
Today is great interest Israel and Middle East. Much of 
this is to the shaky and uncertain process of working towards 
peace between and Arab neighbours, especially 
Palestinians. is the added interest amongst Christians 
events occurring in that of the world may be, or are, 
outworking of prophecy and signs that the return of Christ is 
near. It is proper for Christians to have these interests because, of 
people, we be those who seek peace. we also should be 
interested because it is part of God's word is to 
direct our our living. 

state of the gospel 
commitment to gospel has, at 

life, certainly none for is to 
the gospel focus, leads only to speculation 

... .., ............. ..., and does to honour Christ as Saviour and 
... TT.,. .......... "' .... on state of 

extent is God being 
condition 

they go to an 
Juctgeme~nt. Love for God compels us to desire 

for our stimulates us to 
of those around us, no less 

among 
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do 
we romantic and 

people who We do this also so 
gospel cause land 
prayers, our gifts, possible visits, support those seeking to 
spread gospel Where our investigation reveals 
which is positive we should Where we gospel 
witness lacking or message we be 
concerned. stimulated to look to 

word to have free course be,..., ....................... .... 
conforming of 

ht'>t"'Q'''1 " 1 n· as they serve Jesus. 

salvation 
pattern of 

1 The focus on the Jewish is due to the reHmvelv ready access to data on 
Jewish and the difficulty comparable data for Palestinian 

2 This does not include the land given to the tribes ........ ...,,~..,...,u, Gad, and half 
Manasseh on the east of the Jordan River (Num. 32:33). 
3 This under half the area of Tasmania. 
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was land promised to God's people in past, 
situation today. We are given direction with respect to the nrP•I:'P"t'"lT 

status of we cons.ider the biblical view of its most 
celebrated feature, its capital Jerusalem. At one this was 
place where God made his name dwell.4 It was towards this city 
God's people were to pray.5 But, as Jesus pointed out to the woman 
of Samaria, this was no longer to be the case. 6 Rather, that special 
and holy status of Jerusalem was provisional, preliminary and 
temporary. city was a representation of that should now 
be the focus attention for God's people - above 
where dwells, 7 and is to descend to earth at 
nn?"'C'Ill1"n"Mrltl1"·1 n" 

8 So also land, like Jerusalem, was also a 
temporary representation of the ultimate place of God's kingdom 

The today is not "Holy 

Still does not mean that the is not of special interest to 
Christian. God did things in locality which he did nowhere else. 
God's special redemptive revelation of was 
Visiting this place of God's special activity can be 
strengthening, for it gives a greater understanding of and its 
message when locations and geographical features, familiar from 

reference, are seen and experienced. The land is special -
........... ,.""'~ .... '"' because of its connection story of Bible ........ "'J .... """' 

to use term 

are other alternatives to term "Holy Land". use 
term "Israel" strictly speaking, not include the West 

Gaza, territories within of 
vv ... ,U.IIJA'-' ..... by the Six-Day War of 
actually of state of Israel.9 

also inadequate. Technically this term might 

4 I 9:3; Psalm 132:13. 
5 I Kings 8:29-30. 
6 John 4:19-24. 
7 Hebrews 12:22-24. 
8 Revelation 21:1-2. 

were 
1967, yet never 

term "Palestine" is 
applied to whole 

9 This statement is a general one and is not meant to be a judgement either for or 
against Israel's annexation of East Jerusalem after the Six-Day War. 
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area of our concern. But it 
would direct our ........ ," .... ...,._,, ...... 1"> 

independent state. 

as 
religiosity do serve to AJ1.1!.E, ....... 1!. .... 5 ...... ., 

religious situation 
state of affairs 
need to be ... .,.,..,..,"'~"'""".rll 

general and Christianity 
today. It is way personal ext,enLences 

is presented by 
raw statistics we start to ..-or•.nn-n•c•o 
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on a ................. ,_. ......... 
Statistics 

10 Israel December 31, 1999. 
11 Facts About Israel: Society Israel Information p. 15 
12 90% of all Muslims world-wide in the 1980's were Sunnites. The 
Sunnites were separated historically from the Shi 'ites because they held that 
succession to the caliphate should be based on leadership qualities rather than 
hpr,p£h1k' Encyclopredia Britannica, 15th ed., Micropredia (Chicago: Encyclopredia 
Hn1tafll1rica, Inc., 1991), 11:397. 
13 The Christian is to the north west, the Armenian the south west, 
and the Jewish Quarter, the south east 
14 The covers 1/6th of the area of the Old City of Jerusalem. 
15 Muslims deny that there is any hard evidence that either Solomon's or Herod's 
ten1p!c~s stood in this area. 
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across 
prayer, 

some of those 
changed by 

are also singled out given above. 
has existed for 

Traditionalism: 

16 Encyclopcedia Britannica, 4:237. 
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are 
Maronites, 19 

Catholic22 

whom are Arab, 
(after Muslims) .... Although 

17 The Greek Catholic church follows Eastern rites, but has been in communion 
with Rome since the The term, Greek Catholic, is also used more 

to designate Catholic Melchites, Christians of Syria and who broke 
with Rome in 1054, but reunited in 1724. 
18 Facts About Israel, p. 16. 
19 is an Eastern rite based in Lebanon, whose head, after the pope is 
the Patriarch of Antioch and All the East. 
20 Hts:tor:tcall) this group stems from 

Lebanon. 
21 This whose resides in Beirut, is historically from 
has been in communion with Rome since the 18th century. 
22 Copts are This church has been in communion with Rome since the 
mid-18th {"PT'Ihn•u 

23 This Eastern rite whose historical roots are in 
was Nestorian but united with Rome in the 16th '"'"""'"""'' 
resides in Baghdad, 
24 Monophysites are those who, not accepting the Chalcedonian formulation of 451 
corlceJmutg the two natures maintained that Christ has only one nature . 

.. YcmuJattcm of the State oflsrael1995", at 

differences between these denominations may appear subtle and confusing they are 
prc1balbly no more subtle nor confusing than the differences between the 
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Sadly, for all diversity, we not to gospel 
presented by these First, connection of 
with Rome points to this. As well their ritualistic observances, 
images and observable, are signs- doctrines 

grace are not at 
groups such as these belong 
Church of Annunciation (Nazareth), 
(Bethlehem) the of Holy ....,...,11-J ..... .IL..., .. .IL.IL 

externalism, tradition superstition. 
attract multitudes of zealous pilgrims, are a hopeless 
as gospel is concerned. sanctuaries trust is 
superstitiously, to external objects, 
physical 

For example, 

cramped. One peace, 
warring chants. 

counter a jealous possessiveness: six groups 
Catholics, Orthodox, Armenians, Syrians, 

......... , ...... ....,IIJ ......... .a .... - watch one suspiciously for 

Presbyterian Church of Eastern the Southern Presbyterian Church, the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Australia, and the Free Presbyterian Church. 
26 Of course we should remember that the diversity apparent amongst the 
traditional churches of the Middle East is no more disunited and confusing than 
that amongst the Reformed and Presbyterian family of churches. explaining to 
a non-Christian, for example, the differences between the Presbyterian Church of 
Eastern Australia, the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Australia, the Southern 
Presbyterian Church and the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Australia. 
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of ...,.,,.,. .... n ... u1!--.T 

it epitomizes 
come to be will leave desolate .... 27 

shame to 
along 
churches, is a ~-..,.,,.r~.,..:lni"'·A 

Jewish people. Maoz observes: 

Most how to differentiate between 
Catholic, Orthodox, Coptic or Protestant, evangelical 
or non-evangelical. Consequently when Israelis witness 

contests between historic churches over 
"''TIT,..," of gaudily-decorated holy sites and parade the relics, 
crucifixes icons (so repugnant to Jewish mind) 

to such behaviour to who profess any 
,.,..,.,...,. .... r•.a. to Christ. 28 

Last year, on a to Holy Sepulchre we could 
.cacophony of warring liturgical as three Coptic 

service sepulchre while the Greek 
Orthodox were worshipping area in front of Regularly 
groups of make the streets along Via 
Dolorosa, carrying large wooden crosses, singing as they 

crowds, pausing to repeat prayers at stations of 
............. !". ........ of superstitious futility can be seen inside 
Church the Sepulchre. lies a x 

,., ..... J, .......... ...., containers hang above 
watched as a woman, having splashed water on stone, was 
rA'{.rArt:~nti!'{T ... n.J ................ J"o. up with cloths. Others to kiss 

27 Jerome Murphy-O'Connor, The Holy Land: An Oxford Archaeological Guide 
from Earliest Times to 1700, rev. ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1980), p. 
45. 
28 Baruch Maoz, "Trends and Circumstances within the Hebrew Speaking 
Churches in Israel", in Mishkan, Issue 28, 1998, p. 72. Relevant and up-to-date 
information on the Jewish-Christian church can be obtained at the web-site of 
<http:/ /puritanhope.com/ gtb/maoznews.htm>. 
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stone or to rest 
Stone of Unction 

"Why 

~·n•n~,l~~isuA~)UUMU~-~ 

commemorating 
appeared 
18 "29 Jesus' body never came near 

..... ..., .. ,IIJ..., ... tragedy is recognised 

a is coming 
vvorshipers vvorship 
are of vvorshipers 

vvorshipers must "(liJr.rcl"\1-r\ 

NIV) 

29 Murphy-O"Connor, The Holy Land, p. 52. 
30 This is the archaeologically preferred site of the burial 
Garden Tomb is the emotional favourite with Protestants, 
tended garden rather than a dark and often crowded church certainly is in 
a setting more conducive to contemplation of the context of the Lord's 
internment. 
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thronging pilgrims curious were kept at a 
Incense was brought from 

...... .LII. • .., ............. the opening to 
area. forward, back by a guard and frown of 
an Orthodox priest. A young mother, clutching a 
arms was first of those who now sought to enter 
tomb. face expressed anxiety as she looked pleadingly 
at the guard of opening. She crossed Eastern 
manner and entered. Soon backed out of small room, where 
candles are prayers repeated. As she passed guard she 
slipped hand and moved off into crowd. It was 

that it became evident of four or five could 
what we saw we could only conclude 

come to sepulchre, bribed the guard for priority 
supposedly holy place hoping a of 

was deeply saddening. It is these sorts of 
cruelty and of this superstitious 
goes by name of Christianity, 

gospel. So it is that is a great need 
gospel free· grace even among those who themselves 

trust works righteousness and externalism. 

Palestinian Christians in Israel 

It is not of the 131,000 designated Christian by the 
AJ ...................... of Statistics are "evangelical" believers. Rather 

..................... ~.v.~~. ... ,l,.!; ... churches appears to be around 5,000. 

v~.~.,~.u.JL.I.I. community is growing remains small 
to Orthodox and Catholic 

Anglican church (called Arab Evangelical 
2,500 operates 

two hospitals, addition to a major ... JI. ..... ., .. '"',U. 

two churches other locations. Of 
2,500 non-Anglican Protestants, 

..................... ..., ............... a significant belong to 
rest belong to various Protestant 
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31 

1%]. 

31 From Salim J. Munayer, The Ethnic Identity of Palestinian Arab Christian 
Adolescents in Israel, unpublished PhD thesis. 
32 See comments W. E. Currie, "Observations and Insights on the Middle East", 
in Israel Heartbeat, October 1996, http://www/amfi.org/heartbeatlhbhpl096.htm. 
33 The bulk of the material for this section depends on Baruch Maoz, "Trends and 
Circumstances within the Hebrew Speaking Churches in Israel", in Mishkan, Issue 
28, 1998, and "Jewish Christian in Israel", Mishkan, Issue 29,1998. 
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as regular citizens of 
participate actively 

34 Private correspondence from Baruch Maoz, Jewish Christian pastor of Grace and 
Truth Christian Assembly, Rishon Israel. 
35 It is true that there are non-Jewish Protestant Christian works in Israel. For 
example in Jerusalem there are the Anglicans, such as the somewhat charismatic 
Christ the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, St. Andrews Church of 
Scotland, the Pentecostal of Kings and the works of other denominations 
familiar to those in the West. Of course these congregations have a real witness. 
Yet these congregations often consist more of a shifting of visitors and 
short term workers in the land than of a stable and growing group of Christian 
citizens of Israel. The Palestinian Christians in Israel will be considered below. 
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36 Maoz, "Trends", 

a 
to attack, at 
premises may 

37 On the other hand the ultra-Orthodox are also suspected of acts of vandalism 
against both Conservative and Reform synagogues in Israel (see the articles in The 
Jerusalem Report by David Horovitz, "Fire in Zion" (July 17, 2000, p. 4), and by 
Stuart Schoffman, "Wrong Neighbors, Wrong Jews", (July 31, 2000, p. 48.) 
38 For examples of anti-Jewish-Christian sentiment see the web-site 



are other factors to opposition to Jewish-
Christians the gospel Jews general recognise 

psyche are a persecuted people 
for 2,000 years. Jewish spirit is a strong force 

this, and facing reality of attack against 
appears almost daily the news media. 

gospel can be seen as a to this vv.l.u.u.J.u.!Jlu. 

whole is "us", 

39 Maoz, "Trends", p. 75. 
40 Maoz, "Trends", p. 75. 
Vox 2000 

seen as those who have forsaken "us" 

occurs, is a 

~1l".::.;:.o,in.nr needs 
young, 
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43 .. ParaaJtgms", p. 20 . 
.. ParaaJtgms--, p. 21. 
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45 "Trends", p. 73. 
46 "The Masorti Movement Wins in The Court", 29/09/00, 
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48 From the Hebrew of Isaiah 66:5 "those who tremble ( 1Jaq/pEt5/p) at 
word." 

The Jewish Religion: A Oxford 

5° Facts 
51 Facts About Israel, 
52 Official numbers for those >rt.a. .... t> 1'"'''"''"' themselves with the different strands 
within Judaism are not available. 
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53 The Hebrew designation "Kotel" is often used. 
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54 Romans 10:1-3. 
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I can 

zeal is not based 
righteousness that 

own, 



55 The bulk of the material for this section depends on 
56 Moaz, "Trends", p. 76. 
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57 The figures from Bernard Sabella, Socio-Economic Characteristics and 
Challenges to Palestinian Christians in the Holy Land, were supplied without the 
full reference details. 
58 Firm statistics can be difficult to obtain because fear of Islamic persec·utlCm 
engenders caution in such. 
59 From correspondence with Dr. Salim J. Munayer. With the Palestinian 
population at around 3,000,000 the percentage is almost certainly smaller now than 
in 1989/90. 
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60 "The Palestinians", Window Ministries, 
http://www. windowministries.org/palestine.htm. 
61 "The Palestinians", Window Ministries. 
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no one to return it 
".l"·.:JII,.l.U.lU • .l.l Christian 

by 

62 Maoz, "Trends", pp. 73-74. 
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63 The material for this section is drawn from Lisa "Jewish and Palestinian 
Believers in the Land of Israel/Palestine", Maoz News, Vol. 29 2000, 
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circumstances, 
wider of '-'.ll.U.Jl.:J\.o 

been tensions 
,...,.,...,,.,.,+ •. ,.~" .... , ..... ,.,. ...... Israel itself, it is not .,~~ .............. ., ..... ,.,.. 

intifada of 1987, any close 
IPc-hn·,Qn Christians of 

64 Loden, "Believers". 
65 Musalaha is the Arabic word for "reconciliation". 
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