised by reason, authority and experience.

Section B: God and the World
1. Creation and providence
2. Humanity as created
3. Sinandevil




Teaching Aims

a. Assist candidates in gaining an integrated Christian theological perspective and
methodology;

b. Introduce candidates to the main areas of theological study, so as to provide a solid
foundation for further theological exploration and reflection;

c. Help candidates reflect on the various aspects of Christian faith, thus gaining insights on
the great questions of life;

d. Deepen students’ understanding of what relationship with God entails and implies;

e. Apply the above to the loci of human knowledge of God and God’s relationship with the world.

3. Textbooks

In all Theology units, in addition to the primary biblical documents, candidates will be
expected to be familiar with the relevant sections of the three Creeds (the Nicene Creed, the
Apostles’ Creed, and the Athanasian Creed) and of confessional documents such as the
Westminster Confession of Faith, the Belgic Confession and the Heidelberg
Catechism.

3.1. Required Reading
Berkhof, L. Systematic Theology. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1958. [DTL]

Grudem, W. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. Second edition. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2020. [Wheelers]

Beeke, Joel R., and Paul M. Smalley, Reformed Systematic Theology, Vol. 1, Revelation and
God. Wheaton: Crossway, 2019. [ProQuest]

Beeke, Joel R., and Paul M. Smalley, Reformed Systematic Theology, Vol. 2, Man and Christ.
Wheaton: Crossway, 2020. [DTL]

Frame, John. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Christian Belief. Phillipsburg: P&R,
2013.[DTL]

3.2. Recommended

Students should become familiar with the following Reformed experiential
theologies:

A’Brakel, Wilhelmus, The Christian’s Reasonable Service. 4 vols. Translated by Bartel
Elshout. Edited by Joel R. Beeke. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 1992.
[Monergism.com]

Beeke, Joel R., and Mark Jones. A Puritan Theology: Doctrine for Life. Grand Rapids:
Reformation Heritage Books, 2012. [ProQuest]



Calvin, J. Institutes of the Christian Religion. 2 vols. Translated by Ford Lewis Battles. Edited
by John T. McNeill. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1960. [DTL]

Witsius, Herman. The Economy of the Covenants between God and Man. Translated by
William Crookshank. 2 vols. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2017.
[Monergism.com]

Witsius, Herman. Sacred Dissertations on the Apostles’ Creed. Translated by Donald Fraser.
2 vols. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2010. [Monergism]

3.3. Systematic Theology

3.3.1. Systematic Theology (#1)

Students should become familiar with the relevant sections of one of the following:

Bavinck, H. Reformed Dogmatics. 4 vols. Translated by John Vriend. Edited by John Bolt.
Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2003, 2004, 2006, 2008. [ProQuest — Vol. 1, Vol. 2, Vol. 3,
Vol. 4]

Bray, Gerald. God Has Spoken: A History of Christian Theology. Wheaton: Crossway, 2014.
Part One, pp.17-101. [DTL]

,God is Love: A Biblical and Systematic Theology. Wheaton: Crossway, 2012. Ch. 18, “The
Inspiration of Holy Scripture,” pp. 736-764. [ProQuest]

Frame, John M. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Christian Belief. Phillipsburg NJ:
P&R, 2013.

Grudem, W. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2020. Second Edition. Part One, “The Doctrine of the Word of God,” and Part
Two, “The Doctrine of God,” chapter 10.

Horton, Michael, The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for Pilgrims on the Way.
Rapids: Zondervan, 2011. [DTL]

Kelly, Douglas F. Systematic Theology, Vol 1: The God Who Is: The Holy Trinity. Fearn, UK:
Christian Focus Publications, 2008.

Letham, Robert, Systematic Theology. Wheaton: Crossway, 2019. [ProQuest; DTL]

Reymond, Robert L. A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith. 2™ ed. Nashville:
Thomas Nelson, 1998. [Wheelers; DTL]

Shedd, W. G. T. Dogmatic Theology. Edited by Alan W. Gomes: Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing,
2003. [Monergism.com]|

Van Mastricht, Petrus, Theoretical-Practical Theology, Vol. 1, Prolegomena. Translated by
Todd M. Rester. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2018.

Turretin, Francis, Institutes of Elenctic Theology. 3 vols. Translated by George Musgrave
Giger. Edited by James T. Dennison. Phillipsburg NJ: P&R, 1992,1994, 1997.




3.3.2. Systematic Theology (#2)

Other comprehensive theology books you may want to consult include:

Ames, William. The Marrow of Theology. Translated by John Dykstra Eusden. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1968. [Mongerism.com]|

Akin, Daniel. Theology for the Church. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2007. Section One,
“Doctrine of Revelation,” pp. 2-174. [ProQuest; DTL]

Alexander, Archibald. God, Creation, and Human Rebellion: Lecture Notes of Archibald
Alexander from the Hand of Charles Hodge. Edited by Travis Fintiman. Grand Rapids:
Reformation Heritage Books, 2019. [DTL]

Allison, Gregg R. Historical Theology: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2011. [Wheelers]

Bird, Michael F. Evangelical Theology: A Biblical and Systematic Introduction. Second
edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2020. [DTL]

Brown, John. Systematic Theology: A Compendious View of Natural and Revealed Religion.
Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2015. [Monergism.com]

Dabney, R. L. Systematic Theology. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1878. [Monergism]|
Erickson, M. Christian Theology. 3™ ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2013. [DTL]

Frame, John M. Salvation Belongs to the Lord: An Introduction to Systematic Theology.
Phillipsburg NJ: P&R, 2006.

Grenz, S. J. Theology for the Commumnity of God. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000.

Heidegger, Johann Heinrich. The Concise Marrow of Theology. Translated by Casey
Carmichael. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2019.

Heppe, H. Reformed Dogmatics. London: George Allen & Unwin, 1950.
Hodge, C. Systematic Theology. 3 vols. Peabody: Hendrickson, 2011. [Monergism.com]|
Hoeksema, H. Reformed Dogmatics. Grand Rapids: Reformed Free Publishing, 1966.

McClymond, Michael J., and Gerald R. McDermott. The Theology of Jonathan Edwards.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 212. [DTL]

McGrath, A. Christian Theology: An Introduction. 5™ ed.: London: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011.
[ProQuest; DTL]

Muller, Richard A. Post Reformation Reformed Dogmatics. 4 vols. 2" ed. Grand Rapids: Baker
Academic, 2003.

Murray, J. Collected Writings of John Murray,vol. 2, Systematic Theology. Edinburgh: Banner
of Truth, 1977.

Van der Kooi, Cornelis and Gijsbert van den Brink, Christian Dogmatics: An Introduction.
Translated by Reinder Bruinsma with James D. Bratt. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2017.




3.4. Select Bibliography

Abbreviations:

EDT Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Walter Elwell, ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984.
NDT New Dictionary of Theology. S. B. Ferguson, D. F. Wright, J.I. Packer, eds. Leicester and
Downers Grove, IlL.: InterVarsity Press, 1988.

3.4.1. Knowledge of God

Adam, Peter. Written for Us. Leicester: IVP, 2008.
Berkouwer, G. C. General Revelation. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1955.
___, Holy Scripture, Studies in Dogmatics. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975.

Carson, D. A., and John Woodbridge, eds. Hermeneutics, Authority, and Canon. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1986. [DTL]

,Seripture and Truth. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983. [ProQuest]

Feinberg, Paul. “Bible, Inerrancy and Infallibility.” In EDT pp. 141-45.
Frame, J. The Doctrine of the Word of God. Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing, 2010.
, The Doctrine of the Knowledge of God. Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing, 1987.

Helm, Paul, The Divine Revelation: The Basic Issues (Foundations for Faith). London:
Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 1982.

Helm, Paul, and Truman, Carl, eds. The Trustworthiness of Scripture: Perspectives in the
Nature of Scripture. Leicester: Apollos, 2002.

Henry, Carl F. H. “Bible, Inspiration of.” In EDT pp. 145-49.

Jensen, P. The Revelation of God (Contours of Christian Theology). Downers Grove: IVP,
2002.[DTL]

Kuyper, Abraham. Principles of Sacred Theology. Trans. By J. H. de Vries. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1968, pp. 405-12, 413-563 (originally published as Encyclopedia of Sacred
Theology in 1898). [DTL open access link to Encyclopedia — 1898]

Machen, J Gresham. Christianity and Liberalism. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1923.
[ProQuest]

Morris, Leon. I Believe in Revelation. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976.

Morrison, John Douglas, Has God Said? Scripture, The Word of God, and the Crisis of
Theological Authority, The Evangelical Theological Society Monograph Series, Eugene
OR, Pickwick, 2006.

Packer, J. 1. Engaging the Written Word of God. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1999.

, God has Spoken: Revelation and the Bible (Christian Foundations). London: Hodder
and Stoughton, 1965.




, The Adequacy of Biblical Language’, 197-226, in Norman L Geisler, ed., Inerrancy,
Grand Rapids, M1, Zondervan, 1980.

, “Fundamentalism” and the Word of God. London: Inter-Varsity Press, 1958.

, “Scripture.” In NDT pp. 585-87.

, “Infallibility and Inerrancy of the Bible.” In NDT pp. 337-39.

, “Scripture.” In NDT pp. 627-31.

Vanhoozer, Kevin J, Remythologising Theology, Divine Action, Passion, and Authorship,
Cambridge Studies in Christian Doctrine, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2010.

Vos, Geerhardus. Biblical Theology: Old and New Testaments. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1948,
pp. 28-55;321-27.[DTL]

Wallace, Ronald S., Calvin’s Doctrine of Word and Sacrament. Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd,
1953.

Warfield, Benjamin Beckenridge, Revelation and Inspiration, vol. 1 of The Words of B. B.
Warfield. Grand Rapids: Baker, [1927]1981. [Monergism.com]

Water, Guy Prentiss, For the Mouth of the Lord Has Spoken: The Doctrine of Scripture. Fearn:
Christian Focus, 2020.

Webster, John. Holy Scripture- A Dogmatic Sketch, Current Issues in Theology. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2003. [DTL]

3.4.2. Creation and Providence

Ashford, Bruce Riley, and Craig G. Bartholomew. The Doctrine of Creation: A Constructive
Kuyperian Approach. Downers Grove: IVP: 2020. [DTL]

Barclay, D. R. “Creation.” In NDT pp. 177-79.
Berkouwer, G. C. The Providence of God. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1952.
__ Man: The Image of God. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1962.

Boston, Thomas. Human Nature in Its Fourfold State. London: Banner of Truth, 1964 (first
published, 1720). [Monergism.com]

Carson, D. A. Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility: Biblical Perspectives in Tension.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981. [DTL]

Colwell, J. E. “Anthropology.” In NDT pp. 28-30

Copan, Paul and William Lane Craig. Creation Out of Nothing: A Biblical, Philosophical, and
Scientific Exploration. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004.

Ferguson, S. B. “Image of God.” In NDT pp. 328-29.

Helm, Paul, The Providence of God (Contours of Christian Theology). Leicester: Inter-
Varsity Press, 1993.

Henry, C.F. H. “Image of God.” In EDT pp. 545-48.




Hoekema, Anthony A. Created in God’s Image. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, and Exeter:
Paternoster, 1986, pp. 1-111.

Hughes, Philip Edgcumbe. The True Image: The Origin and Destiny of Man in Christ. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, and Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press, 1989. Pp. 1-170.

Machen, J. Gresham, The Christian View of Man. London: Banner of Truth, 1965 (reprint of
1937 edition).

McDonald, H. D. “Man, Doctrine of.” In EDT pp. 676-80.
, The Christian View of Man. Westchester, Ill.: Crossway, 1981.

Piper, John, Providence. Wheaton: Crossway, 2021.

3.4.3. Covenant Theology

Belcher, Richard P. The Fulfilment of the Promises of God: An Explanation of Covenant
Theology. Fearn: Christian Focus, 2020.

Golding, Peter. Covenant Theology: The Key of Theology in Reformed Thought and Tradition.
Fearn: Christian Focus Publications: 2008.

Robertson, O. Palmer. The Christ of the Covenants. Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing, 1980.

Parr, Thomas. Backdrop for a Glorious Gospel: The Covenant of Works according to William
Strong. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2020. [DTL]

Rhodes, Jonty. Covenants Made Simple: Understanding God’s Unfolding Promises to His
People. Phillipsburg: P&R Publishing, 2013. [DTL]

Ward, Rowland, God and Adam: Reformed Theology and the Creation Covenant. Lansvale:
Tulip Publishing, 2019.

Waters Guy P., J. Nichlas Reid, and John R. Muether, Covenant Theology: Biblical,
Theological, and Historical Perspectives. Wheaton: Crossway, 2020. [DTL]

Witsius, Herman. The Economy of the Covenants between God and Man. Translated by
William Crookshank. 2 vols. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2017.
[Monergism.com]

3.4.3. Sin and Evil

Berkouwer, G. C. Sin. Trans. By Philip C. Holtrop. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971.

Blocher, Henri. Evil and the Cross: An Analytical Look at the Problem of Pain. Grand Rapids:
Kregel Academic & Professional, 2005.

, Original Sin: Illuminating the Riddle. NSBT 5. Downers Grove: IVP Press, 1997.
[DTL]

Campbell, Iain D. The Doctrine of Sin: In Reformed and Neo-Orthodox Thought. Fearn, UK:
Christian Focus Publications, 1999.




Carson, D. A. How Long, O Lord? Reflections on Suffering and Evil. 2" ed. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 2006. [ProQuest]

Colwell, J. E. “Anthropology.” In NDT pp. 28-30.

,“Fall.” In NDT pp. 249-51.
,“Sin.” In NDT pp. 641-43.

Demarest, B. A. “Fall of Man.” In EDT pp. 403-5.

Feinberg, John S. The Many Faces of Evil: Theological Systems and the Problem of Evil. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1994. [ProQuest]

___, Theologies and Evil. Washington, D. C.: University Press of America, 1979.
Geisler, Norman. The Roots of Evil. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978.
Hamilton, Iain D. The Doctrine of Sin. Fearn: Christian Focus, 1999.

Hoekema, Anthony A. Created in God’s Image. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, and Exeter:
Paternoster, 1986, pp. 112-86.

Hughes, Philip Edcumbe. The True Image: The Origin and Destiny of Man in Christ. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, and Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press, 1989, pp. 71-210.

Johnson, R. K. “Imputation.” In EDT pp. 554-55.
Lewis, C. S. The Problem of Pain. New York: Macmillan, 1962. [Wheelers]

Morgan, Christopher W., and Robert A. Peterson (eds). Fallen: A Theology of Sin. Wheaton:
Crossway, 2013. [ProQuest]

Murray, John. The Imputation of Adam’s Sin. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1959.

Owen, John. Overcoming Sin and Temptation. Edited by Kelly M. Kapic and Justin Taylor.
Wheaton: Crossway, 2006. [ProQuest]

, Indwelling Sin in Believers. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2010.

, The Mortification of Sin. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2010.

, Temptation: Resisted and Repulsed. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2004.
Peterson, Michael L. Evil and the Christian God. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1982.
Pink, A. W. Gleanings From the Scriptures: Man’s Total Depravity. Chicago: Moody, 1970.
Plantinga, Alvin. God, Freedom and Evil. New York: Harper and Row, 1974.

Plantinga, Cornelius. Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1995.

Wright, N. T., Evil and the Justice of God. London: SPCK, 2006. [DTL]

Shuster, Marguerite. The Fall and Sin: What We Have Become as Sinners. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 2004.




Werham, J. W. The Enigma of Evil. Formerly published as The Goodness of God. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1985.

Venning, Ralph. The Sinfulness of Sin. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1993. [Monergism]|

4. RTC eCampus

Youwill need to access the unit page for “The Knowledge of God” on the
RTC eCampus. Youwill find a number of useful resources there, including
the required readings for each week. Please keep visiting the page as
resources and other information will be posted from time to time.

5. Unit Overview

Activity Lecturer
1 23" Feb. No Class
2 2" March The Knowledge of God (Part 1) TBA
e  Why Theology and What is
Theology?
o  Knowledge of God/Knowing
God1
e Knowledge of God/Knowing
God 2

e Modes of Revelation 1
e Modes of Revelation 2
3 March 1-5 No Class -

4 16™ March The Knowledge of God (Part2)  TBA
e The Nature of Scripture 1
e  The Nature of Scripture 2
e  The Inspiration of Scripture
e  The Diversity of Scripture 1
e  The Diversity of Scripture 2

5 23" March The Knowledge of God (Part 3) TBA
e The Coherence of Scripture
1
e The Coherence of Scripture
2

e Biblical Theology 1
e Biblical Theology 2

e AHistoryofthe
Interpretation of Scripture

6 30" March No Class




7 6™ April The Knowledge of God (Part 4) TBA
e Contemporary
Hermeneutics
e Authority in Revelation 1
e Authority in Revelation 2
e Theological Review
e Practical Theology Review
Study April 5-9
Break
Study  April12-16
Break
8 27% April Creation and Providence (Part TBA
1
Creation (Part 1)
9 4" May No Class =
Study May 3-7
Week
10 18" May Creation and Providence (Part TBA
2)
Creation (Part 1)
1 25" May Sin and Temptation (Part 1) TBA
e Creation and Sin
e TheFall and Sin
e The Nature and Origin of
Sin
e The Doctrine of Original Sin
e The Consequences of Sin
(Part1)
e The Consequences of Sin
(Part2)
12 15t June Sin and Temptation (Part 2) TBA

Redemption and Sin

The Consummation and Sin
Sin and Temptation (Part 1)
Sin and Temptation (Part 2)

Revision Week

Exam Week




6. Guide to Assessments

All students are expected to read the guidelines for written assignments provided in the ACT
Handbooks, available in the library or online. You should also read the relevant sections of
the RTC Student Manual. All written work for this course should conform to the guidelines
of the SBL Handbook of Style (with the exception of Australian spelling). The resources
listed in this outline provide a beginning point for research for assessments for this course;
students are expected to engage with the works listed there, but are not limited to these
resources. The literature on these loci of theology is massive, and you are encouraged to
consult widely.

7.1. Assessment

Assessment Piece

2,500 words (TH001-612)
3,000 words (THO01-712) | 50%
3,500 words (TH001-812)

2,500 words (TH001-612)
3,000 words (THOO01-712) | 50%
3,500 words (TH001-812)

Essay #1 (Knowledge of God)
Due date: 15t April

Essay #2 (Creation)
Due date: 27" May

Total 100%

7.1.1 THOO1-612 Essay #1 (Knowledge of God)

Choose one of the following topics below and write an essay on it:

e What may people who have never heard of Christ know about God? Defend your
view in the light of other views.

e What does it mean to claim that the Bible is "inspired”? Defend your view in the
light of other views.

e Describe, analyse and critique the theology of the Bible of EITHER John Calvin
OR Martin Luther.

e Identify and assess one historical or contemporary example of a Christian claim
that God’s revelation is unmediated, and given to individuals directly by God.

e Why does Christianity assert that the Bible is effective in translation into any
language?

e What are the theological ingredients and presuppositions present in the claim:
"The Bible teaches”?




7.1.2 THOO1-712 Essay #1 (Knowledge of God)

Choose one of the following topics below and write an essay on it:

e  What may people who have never heard of Christ know about God? Defend your
view interacting deeply with at least three other contemporary views.

e What does it mean to claim that the Bible is "inspired”? Defend your view
interacting deeply with at least three other contemporary views.

e Discuss, analyse and critique the theology of the Bible of EITHER John Calvin OR
Martin Luther.

e Describe and critically analyse one historical or contemporary example of a
Christian claim that God’s revelation is unmediated, and given to individuals
directly by God.

e Why does Christianity assert that the Bible is effective in translation into any
language? Discuss and critically analyse the deep theological assumptions present.

e What are the theological ingredients and presuppositions present in the claim: “The
Bible teaches”? Describe, analyse, and critique these ingredients and
presuppositions in the context of at least two contemporary views.

7.1.3 THOO1-812 Essay #1 (Knowledge of God)

Choose one of the following topics below and write an essay on it:

e What may people who have never heard of Christ know about God? Defend your
view interacting deeply with at least four other contemporary views.

e What does it mean to claim that the Bible is “inspired”? Defend your view
interacting deeply with at least four other contemporary views.

e Give an in-depth description, examination, and critique of the theology of the Bible
of EITHER John Calvin OR Martin Luther.

e Investigate, examine, and critique one historical or contemporary example of a
Christian claim that God’s revelation is unmediated, and given to individuals
directly by God.

e Describe, examine, and critique the deep theological assumptions present in the
claim that the Bible is effective in translation into any language.

e What are the theological ingredients and presuppositions present in the claim: "The
Bible teaches....”? Describe, examine, and critique these ingredients and
presuppositions in the context of at least three contemporary views.

7.2.1 THOO1-612 Essay #2 (Creation)

Choose one of the following topics below and write an essay on it:

e What are the important elements of a doctrine of creation?

e Isaliteral 6 day, 24 hour view of creation the only interpretation that does justice to
the Scriptural data? What is at issue in this debate? Are there alternate
interpretations that meet the issues that this view of creationism seeks to address?

e Discuss three ways in which theologians have understood being made in the image of
God. Include a section on the significance of this discussion.




Outline a biblical doctrine of providence.

In what sense is God in control of history and human actions?

Discuss and evaluate at least two ways in which theologians have attempted to
reconcile the relationship between God’s sovereignty and free will.

7.2.2 THOO1-712 Essay #2 (Creation)

Choose one of the following topics below and write an essay on it:

What are the important elements of a doctrine of creation? Discuss with respect to
at least two non-Christian view of creation.

Is aliteral 6 day, 24 hour view of creation the only interpretation that does justice to
the Scriptural data? What is at issue in this debate? Are there alternate
interpretations that meet the issues that this view of creationism seeks to address?
Discuss and critically analyse at least two of the following views: the gap theory, the
day-age theory, the pre-Genesis creation theory, and the "Pictorial-Revelatory day”
theory.

Discuss and evaluate three ways in which theologians have understood being made
in the image of God. Include a section on the significance of this discussion.

Outline a biblical doctrine of providence. Identify and analyse at least four elements.
In what sense is God in control of history and human actions?

Discuss and evaluate at least three ways in which theologians have attempted to
reconcile the relationship between God’s sovereignty and free will.

7.2.3 THOO1-812 Essay #2 (Creation)

Choose one of the following topics below and write an essay on it:

What are the important elements of a doctrine of creation? Discuss with respect to
at least three non-Christian view of creation.

Whatis at stake in our theological understanding of creation in the questions over
the age of the universe, evolution, and human origins according to those in favor of
more literalistic and less literalistic readings of Gen 1-3? Critically evaluate these
proposals and explain what is at stake in these debates

How does a proper understanding of the biblical view of creation shape
understanding of the gospel? Describe how wrong views can undermine that.
What does it mean that man is created in the image of God (Gen 1:27)? Outline the
biblical view and evaluate some of the alternative views that have been held.

Was humanity created “innocent” as the first stage in a longer project or "perfect” as
a finished product in itself? What are the implications for our understanding of
human nature?

Examine the relationship between God’s Sovereignty and human responsibility.
Outline the practical implications.




8. Workload Guide

The following guide indicates the hours we expect this unit to require, though this will vary
from student to student. If you invest this amount of time we would expect an average
student to get areasonable grade. More time may be required for very high grades or for
those who read or work more slowly. Much more time will be required if you frequently
check Facebook or are generally inclined to distraction or procrastination! Our guideline
for study is that a full unit will equate to 36 hours in class and twice that out of class, for a
total of about 110 hours.

Activity Hours Suggestion
Lectures 36 Lecture hours.
Weekly Reading 18 Spend an hour and a half a week (on those weeks that

we are working through a passage in John’s gospel)
reading Carson’s commentary and working through
the questions in the handouts in preparation for class.

Essay #1 28 This is critical reading and research time for the
(Knowledge of topical essay. Allow for about 20 hours of reading. At
God) 20pp/hour this allows for reading about 400 pages in

various books, articles and systematic theologies. This
will then allow you 10 hours to write up the final paper.

Essay #2 28 This is critical reading and research time for the
(Creation) topical essay. Allow for about 20 hours of reading. At
20pp/hour this allows for reading about 400 pages in
various books, articles and systematic theologies. This
will then allow you 10 hours to write up the final paper.




9. Assessment Criteria: Essay #1

Your essay will be evaluated on the following criteria (in descending order of importance):

1. Coverage of Relevant Content: your essay should cover the essential content
thoroughly, and reflect awareness of the range of key issues relevant to the subject being
discussed. The issues most pertinent to answering the essay question must receive
adequate depth of treatment.

2. Integration of Ideas and Development of Main Line of Argument: an essay should
have a beginning, a middle and an end, and sustain a main line of argument throughout.
This will require you to assimilate your reading, synthesise the key points, and develop
an overall argument that addresses the question asked in a logical and persuasive
manner. The essay structure should reflect the particular questions asked in the essay
topic.

3. Critical Reflection: an essay is essentially an exercise in independent, critical thinking.
The essence of critical reflection is the ability to evaluate, in a reasoned and thoughtful
manner, the assumptions, perspectives and arguments of others. It entails moving
beyond an immediate subjective reaction to something (e.g., “I really like what Carson
said” or “Dunn is too liberal”) to giving objective reasons for why a particular line of
argument is to be accepted, rejected or qualified at certain points (e.g., “Carson’s
perspective is helpful and illuminating because...”, or “Dunn’s argument is open to
criticism at the following points...”, or “Wright’s approach is stimulating and helpful, but
his underlying assumptions are questionable, for the following reasons”). In short,
critical reflection is a matter of having sound reasons for the position you adopt or the
evaluation you offer.

4. Extent and Quality of Reading and Research: an essay should be based on thorough
research; the sources used should, where possible, reflect a variety of perspectives on the
topic under discussion. The bibliography should include at least 8-10 times at 201 level
and 10-12 items at 301 and 501 level.

5. Style and Presentation: your essay should be clearly written, grammatically sound,
and well presented. Clarity and accuracy enhance the appeal of any essay. It is essential
that you follow the footnoting and bibliographical conventions prescribed in the
academic handbook.

The following outlines where marks are awarded:

1. Imtroduction (10%): Clear introduction setting out the topic to be discussed and the
approach taken.

2. Scholarly literature (30%): ability to engage with a number of contemporary

books/articles, degree of engagement, level of critical evaluation and assessment of
viewpoints.



. Clarity and quality of argument (30%): accurate reading of the question and what it

requires, clear and well-argued answer.

Style (20%): well-written, clearly structured, grammatically correct, interesting
presentation, accurate referencing, footnotes and bibliography.

. Conclusion and overall impression (10%): clear summary, no new points in the

conclusion but highlighting the central features of the essay’s argument.

10. Assessment Criteria: Essay #2

Your essay will be evaluated on the following criteria:

1.

Use of the Bible (20%): Familiarity with the key biblical texts and their significance.
Identification of secondary but related biblical references. Understanding of how the
biblical themes develop and relate.

Breadth of secondary sources (10%): Identification of key sources and players in the
debate. Contemporary and historical, articles and books. Breadth and relevance.

. Clarity and logic of argument (20%): Essay develops logically and clearly. Argument

is compelling. Logic is used well in making arguments and assessing views.

Assessment of other views (20%): Degree of engagement, level of critical evaluation
and assessment of viewpoints.

Understanding of the issues (20%): Displays a grasp of what is important and what
the key points of the debate are.

Style (10%): Well-written, clearly structured, grammatically correct, interesting
presentation, accurate referencing.




